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The Worfhip of the B. Virgin 


AND 


The SAINTS. 
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| HE Gentlemen of the Church of Rome have 
- | - been pleaſed lately to ſend Books amongſt us of 
 @ very different ſtrain : On the one ſide Popery 
'® MHMHiſrepreſented and Repreſented, but eſpecially 
Monſieur Je Ms.Expoſition of the RewaxDodtine : On the 
ther fide'our Ladies Roſary, and the Contemplation of her 
Life and Glory, &c. which po up and down, though. not 
v0 openly'as the other. And we believe they have Books 
n readineſs, to explain over again their Meanivg in the 
other Articles (treated of in the Expoſition) at the fame 
Nte, that their Books of particular Devotion to our Lady, 
"nag the Articles of Religious Worſhip, and Invocation 
if Saints, | | 
In the mean time they ſeem to believe, that there are 
0 Articles will bear a Repreſentation in their true Colours, 
her or better than theſe. And the truth is, as Mankind 
ws 1 all Apes been very prone to Superſtition, ſo to no 
ind of it more than to that, of Worſhipping Dead Men and 
wen ; which being the Praftice they would reconcile us 
-_ B | 


to, 


What Hom is due © 


to, in the firſt place, we are concerned the more through|- 
to-examine, what they now think fit to fay for it. 

.... But-let no man think,that in this Cauſe, we are engaged 
againſt the Saints departed, becauſe we contend with their 
Worſhippers. Let no Mart take our Refuſal to honor them, 
as their Worſhippers hogor. them, for an argument that we 
do noti onor-them at; all, ! We'are: Content to be tryed by 
that known Rule of St. Au/ti», that they are to be honor! 
for Imitation,not te be adored for Religion, We believe, that 
the higheſt honor_we can do them,is to follow their Exam. 
pics. We love, their Memories, we celeþgate Anniverſary 
Commemorations of their Piety and Virtues, eſpecially of 
their Sufferings for Righteousneſs-ſake;—we-econgratulate 
their ViCtories over the World ; we rejoyce in their Glory 
and Happineſs; we propound their Examples to the Imi- 
tation of the Faithful, exciting: them- to.4iyeras;the Sang 
once lived, that 'they at lengthi-may. inherit choſe Promiſes, 
which Zy their. Faith: and Patzence in this World, the Saints 


now zberit in the other 5 we praiſe God: for them, as often 
as we meet together at the Holy Table-of our Lord : And 
when we meet to. interr;our Chriſtian [Brethren, Wwe-praj 
to God 70 haſten his' Kingdow;that we:with ad. thaſe.that ar 
departed in the' true Faith of his Holy. Name; may have ol 
perfeit Conſummation and Bliſs, both in Body and Soul, in bi 


everlaſting; Glory.. | (4h ns 

Thus we. honar the: departed:;:Saints, :remembring. alls 
long, that though they, are. highly, exalted. abbve us, wi 
are here below impriſen'd in earthly Bodies, and ſtrugl\n? 
12 a ſinful World; with Infirmities and. Temptations ; Ws 
yet belong. to the: ſame Body, of which they are Members 
and that they are: ſtill our Fellow-Servants. We are pet 
{waded, they have not leſs but. rather; more Charity. for v5 
than they had for the Church, when: they. lived upon the 


Earth. ; but whether they, know us in particular or not, 


. To the B. Virgin, and the Saints, 
1 what inſtances they expreſs their Charity towards us, 
God having made no Revelations of theſz things ; we can 
define nothing about. them; and therefore we dare not 
give them thoſe Honors, which ſuppoſe ſuch an Aflurance of 
theſe things,as God hath thought fit to deny us. 

As to the Virgin Mary in particular, we do with Men 
and Angels acknowledge, that ſhe was Bleſſed amongft We- 
men, (ince ſhe brought forth the Saviour of Mankind, and 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth ; ſince he was not the Mo- 
ther only, but the Yirgi#» Mother alſo of our Lord, and con- 
ceived him by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. Which Con- 
ſeſſion ſo honourable to her, being inſeparable from a right 
Belief concerning our Lord Jeſus, we do not only ſet it 
forth upon the Anniverſary of the - Anuntiation, but fre- 
quently alſo in our Sermoxs, and daily in the Creed. More- 
over, we take theſe ſingular Graces of God towards her, in 
ConjunEtion v ith other things of a more common quality : 
We doubt not, but ſhe was an excellently Pious and Virtuous 
Perſon. We ſee by her Behaviour, when the Angel Gabrzel ,,,, ,, 
came to her, that ſhe was not apt to be impoſed upon 
by counterfeit Viſions and Revelations; nor forward to be- 
eve great things of her ſelf; nor lifted up with Pride, be- 
cauſe ſhe was ſo highly Favoured; but that upon this ex- 
traordinary occaſion, ſhe wholly reſigned her Self to the 
dipofal of God, with a Wiſdom and Humility, that could 
not but be habitual. But if nothing at all had been faid of 
ber perſonal Qualities in the Scriptures (as indeed there is 
but very little;) we might have preſumed without Raſhneſs, 
that becauſe God (who has no leſs regard to a holy Mind 
then to a pure Body) would have the Mother of our Lord 
to retain the Purity ol a Virgin, he would alſo chuſe a 
moſt holy Virgin to be his Mother ; and ſince he was 
pleaſed to ſend us ſo Heavenly a Treaſure in 3n Earthen 
Veſſel, he would chuſe one of the ereateſt Honor. For 

B z which 


The B. Virgin and the Saints diſhnored, 


which reaſon likewiſe, we might have concluded withour 


other Teſtimony, that ſhe became afterwards a faithful Dip 
ciple ofher Son. For when one in admiration of him cry. 
ed out, BleſSerl is the Womb that bare thee,and the Paps that 
gave thee Suck. Tea rather, faid he, Bleſſed are they tha 
hear the word of God, and keep it : without which Bleſſed. 
neſs ſhe that bore him in her Womb, and- nouriſhed: him 
at her Breaſts, would have been juſtly eſteemed by all ge. 
 nerations, the moſt unhappy and miſerable Creature in the 


World. Finally, from all this we cannot but conclude, that 


ſhe is very happy and glorious in the Kingdom of Heaven, 


For though we have no particular Revelations concerning 


this, to warrant any Compariſons of her ſtate, with that of 
Angels and A4rchangels ; yet upon general Reaſons we may 
fay,with ſufficient aſſurance, That her Rewards and Gloriez 
in Heaven are exceeding great, and ſuch as hold propgp 
tion,not only with her Faith and Patience (for as: foms 
think ſhe ſuffered Martyrdom;) but likewiſe with that Hy 
nor, which God was pleaſed to confer upon her 1n- thy 
World. $i. 

Now if any thing remains, whereby to expreſs the Tende- 
neſs we have for the honor of the B. Virgin, it is this, That 


we ſhould do what we can to redeem her Name, from that 


diſhonorable Imputation of affecting Glories, that cannot 
belong to the moſt Excellent Creature, that is but a: Cres 
ture. For they who by moſt ſolemn Rites of Religious + 
vice addreſs to her, as to the Queen of Heaven and Earth 
would make us believe, and pretend to believe themſelvey 
that ſhe is pleaſed with that Worſhip, which they offer to 
her. But if, as we fay, they yield to her thoſe Services,whid 


no Creature is to receive; they do by conſequence repreſent 


heras a Lady, that aſpires to the Glory of the Moſt High 


which is by no means for the Glory of the B. Yirgin. Ani 


iftheir Saint-Worſhip be liable to the ſame charge, __ 
t 
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| by giving Religious Worſhip to them. 
they repreſent the other Saints. - Now-tho in oppoſing:their 
Doctrine and Practice, we are principally moved, by that 
Concern we ought to have for the Glory of our Creator and 
Gyiour.; Yet it 1s ſome inducement to-us ſo todo, that we 
hall thereby vindicate the B. Yirgen alſo, and all the glori- 
fed: Saints. For,if ſhe knows what paſſes amongſt Mortals, 
ſhe cannot but be diſpleaſed at thoſe Services,that have been 
and ſtill are paid to her,by ſome of her Son's Diſciples ; and 
if the faid any thing at all to em, ſhe would fay to her Vo- 


| taries, but with greater indignation, what the Angel faid 
to St. oha. falling at his feet to worthip him, See thou do it xev. 15. 10, 
' wt 1 amthy Fellow-Servant: Worſhip God. 


The ſame I ſay of the Angels, the Apoſtles, the Martyrs 
and all the Saints, whom they honor with the ſame kind 
of Worſhip,that they give to the B. Yirgin. Only the De- 
ore of her Worſhip,and the Frequency ot their Addreſſes to 
her, and. the ſtrength of their Confidence in her-is ſo much 
oreater, that they have'thought fit-to invent a. word of Art 
toexpreſs it by. Ayperdulia they call it ; a word which our 
people cannot underſtand better, then by knowing the Pre- 


dice which it is a name. for. 
. tisfo-vaſta- proportion of, Religious Service which they 


render to her, it conſiſts of ſo many Parts and Diverſities, 


tlatit. were a Labour to recount them,as particularly as the 
Giſe would bear. It ſhall ſuffice to mention ſome of the 
principal Heads. They worſhip her with Religious Prayers 
adVows. They erect Churches and Oratories for her Ser- 
We; where they worſhip her very Images and Pictures, 
ed pretended Reliques. They make. Roſaries, and. com> 
poſe Hours, Pſalters, and other Forms of Devotion: to- her. 
They ask things of her, that are proper to be asked of God 
uly. They burn.Incenſe to her Images;and offer their very: 
Kcrifice of the Maſs in her. Honor. | 
Now as to this, and all the reſt, we. cannot but ſtand-' 
| amazed,, 


The B. Virgin and the Saints diſhnored, 


which reaſon likewiſe, we might have concluded without 


other Teſtimony, that ſhe became afterwards a faithful Dig 
ciple of her Son. For when one in admiration of him cry. | 


ed out, Bleſſezl is the Womb that bare thee,and the Paps that 
gave thee Suck. Tea rather, ſaid he, Bleſſed are they tha 
hear th& word of God, and keep it ; without which Bleſſed. 
neſs ſhe that bore him in her Womb, and- nouriſhed: him 
at her Breaſts, would have been juſtly eſteemed by all ge 
erations, the moſt unhappy and miſerable Creature in the 
World. Finally, from all this we cannot but conclude, that 
ſhe is very happy and glorious in the Kingdom of Heaven, 


For though we have no particular Revelations concerning | 


this, to warrant any Compariſons of her ſtate, with that 
Angels and 4rchangels ; yet upon general Reaſons we may 
fay,with ſufficient aſſurance, That her Rewards and Glorig 
in Heaven are exceeding great, and ſuch as hold propyp 


tion,not only with her Faith and Patience (for as; foms 


think ſhe ſufftered Martyrdom;) but likewiſe with that Hy 
nor, which God was pleaſed to confer upon her 1n- tis 
World. j 

Now if any thing remains, whereby to expreſs the Tender 
neſs we have for the honor of the B. Yirg#», it is this, That 
we ſhould do what we can to redeem her Name, from tak 
diſhonorable Imputation of affecting Glories, that cannoh 
belong to the moſt Excellent Creature, that is but a Cres 
ture, For they who by moſt ſolemn Rites of Religious + 
vice addreſs to her, as to the Queen of Heaven and Earth 
would make us believe, and pretend to believe themſelvey 
that ſhe is pleaſed with that Worſhip, which they offer to 
her. But if, as we fay, they yield to her thoſe Services,whuc 
no Creature is to receive; they do by conſequence repreſent 
heras a Lady, that aſpires to the Glory of the Moſt High 
which is by no means for the Glory of the B. Yirgin. And 
if their Saint-Worſhip be liable to the ſame charge, pe 
try 
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by giving Religious Worſhip to them, 
they repreſent the other Saints. - Now-tho in oppoſing-their 
Doctrine and Practice, we are prineipally moved, by that 
Concern we ought to have-for the Glory of our Creator and 
Gyjour ; Yet it 1s ſome inducement to-us ſo todo, that we 
ſhall thereby vindicate the B. Yirginalfo, and all the glori- 


' fed Saints. For,if ſhe knows what paſſes amongſt Mortals, 


ſhe cannot but be diſpleaſed at thoſe Services,that have been 

and ſtill are paid to her,by ſome of her Son's Diſciples ; and 
if the faid any thing at all to 'em, ſhe would fay to her Vo- 
taries, but with greater indignation, what the Angel faid 


to. St, olx-talling at his feet to worſhip him, See thou do it rev. x6. 10, 


wt : 1 am-thy Fellow-Servant : Wor ſhip God, 

The ſame-I.fay of the Angels, the Apoſtles, the Martyrs 
and.all the.Saints, whom: they honor: with the ſame kind 
of. Worſhip,that they give tothe B. Yirgin. Only the De- 
oreg. of her Worſhip,and the Frequency of their Addreſles to 


| her, and. the:ſtrength of theiv Confidence in her-is ſo much 


preater, that they-have'thought fir-to invent a. word of Art 
toexpreſs it by. ZAyperdulia they call it ; a word which our 
people cannot underſtand better, then by knowing the Pra- 
ice which it is a name. for. | 
. tisfo-vaſt a proportion of Religious Service which they 
render to her, it conſiſts of ſo many Parts and Diverſities, 
that it were a Labour to recount them,as particularly as the 
Caſe would bear. It ſhall ſuffice to: mention ſome of the 
principal Heads. They worſhip her with Religious Prayers 
and Vows. They erect Churches and Oratories for her Ser- 
We; Where they worſhip her very Images and Pictures, 
end pretended Reliques, © They make. Roſaries, and com> 
poſe Hours, Pfalters, and other Forms of Devotion to. her.. 
They ask things of her, that are proper to be asked of God 
oly. They burn Incenſe to her Images,and offer their very 
Ncrifice of the Maſs in her Honor. 
Now as to this, and all the reſt, we. cannot but ſtand- 
amazed,, 


Of the Worſhip of the B. Virgin, and the Saints 
amazed, that this Service of the B. Virgin ſhould grow yg 
be one of the principal parts of their Religion ; when the w] 
H. Scriptures have not given us the leaſt intimation of Ryþ | © 
or Example for it, or of any DoQrine or Practice that leag; la 
to it. That it ſhould be a main deſign of their Catechiſm, 
to inſtru&t Youth in the Worſhip of the B. Virgin ; of the; 
Sermons to excite the People to put Confidence in her, ang 
to call upon her for the preſent occaſion ; of their Books 
Devotion to dire them how to pray to her, and magni 
her in Formal Invocations; of their Confeſſors to injoy | © 
Penitents to ſay ſo many Ave Mares,in ſatisfaction for ther 
ſins, and to make at leaſt as frequent Applications to Myy Þþ d 
as to Jeſus himſelf, for deliverance from Sins and Danger; Þ * 
When not one word,not one Intimation of any thing, like | & 
any thing of all this, is left upon reeord in the Writings | Þ 
the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles; from whom thoſe men pr- 
tend to derive their Religion ; whoſe Books are large enouh Þ 
for this ſo famousa Service, to have bzen at leaſt mentions 
ſomewhere or cther ; and who, without all doubr, woul 
have more then mentioned it, if it had been the Relipim 
of thoſe Times. This is that we muſt always wonders, 
and fo much the more, becauſe the conſtant Tenor of th 
Holy Scriptures, bears againſt ſuch Practices as theſe. agree 
ably to that Precept of both Teſtaments, 7hou ſhalt worſhj 
the Lord th; God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. © 
And indeed our Reaſons, to keep at a diftance from thi 
worſhip of the B. Virgin and the Saints, are fo obvious an 
commonly known, that I ſhall not make it a Buſineſs byi 
ſelf to repreſent them. But theſe two things I ſhall conſide, 
aswellasI can: , 
r. The plauſible Expoſitions and Coloars, by which thy 
have tryed of late to iuſtify themſelves in theſe things. * 
2. What were the B-ginnings of this kind of Worſhip amonif 
Chriſtians, and by what fleps it is grown to that heights 
whit 
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. -; as it ſands in the Church of Rome: 
whith we now ſee it. T ſhall conſider the former in a narrow 


compaſs,: becauſe much has been faid to it already. The 
latter is what I chiefly deſign. 


S. 2+ 


| N purſuarice of the firſt thing propounded, I ſhall parti- 


cularly obſerve how Monfieur de Meaux hath expound- 
ed theſe Matters, under the heads of Religious Worſhip, of 
location of Saints, and giving honor to Images and Re- 
lques., But I ſhall begin with the two latter, becauſe he 
expounds theſe particularly ; and then I ſhall conſider the 


general Defence he makes, for all the Religious Worſhip they | 


give tothe B. Virgin, and to the Saints. 


; The:Worſhip-of Invocation, is the Foundation of a great 
 many.other things done;in her -Service. , For . inſtance, It 
is thisthat hath brought-forthi the Roſary,the P/a/ters, the 


Heirs, and all other: Qfices! of Devotion. to her. Tt is this 
that; hath raiſed her $hr:nes, and built Oratories and Chap- 
jels for her eſpecial Service. And indeed, if ſhe as well as 
Gogis to be worſhipped with Prayers: and Hymns, it. is 


but. reaſonable, that ſhe ſhould have her holy Places for. ſuch 


- 


Nvices; as well-as God. And yet St. 4«/t:x thought the 


Cont. Maxim; 


erelling of Temples to be ſo proper an aft of Divine Worſhip Avian. lib. 1, 


that if we ſhould do it to the moſt excellent Angel, we ſhoulx & Ie 


tt anathematized from. the Church of God, Whereas there- 
fore our Churches are known from. one another in' Cities 
ad-populous Towns, by. the: names of ſeveral Saints; yet 
ve profeſs that, however for diſtin&tion fake they. are fo 
clkd, they are God's Houſes and Oratories, and not theirs; 
a.it is moſt, manifeſt, that, they are uſed by us for. his 
Worſhip, and not for theirs, in, whole or in part. 


.2Fhe Invocation ofthe B. Y:rginiand the Saints, has 
out into, ſome-Exceſles, from which they NBA have 
MY ſeparated. 


8 


. (a) Sefl. 25. 


de Invoc. 


Bellay.de /an#. 


Beatit. lib, I, 
C, 20. 


(b) Exp. p. 8. 


(<) Eap. p. 6. 
(d) 1 7Thn;2.5 


*(d) there is one Mediator between God aud Men, the Wi 


Of the Worſhip of the B. Vingin, and:the-Saints, | | 
ſeparated it ; and therefore tothefe Exceſſes I ſhall-faybyy þ 
little, eſpecially becauſe they defend them very faintly, ang þ 
with great appearances of ſel-Condemnation. 
It was too much in all reaſon, that the Council of Trey Þ 
(a) allowed of Mental,as well as Yocal,Prayers to be mak | 
to the Saints ; for this aſcribes to them the Knowledge ofth þ 
Secrets of Hearts. And 'tis a very faint Plea tor thy / 
which Monſieur de Meaux (b) makes in faying, thatcyÞ } 
aid not diſdain to diſcover future things to the Prophets, th | 
they appear much more particularly reſerved to his own-un | * 
ledge. For this does not-clear Mental Praying tothe Sting Þ | 
from the conſequence we charge it with, unleſs they'wr 
| 
] 
| 


ſure, that as God diſcovered forne future things to then | * 
phets, ſo he does alſo perpetually reveal the Prayers Þþ 
mind to the Sainits. The Inſtance ſhews what 1s needlk 
that God can do itif he pleaſe ; it does not ſhew 'thuth 
does it, and that-only would have-been to the purpoſe, | 
Beſides, whatever Opinion they have of 'the Lawfulu 
and Profitableneſs of praying to Saints, they ſhould lu 
been very much afraid,to-affirm them:to be- Mediators 'ifh 
terceſion; when without any: diſtinQion,the'Seripruteta 
not only -give'to Chrift the Quality of 4 Mediator, 'asMi 
Meaux (c)grants ; but likewiſethe Quality of our Only 
diator, as he ſhould have granted. 'For as there is one Gul 


Chrift Feſus. Much ks ſhould Menthave been-enconrpt 
to make immedate Applications to the Sas, tmorem 
quently than to Goa,or to Chrift, asif the Saints were 
eaſily prevailed with by our Prayers,-'than 'our God 
Saviour. Theſe Exceſles were too notoricus to be denit Pk 
but withall they were too Scandalous to be confeſſed; 
in all reaſon they ought to have been ſeverely: repro 
M. de Meaux would have us to obſerve, that 'the Count 
teaches, 7? is yood and profirable to 'pray 'to' the Sali 


l 


As it ſtands in the Church of Rome; 
And we do obſerve, that tho the Fathers were not inſenſible 
4 | of the extravagant Practices and Doctrines in this matter; 
that were currant amongſt them, yet they would not 
youchfake to note them with the leaſt Cenſure ; but were 
. | content to let them go on, as they had done before. 
Moreover, they pray to the B. Virgin, to proze& them 
from the Enemy, to receive them at the hour of Death, to be 
propitious to them, to ſpare them, to give them ſtrength, to 
ve them grace, tO open the gate if Everliſting life to them 
and for all that a good Chriſtian can ask of God. Such like 
Prayers do they alſo offer to the other Saints. But nei | 
ther ſhall Iſtay upon this ; becauſe they do not go a- 
* bout tojuſtifie it amongſt us, otherwiſe then by pretend- 
ing, that they fay what they do not mean : and that z/e 


Prayers always. to this Form, that the Saints would pray 
for us. Now when they confeſs, that the outward Yenerati- 


wedeſire no greater evidence of ſelf-Condemnation in this - 
Gafe, then to hear them ſay quite backward, that the in- 
tention of the Church and her Faithful, is eſtabliſht to ex- - 
- plam-rhe meaning of ſo conſiderable a part of their out- 
ward Worſhip. But in the mean time God help the com- 
mon People, if they are to be judged after their own Inten- 
tions and Underſtandings, and not the Intentions and Ex+- 
poſitions of ſome few Guides of their Church. 5 $146 
_. To name no more of theſe Enormities; their dividing;to 
tie Saints their ſeveral Offices in their Prayers to them, is 
a moſt unaccuuntable Superſtition, 3. e. That one Saint is 
aplied to for the cure of one Diſeaſe, and another for a- 
wil "ther, and ſome peculiar things deſired of almoſt every 
coll 8; . For how can they perſwade us, that they deſire no- 
« ng of the Saints, but the help of their Prayers, when 
they attribute to each Saint his -untiedler Vertue and Pow- 
| er; 
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Intention of the Church and of her Faithful, reduces theſe exp. p. 6. 


| onis efatliſhed to teſtifie the inward ſentiments of the Mind,** 5 


Our requeſting one anothers Prayers 
er; unleſs they think that St. Apo/lonia's Interceiſion is ng 
as efftectual againſt the Gout, as the Tooth-ach - | 


F -*4. 


Put ſetting aſide theſe Exceſles, which ſeveral mode | 
rate Men - of their own Church have complaind' of | 


but all to no purpoſe ; let us hear what they ſay in behalf 
of Praying to the B. Virgin, and to the Saints at all, ſup. 


poſing it be for nothing,but to pray for them, as one Crez. f 


ture may do for another, and that they ſpeak to her anf 
them, in Hymns and Strains, which as to the matter there. 
in contained, do not exalt them above the condition 
Creatures: In one word, why they addreſs to her, and the 
reſt of the” Saints, with any ſort of formal Invocation. 


We dare not do this, becauſe we belicve Prayer to bear Þ 


Eſſential Part of Gods Worſhip, inaſmuch as 'tis ſometime 
put for the whole. ow ſhall they call upon him, in whm 


they have not believed 2 1.e How ſhall they ſerve al 


Worſhip him 2 Tis ſo incommunicable a Workhip, tht 


a) What ave wa 
fol ij '* '» be called an houſe of Prayer. And ſurely when God nanie 


hrs Prayer * his houſe, by ſome part,of that Service that was performed 


ray torus. , there, he would chuſe ſuch a part as was peculiar to him 


for word St, ſelf. This and much more we fay for our ſelves. 
Pauls? 1 6 But to all that we can fay, they give this plauſible At 


more murious Js - age” Ig 
20 the Creator, {wer,(a) Thatit makes no moreagainſt their practice, ind 


wy is be ſiring the Prayers of their Brethren in Heaven, then again 
addreſs ro the theirs and ours,in deſiring the Prayers of our Brethren up 
ages on Earth; and,as Monfieur de 21. fayes, that it is profitatk 
Paſt. Let. p16. 79 Pray 70 the Saints,in the ſame Spirit of Charity, and us 


cording to the ſame order of Fraternal Society, which mv 


*XÞ-P- 6 us to.demand aſſiſtance of our Brethretliving upon Earth. 


- Now this is a very. popular way to ſave themſelves iro 


God himſelf deſcribed his own Houſe by it. My houſe ful Þ 


BlamP 
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No Reaſon for praying to Saints. 


blame, but by no means ſufficient, For there is a Concur- 


rence of other Reaſons to make it profitable to deſire the - 


Prayers of our Brethren upon Earth, beſides theſe two, that 
they are our Brethren, and that we love one another. God 
has manifeſtly approved it in the Holy Scriptures ; that 
is one Reaſon : Beſides, we are alſo ſure, that when we de- 
fire our Brethren upon Earth to pray for us, that they hear 
us ; that is another reaſon. But neither of theſe Reaſons 
can be juſtly produced, to ſhew the Profitablenefs of Pray- 
ing to the Saints departed. 

' But becauſe this is the moſt common -and colourable 
Defence they make ; I ſhall further ſhew, what may and 
ought to be replied to it, by the People of our Communion. 
They fay, we may as lawfully defire thoſe in Heaven to 


Pray for us, as thoſe on Earth. But let us then tell them, 
that when we ask of one another things proper to be ask- 


&d, theſe Requeſts are by no. means:that which we: under- 
ſand by Prayer, or- Religrous Invocation: and that them- 
elves do not ſo account. them. . Moyfreur de 'M. clearly 


gives them another name, he calls it beſeeching or demand-, . 


ing the aſiſtance of our Brethren.. But men of all Religions 
do agree, this to be a quite different thing, from that part of 
Religion which we call Prayer. 

And to make this matter ſo plain, that it can neither be 
mifunderſtood nor denied : Suppoſe a Man viſited with 
the Peſtilence, or any other dangerous Diſtemper,to deſire 
his Phyſitian to apply his beſt Skill to recover him ; Is this 
Prayer or Religious Invocation ? No ; they will not fay it 


| B, But if the ſame Perſon deſires: the B. Yirgin, or St. 


Roche, or St. Sebaſtian to reſtore him to health. This they 
will confeſs to be Prayer. And the reaſon of the Differ- 


ence 1s not, that the Phyſitian is deſired to help the Patient, 


by his skill in natural Remedies; and the Saints by their 


| Interceſſion with God. For ſuppoſe that the Patient ſends 


2 for 


Si 
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Our requeſting one anothers Prayers 
for the Prieſt, and deſires him to pray for him, they wit 
not fay that this Deſire is a Prayer to-the Prieſt, 'or a Rel; 
gious Invocation of him: They will tell you, that the Sick | 
Man deſires or demands the aſiſtance of the Prieſts Prayers 
But (till if he calls upon the B. Yirgzy, or any of the Saints 
departed; to help him by their Prayers; this is properly, and | 
in the account of Religion, praying to them. What then is þ 
the reaſon of the Difterence;. for here is a Requeſt made ty 
the Prieſt and to. the Saint, and the ſame Requeſt too: 
why is one Prayer, and the other: not > Now though ye 
ſhould not perfe&ly agree with-our Adverſaries, about the Þþ 
reaſon: of the Differen-e ; yet ſo long as. it is and: mult by 
acknowledged, that the honeſt Requeſts, we make to ones 
nother upon Earth, are not: that part of Religion-whichw 
call Prayer ;. but thatthe Requeſts, which: we- make to the 
departed Saints,are Prayer ; ſo long,l ſay,as this is granted; Þ 
'tis plain,That this their common Argument, /? zs /awfwad Þþ 
profitable, to defire the aſſiſtance of our  Brethrens Prayers 
here upon Earth,. and therefore it is lawful aud profitallh, 
to call upon-thoſe in Heaven to afhſt us with their Prayer; 
is very deceitful. For this is as much as toſay :. Thoſe Bi 
queſts which are zot Prayer, may be lawfully made to Cia- 
tures; and therefore thoſe which are Prayer, may be mak 
to Creatures, as lawfully as thoſe that are not. ; 
Now. if: you deſire to know, what it-is- in; this caſe-thit 
- makes the difference : Ithink the Anſwer is very plain. Fo 
the difference is not to be taken. xr. From-the Matter d 
the Requeſt, for that-is.the ſame : Nor 2. from the Perſon 
themſelves to whom the requeſt is-made ; for if the Saint 
departed were here, why would:my requeſting of the film 
thing, be Prayer to-him, and not to.the Prieſt 2 And thet6 
fore 3, It muſt neceſlarily lye in the different Circumſtar 
ces of the Prieſt, and the Saint; that: the former-is with m6 
0c. the: WtRee- 6 Sheng Froup 00G Roquells made to a 
att 
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Ns reaſon for Praying to Saints. 
Faithful, are made to thoſe that are within the compaſs of 
civil Converſation : But the ſame Requeſts made to the B. 


| 7irgin and the Saints, are made to thoſe that are departed 


ont of the compaſs of civil Converſation. And this is that 
which makes them not to be Prayer in the. former caſe, 


and to bePrayer in- the latter. 


' But if it be further inquired, why it is Prayer to ask the 
fame things of thoſe that are diſtant from civil Converſa-- 


' tion, which to ask of thoſe that are within the compaſs of 


it, is not Prayer > The Reaſon ſeemes plainly to be this, 
That when I addreſs my ſelf to one that is within the com-- 


| paſsof civil Converſation, in which.Men'uſe to hear or to 


underſtand one another; my Aſſurance that he hears me, 
Goes no Way aſcribe to him a Knowledge or a Preſence,. 
which is above the Condition of a Creature, But if I in» 
yoke the Saints every where with Aſſurance that they 


hear me; I have no other reaſonable ground of ſuch Af-- 


farance, then that they are every where preſent at-the ſame 


; time: For if Tacknowledge, that there-is a certain limited 
| Compaſs, within which they can hear and know; let this Li-- 


mit be never ſo wide, how can I. be aſſured, that they 
are not out of that Compaſs when I ſpeak to them » Bur. 
the Romani/ſts pray every where to every Saint, believing 
that they .are heard. Ut zs certaim, ſays one of them, 


(e) that the Saints know what we bring forth by the Aﬀ (ec) Bdlar, ds 
feltion of the Heart only. (f) It is of Faith, faith ano-/#% Beat. l.1. 
ther, that the Bleſſed know our Prayers which we pour out CE) Peſane 1. 
to them, elſe it were in vain to make them. Now a Re- Thom. qu. 12. 


queſt does undoubtedly become Prayer , or Relizious In- iy 


Weation, when the making of it attributes any Divine Pre- * 
ropative or PerfeQtion, to the Being that is: called upon ;. 


wdtherefore,becauſe Immenſity ofPreſcnce is an incommu- 
nicable PerfeQtion of God; and becauſe alſo Requelts made: 
to thoſe, that are out of all liges of: civil Communication, 


Exp. þ. 8. 


Our requeſting one anothers Prayers 
being made in-Faith, 'do aſcribe that Power to them which 
is proper to God only : Therefore ſuch Requeſts are prg. 
perly Prayer, or Religious Invocation. 

It is indeed very 'poflible, that he that prays to the x 
Virgin, and to the Saints, may not believe that they are 
Omni-preſent ; but if he prayes, as they pretend®o do in 
the R. Church, with Aſſurance, that they hear him, his 
Prayer implies it, and himſelf by Conſtruction of the Faq 
afcribes it to them. For let hitn, if he can, produce any. g 
ther reaſonable ground of Aſſurance that they hear hin 
whereſoever and whenſoever he addreſles to them. But 
inſtead of that M. de Meaux tells us, That the Chur, 
contents her ſelf to reach with All Antiquity (not all An. Þ 
tiquity I am ſure) thoſe Prayers to be. very profitable y 
ſuch who make them, whether it be the Saints konw them, ly 
the Miniſtry and Communication of Angels, who accordny 
to the Teſtimony of the Scripture, know what paſſes —_ 
us, &c. whether it be, that God himſelf makes Known to 
them our Defires by a particular Revelation : or laſtly, whe 
ther it be that he diſcovers the Secret to them in his Divine 
Eſſence, in which all Truth is comprized. Now if his Church Þ 
could have taught us, upon what grounds they are aſlured, 
that the Saints do hear them either, this way or that way; 
or that God has in general revealed to us, that they hear 
or know the Prayers we make to them, one way or other, 
and therefore, that it is profitable to pray to them; ſieſh , 
had not been conzen? to teach,that the Saints do know then Þ y, 
ſome way or other, though the knows not how or why. Þ 4 
For what foundation that they hear us, can be gathered 
from ſuch uncertain and looſe ConjeCtures, as theſe are ? Cat 
any Man convince me that a thing is done, by telling ms 
that it might be done by ſome way or other, tor any thung 
he knows to the contrary ? And is this kind of Arguing;# 
ſafficient Ground to eſtabliſh fo ſolemn a part of Reg 
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13 the Inyocation of Saints 2 I know *tis poſſible for God to 


reveal to my.Friend in the Eaſt-Indies, what fay here (in: 
England : But am I fure,thatif I fay to him an Ora pro yo-" 
Lis at this diftance, it reaches him forthwith 2 It were no 


difficult matter, if it were needful, to find them trouble 


enough to clear theſe very ConjeQtures from Abſurdity ; 
but as long as they are only ConjeQtures; they can be no 


Foundation of a certain Perſwaſion. Whereas theref.re,. 


| de Meaux ſays, 1t is manifeſt,that to ſay a Creature may have 
_ the knowledge of thefe Prayers, by a Light communicated to- 
| him by God, is not ſo elevate a Creature above his Condition; 


| fay, it is a$ manife/?, that this is no ground of Certainty, 
that the Saints hear our Prayers at all ;' and if this be all 
they have to fay, and yet will pretend to pray to them 
with Faith ; there is but one ground left for that Faith, vz.. 
That the Saints are every where preſent, and are there- 
fore elevated above the Condition. of Creatures.: Which 
though ſome of themſelves do not believe, yet their Aſſurance: 


to be heard, being altogether unreaſonable without that 
| belief; 7hezr Prayers do give the Omni-preſence of God to | 
Creatures, which is indeed the great. reaſon, why their Ad- 


dreſſesto the Saints are properly Prayers. 
This therefore I lay down, and let them remove it if” 


they can ; that to invocate any Creature, who is out of the: 


compals of civil Converſation,z:e.with whom I cannot con- 
verſe, 3s we do with one another, by ſpeaking within: 
the known diſtances of Hearing,or by Writing, or Meſſages 
or the like, is in it ſelf a vain and fooliſh thing,becauſe he is 
outofdiſtance, But if I pretend,that it is profitable to invoke 
the Saints, and this upon Aſſurance that they hear me, tho 
1 Can neither tell which way. in particular, nor can ſhew 
In general, that, they do certainly hear me ſome way, that 
0s not infer their Omni-preſence ; there is no remedy, 
amy Invocation of them muſt by conſequence confeſs, 


thatthey are Omnipreſent. Let. 
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Our requeſting one anothers Prayers, 6c. 
Let therefore thoſe of our Communion fay, that ty 
calling upon God, they do acknowledge his Omnt-preſenc, 
as well as his other Infinite PerfeQions : and that they ar 
fuch Acknowledgments, which make their Invocation 
God, R:ligious Invocation, or that which is Prayer in the 
account of Religion : And therefore, that they dare ng 
call upon the Saints departed; becauſe they being withoy 
the compaſs of civil Converſation, or of ſuch meang 
Communication, as we have with one another in thi 
World ; we cannot be reaſonably aſſured, that theyheary Þ 
unleſs we will ſuppoſe them to be omni-preſent'; which x 
we do not believe,ſo we dare not do any thing that looksz iÞ 
if wedid believe it. | 
Thus have I ſhewn, what in our Judgment makes th 
difference, between asking fit things of our Brethren upy 
Earth, and asking the fame things of our Brethren in He Þ 
ven; why one is not Prayer, and the other is ; wiz þ 
cauſe the Living are within our compaſs, and the Dead in 
out of it. But whatever it is that makes the differen; # * 
ſince the honeſt Requeſts, we make to one another inth# - 
World, are not Prayer, and the Requeſts we make to tht 
Saints in Heaven are Prayer ; it does not follow, that wt 
may requeſt the ſame things of Theſe, as we may of Th: * 
For if the Argument be put into proper Expreſſions, ni © 
thing can be more apparently inconſequent ; for then k 
Fl 


would run thus : Becauſe I make my Requeſts known 

thoſe, to whom I do not offer the Religious Worſhip i 
Prayer in fo doing, therefore I may repreſent my Defirs 

to thoſe too, whom I cannot call upon, but my deſi * 
become the IVorſhip of Prayer, or Religious Init ** 
tion, 7 | 
And from hence it appears, that tho' this Act of Rt th 
gious Worſhip, be given by thoſe of the R. Church to 
the meaneſt Saint; yet after the moſt plauſible Deſen® 
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they make of their praQtice in ſo doing, it is not to. be 
given to the moſt excellent Creature, and therefore not 
to the B. Virgin her ſelf, And by this we may judge, 
what a Cauſe they have to maintain, who call upon the 


Saingg,. and eſpecially upon the B. Virgin, in ſtrains fo 


unſuitable 'to the condition of Creatures; as they are 


| whom they invoke: when becauſe they are but Crea- 


tures, they ought not to invoke them at- all, ſince they 
are out of that compaſs of Converſation, in which only we 
could fpeak to them as to Creatures, with Faith that they 


S. 4- 


\ To come to the next particular ; when they kneel to 
the Images of the B. Virgin and the Saints, and pro- 


 firate, and humble themſelves and Pray before them ; we 


aregiven to underſtand, there is no harm in all this ; be- 

they attribute no other vertue to the Images, but that of, . 
exciting the remembrances of thoſe they repreſent ; and their 
zntextion is not ſo much to honor the Image, as to honor the 1% 
Apoſtle or the Martyr in the preſence of the Image. As if 


the Image. were preſent,to ſee and obſerve the Honour that 


is done the Apoſtle or. Martyr : For it is no great honor 
that any body gets, by being honored 1n the. preſence gf 
mere Wood or Stone, that can neither ſee nor hear. Thus 
was an odd expreſſion of M. de Meaux, this of honoring the 
Martyr in the preſence of the Image, no way ſutable to the 


Me deſign. of his Expoſition ; but fitted only to the Superſti- 


tion of ſuch People, who have been made to believe,by the 
weeping and ſmiling of Inages, and by the rowliyg of their 
Eyes,and by the ſhaking of their Feads and Bodies,&cc. that 
tley are a kind of animated things. But to let this pals; 
what though M. de. Meaux attributes no other virtues to 


Images, but that of exciting Remembrance > What tho he 


takes 


t7 
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| tore, with all the Ceremonies of Reſpect and Veneratin,f 


hanor the Image, as the Apoſtle or Martyr. He will fy bitr 


Wor ſhipping Images cannot be juſtified, 
takes a very commendable Care in his Dzoceſs,to make th 
People ſtop 'there ? Does he not know by experience, g 
not all wiſe Men know it, and many honeſt Men in th 
Communion of that Church conteſs it, that in thoſe my 
goes which the people are taught to preſent themſeles þy 


there is another fatal Y:rtue, and that 1s to excite dewyiy 
toward themſelves, even to the demanding of Favours fra 
them and putting Truſt in them ? Is 1t not as notorigg 
that the wretched People are guilty o& worſhipping th 
Images of the Saints, no otherwiſe than they do the vain 
themſelves, as that they Worthip the Saints no otheryikſÞ 
thenthey Worſhip God himfelf; as Ludcv.Yives complain 
{f it be ſaid that theſe Abuſes may be provided againſt, mf 
Im ges may be ſtill ZZozor'& (for: ZZonor 1s the Word thayb 
Religious worſhip 18 the Thing): F would: know, why ma 
fhould make Proviſions in this caſe, as if they were wik 
than God, who to prevent theſe miſchiefs has forbidda 
Image-worſhip altogether. If there were any fuch Adw 
tages to be made of it, in compariſon to which rhe Day 
of it-were nothing at all, how comes it to be ſo ſever 
Prohibited 2 But when we conſider, for whoſe ſake clic 
they pretend the Profitableneſs of Image-worſhip ; wek 
how true it is, that the Wiſdonn: of Man'is but Foolithne 
when it would mend the proviſions of God. For Imp 
are by af means to be retain'd and honor'd, becauſe tif 
are the Books and Remembrances of:the: Common Peojt 
and Helps to: their Piety and Devotions ;: who- thera 
cannot be withnur them : But M. de  Meaux, knowsll 
theſe gre moſt apt to be led into the worſt Superſtitions bes 
Images, and that: it is one of the hardeſt things in Þ the 
World to prevent it. Udi 

M. de Meaux tells us, their Tgtention is not ſo mul pen 
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By any Intention whatſoever; 


ple ſhould intend more then this comes to. But let him 
tell me, how or where the Church has expreſt her «lf. 
vith the leaſt degree of that Zeal, which the redreſſing of 
fach horrible abuſes in this matter, as are every where 
:# known, does {till require. The Superſtition of the vulgar 

in their Communion 1s notorious, and which is {lll 

worle, the Doctrines leading to the moſt Superſtitious Opi- 
 nions and PraQtices in this kind, were and are notorious; 
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which is due to the Prototype: And are not theſe things 
- uncenſured by the Church of Rome to this day 2 If indeed 
ve could once ſee that Church beſtir her ſelf, againſt 
the groſs Exceſs of Image-worſhip, as ſhe does againſt 
tk that do not worſhip Images at all, we might allow 


_2 
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far as we can ſee,they that worſhip the: very Images them- 
ſelves, and put confidence in them, go for very good Ca- 
thlicks ; while we that dare.not worſhip them at all, be- 
cauſe God has forbidden it, are for our forbearance uſed, as 
they. uſe Hereticks. : bf, 

' But etting all this aſide, what ſignifies the - Intention 
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he expreſs Prohibition in tte Scriptures 2 It is not 
W 


th  vithout a diſtin&tion. God hath 'faid , Zhou ſbalt not 
biy down to Images, nor wor(bip them. If indeed he had 


Tl fie excepted Caſe. But where God hath: not excepted or 
diſtinguiſhed, we ought not to do ſo : unleſs we will 0- 
pen a door, to evacuate all divine Laws whatſoever, by ar- 
- bitrary Diſtin&tions and Reſervations. 

| D 2 In 


thit 'tis the Intention of the Church, that none of the Peo- | 


for inſtance ; That the ſame worſhip is due to the Image , 


ſomething to this Expoſition of their /tentions. -But as 


ofthe Church, if it ran through-all the Members of it, a- - 
whul to do that with a DiſtinQion, which: is forbidden 
"yy clewhere made an Exception. to this Rule; it had been. 


Þ vful for us to have made uſe of his permiſſion, it hed 
been neceſſary for us to have. obſerved his command in 


Religious Worſhip of Images univerſally forbidden, 
In ſhort, that Worſhip which they pretend to give. 
the Saints by their Images, has theſe two terrible 'Prejy, 
dices againſt it. / | "I 
.r. That the Honor, which they give to- the Saints by 
their Images, ſuppoſing none of it to be loſt by the way, 
is not to be given to the Saints themſelves ; as we hays Þþ 
ſhewn already. | OY 
2. That the Worſhip of Images, let it be explicated with 
all the Fineneſs and Arts of Diſguiſe they are Maſters 
is after all to be utterly excluded out of Religion. Thx 
being a Worſhip, which God: will by no means ' endug 
ſhould be given to himſelf, having univerſally prohibiteir 
Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven Image, wor th 
likeneſs of any thing that is &c. which is to my under 
ſtanding, as plain a Prohibition of all Image-worſhip wht 
ſoever, as theſe words would have been an InjunCtion o 
it, Viz. Thou ſhalt make to thy ſelf ſuch or ſuch Images ml 
Pifures,and ſhalt bow down before them and worſhip them, 
this had been faid inſtead of the contrary. Now inded 
if this had been faid, it had been extremely neceſſary t 
diſtinguiſh, between Relative Worſhip .and 44&ſolure Wot 
ſhip, between Worſhip terminated upon the Image, andlr i 
tended to the perſon repreſented by the Image; betweents 
king it for a God or a Saznt, and taking it only for ſome It 
preſentation of the one or the other. But as in that ak 


ſuch diſtinftions had been very neceſfary, ſo as the. cat 


ſtands they are vain and impertinent. For if 'Image-wat 
thip had been commanded or permitted, ſtill we had bet 
to worſhip Images, but as Images: But it being forbidde), 


we are not to worſhip them at all. I fay if it had ba 
allowed, we muſt indeed have worſhipped them with a D 


ſtin&tion ; but as it is forbidden,we muſt not worſhip the 
tho with a diſtinCtion, becauſe 'tis forbidden without al 


diſtin&tion, and as univerſally as words can expreſs a) 
thing, | M. & 
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The Superſtition-of the R. | Church about Rel iques, 


'M:de Mea ſays, that after the ſame manner, we ought 10" 
wmiderftand t he Honor which they fay to Relignes after. 2 Þog/. 


Example of the Primitive Church. The Example of the Primi- 


tive Church, ſhall be conſidered-in its place. In the mean 
time, If the Worſhip of mages, and the Worſhip of Re- 


liques, are to ſtand: or fall' together, we-have already ſeen, - 
what will become- of this; having ſhewn how unſuccesfully + 


they plead for the other. Bur it- M. de Meanx, pleads for 
the PraQtice of the- people, -or even the Dodtrine of his 


Church in this Point ; he muſt pardon us, if we do- not 


think-fit,, to take general Apologies, for a reaſonable -In- 
dacement, todo thoſe things, -which he was'inot willing 


toname in particular. We may ſay in generdl,fays Mz de 


Meaux ; That if Proteftants would-but confider, how the Af- 
feltion which we bear to any one propagates it ſelfvithout Leing 


dwided, to- his Children, \to- his Friends ;+ and after that, - 


by ſeveral degrees to the Reprefſentition of him,-ta' ay Re- 


y * 


mains-of | him, and to any thing which” renows in us bis Ret 


mmbrance. If they did but conceive, that Fmar has the'' 
like Progreſſion , \ſeeing' Honor is nothing elſe,” bat Love 


mixed with Reſpett and Fear : In fine, if they would. but 


cafider , that all the exterior- Worſhip! of the Cathilick'' 
Church, has its Source in God hiniſelf,-and returns badk a+ ' 


gain fo him : They woild never believe, that" this. 


— 


Worſhip, which he himſelf alone' animates, could excite his 


Jealoufie. * -M. de Meaux, conſidered very well, thatiit was 


much 'better, to put us: off with this. general. Account, 
than to mention the Particulars he goes 'about to' Juſtifie. 
It kems, the Worſhip of Religques, is intended for the Ho- 


not be defended by ſuch Apologies as' theſe; if men's Blood, 


. hor of the Martyrs, and the Worſhip of -the: Martyrs, for. 
| the Honor of God. But what kind of -Superſtition might - 


Bones, Teeth, Hairs, Coats, Girdles, Shoes, and fuch like 


lttle things, may be izceuſed; if they may - be'evpoſed, 


with 


Carcch. R, de 
Culta ant, 


The Superſtition of the R. Church about Reliques 


with'a Yenite ad adoranudum, to receive the Proſtrationg of 


the people, in the preſence of, Chrift himſelf, whom they 
ſuppoſe to be bodily preſent upon the Altar: if they may 
be ſought unto for great Graces, and for miraculous Cures ; 
if they may be carried about, to preſerve a man from Fire, 
from Storms, from Peſtilence, from the Danger of Battle, 


and from ghoſtly, as well as bodily, Enemies : If all this, 
ſay, be but the Effet of a Progreſſion of Honor, and may. 


be brought off with a Proteſtation, that the Worſhip js 4. 
nimated by God alone, and 1s performed for his fake. 

M. de Meaux ſays, That if God, as jealous as he is o 
the Love of men, does not look upon us, as dividing, oy 


ſelves betwixt him and his Creatures,when we Love our Neig!. 


hour, fir the Love of him ; the ſame God, though jealm of 
the Honor which his Faithful pay him, cannot look upon then, 
as dividing that Worſhip, which is due to him alone, whey 
out of Reſped to him, they honor thoſe whom he hath honored, 
But as there may be an inordinate Love of our Neighbou, 
whom yet God hath commanded us to love ; ſo there may 
be an inordinate Honor, given by us, even to thoſe whom. 
God hath honoured : And if we go beyond the Bounds 
that God hath ſet us, in loving the one, and hononring 


. the other; if we love our Neighbour, as we ſhould ' lov 


God only; if we honor the Martyrs and the Saints, as Gol 
only ought to be honored; it will I preſfume,be no ſufficient 
Excuſe to fay, that it was done out of Reſped to God. Tht 


thing which M. de Meaux ſhould have ſpoken to, but hs 


not; is this, That the Honor they pay to Reliques, is not 
part of that Worſhip,which is due to none but God. Witls 
out this-'tis in vain, to flouriſh out a general Notion which, 
no man denies, viz. That we may ſo Love the Fathful, and 
Honor the Martyrs, and the very Reliques of Marty, 
as not to divide between them and God, the Love and 
Worſhip which is due to him alone. The truth is, W & 

eanx 
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Diſſembled, but not defended by M. de Meaux. 


Mex had a very hard Task in the Expretion of the Vene- 

ration, Which they give to Reliques. For, whereas he had 
{me Colour to inſiſt upon the moderation of his Church, 
in the Buſineſs of /mages, ſince the Council of 7rent de- 
cares, that there 1s no Virtue in them, for which they 
ought to be reverenced, or'truſted in ; yet he wanted ſuch 
a Declaration as this, as to the bakge of  Reliques, and 
could not ſay, that either the Council, or the Catechiſm'de- 
clares againſt believing any Virtue in Relique: ; ſince not-: 
withſtan ing, the Caution they have uſed in the manner 
of Expreſſion, both the one, and the other teach the con- 
trary. So that the Superſtition of Reliqa-s in the R. C. is 
greater than that of mages. And therefore, M. de M.had 


nothing todo, but to ſet off the whole Matter by general 


Apologies, becauſe it would not bear a Defence of the Par- 
ticulars, But of this,T ſhall fay no more,becauſe theExpoſition 
he makes of their DoCtrine and Practice, as to this matter, 
is very like to. that which he makes of the general difference, 
between that Worſhip which they give to God alone, and 
that which they give to the B, V. and the:Saints. Which is. 


. thenext thing I amto confider: 


I 


They teach, That zh? Adoration which is due to God a- 
lone, coafijts principally in believing he is the Creator and 
Lord of all thinzs; and in adhering to him, with all the 


| Powers of our Soul, by Faith, EDpe and Charity, as to him 


alone, who can render us happy, by the Communication of an 


Iyfinite Good, which is himſelf. This intzrior Adoration, has Expop. 4; 
its exterior Marks ; of which the principal" is Sacrifice, 
which cannot be offered tv any, but to God; becauſe a Sacri« 


ſire is eftablifh'd to make a publick Acknowledgement, and a 
ſolemn Proteſtation of God”s Sovercignty,and our abſolute De- 
Rn pendance:. 


24 


Pp: 5. 


Sea, 3s 


_ deſcribed. Concerning the Worſhip they give to the 3 


pendance, Thus. the Worſhip they give to God only j; 


Virgin, and the Sazrts, thus M. de Meaux ſpeaks : 7 
Church teaches us, that all Religiuus Worſhip ought to term, 
nate in God, as its neceſſary End ; and that if the Hoy 
which ſhe renders to the B. Virgin, and tothe Saints, muy 
ſome ſenſe be ca led Religious, rt is for its neceſSary Relatin 
{0 God. | 

We ſhall now be better able to examine the Differenc, 
which he puts in general between the Adoration whichj 


due to God alone, and that Honor which they render y 


the B. Virgin and the Saints, becauſe we have ſeen inpgrafi 
part, 7n what this, Honor conſiſts, 
What M. de 1. has ſaid concerning the inward Ador, 
ration of God, is exceedingly well ſaid. But if wegom 
and take altogether, we cannot but -diſcern, That th 
great Man had laboured his Thoughts into fuch words, x 
thould provide with great appearance of Piety for the 6 
nor of God, that We might-not be offended ; while jt 
he was to fave ſome of it for the B. Virgin and ik 
Saints, that he might not ſeem to deſert the Cauſe of ls 
Church. TMs | 
For whereas he diſtinguiſheth between the inward ai 
outward Worſhip, which is due to God only, he ava 
that Diſtintion, in ſpeaking of the - Honor which thy 
render to the B. Yirgin and the Saznts ; for it had beet 
dangerous way of expoſing the DoCtrine of the pretends 
Catholicks, to tell us what inward or mental Worſhip 8 
be given them. | | 
Whereas the Title of the Section is, That Religious Wi 
ſhip is terminated in Ged alone ; when he was to ſpeakil 
the Honor they render to the B. Virgin and to the Sault 
he qualifies it with this* Suppoſition, 1f- it may i 0 
ſence be called religious. Now to ſay , If it be Relig 


M. de Meaux's Diſtinflion of Religious Worſhip. = 
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New and unſerviceable to his Cauſe. 


7), | are very new and ſurprizing ways of expreſſion ; and would 
'F make one ſuſpect that all of them are notfully fatisfied in 
piving a Worſhip to the B. Virgin and tothe Saints, which 


J' ligious Worſhip ; as thoſe that have gone before them 
in thisCauſe, have without ſcruple called it. 

'  Hegives thisReaſon, why Sacrifice is to be offered toGod 
yo only : Becauſe a ſacrifice is eſtabliſhed t» make a publick ac- 
"| knowledgment and a ſolemn profeſſion of Sods Soveraignty 
and our abſolute dependance. But when he ſhould give a 


proportionable Reaſon,why his Church renders to the B. 
oy Virgin and to the Saints, the Honor of Praying to them, 
za which is one inſtance he preſently names ; he flips it over 


| and pretends no more,then that a// Religious Worſhip cught 
| to terminate in God, as its neceſſary end, and. if it, may be 
Hh called Religious "tis becauſe of its neceſſary. Relation to him. 
«| Nowheſhould haye faid, Prayer is eſtabliſhed to make a.,pub- 
Rs IckAcknowledgment,and ſolemn Proteſtation,as well of the 
th Powerand Excellency of the B. Virgin and the Saints,as of 


the perfection of God. But though the nature of his dife. 


| 08 ule required ſome ſuch reaſon, yet the nature ,of his De- 
| fgn would not bear'it, which was to remove the frigh- 
ful Ideas of his Religion, which we have entertained, and 
to repreſent-it in a more agreeable and pleaſing Form, than 
Ve have yet known it by. - | 

Other Obſervations of this kind might be made, to make 


 t9 contrive/ his diſcourſe into this plauſible Appearance, 
of #9 to ſhew that 'tis no eaſie matter, at the fame time ro 
in ke a ſmooth Repreſentation of their Religion and not to 

{lf Nange it. But I'thall now offer. my Reaſons, to ſhew the 
RicaQtorineſs of his Expoſition in this.cauſe, as he hath 
F med it. | | | 


E I. Setting 


\ nay if it may be ca ledR ligious and that but in ſome ſexſe too, 


without all Queſtion is, and therefore ought to be called,Re- 


| t probable,that it coſt even-M. de. M. ſome little trouble ' 


"OJ 


M, de Meaurx's diſtinfon of Religions Worſhip, 
x. Setting aſide their Profeſſion of ove God, which is fin 
poſed in the Queſtion concernirg h1s particular Worſhip, 
E find no outward Mark,of the Adorat.on that is due to Gy 
only, mentioned, but that of Sacrifice, which indeed M, 
M. fayes is the principal Bat in a point of this conſequeng, 
] wiſh he had been pleaſed to name he reſt But I think 
I may appeal to the Sincerity of M de Meaux, whetherh | 
Sacrifice he means any thing more than the Sacrifice of th 
Maſs,in which t' ey pretend to offer up Jeſus Chriſt the Sy 
of God his natural Bcdy Soul and Divinity as a Propitiatin 
for the Quick and the Dead: For my part 1 cannot find ly 
they give all other outward marks of Adoration to th 
B. Virgin but this; fo thit the Worſhip given toGd Þ | 
and that to her are diſtinguiſhed I fear but by one mat Þ 
And what a rare Account is this of Gods incommunial} Þ | 
Worſhip, iſ that mark too ſhould prove to be one of tha | 
own Inventions ; if ſac'1 a facrifice as that, was not appoints 8 « 

ed by God; if indeed it be repugnant to the plain Authony 
of the Scripture ; as the expoſition of our DodtrinehatÞ \ 
irrefragably ſhewn in a very little Compaſs! This vm * 
firſt Exception, That all the outward marks of Relizim | 
t 


Worſhip, which God hath eſtabliſhed, they make-commy 
to God and the Saints; and that which they give toi 
only; they have made themſelves. <di 
2. Even this very Sacrifiee- of the Maſs, is offeredyſÞ t 
by them, in honour of the B. Yirgin and' the Saints, I 
thus the Oblation runs in their Miſſals, ' Accepr, 0 Hi 
Trinity, ttis Olation which we offer to thee, in honorif tk 
mo glorious Virgin, the Mother of God; &c: Now fit 
they would not offer God himſelf in Sacrifice to: a Cit 


ture. But it comes ſom*thing near itzto offer up ſuch av bc 
crifice in honor of a Creature. For while this 1s done. _ 
can it be faid, that Sacrifice is reſerved to-be a: Proteſtat n 

| / 


of th:t. Honor, which is d«e 70 God only. 


3, Th 


Unſeeviceable to his Cauſe. 


43. They burn Incenſe to the B. Virgin and the Saints, 
which being done as a Religious Rite in their Honor, will 
hardly avoid being a Sacrifice, For though this Rite of 
burning Incenſe,was no part of the Religion that Jeſus or 
bis ApoFFles taught, nor uſed at all in the Antiext Church ; 
yet it ſhould ſeem to be no leſs a Sacrifice now, then it w:s 


| among the Jews,or then it would have been, if it had been 


transferred from the Synagogue into the Church. Ifſuppoſe, 
if the Church of Rowe had thought fit, to introduce the 


' Oblations of BeaFF's and Birds into her Religious Worſhip ; 
| ſhe could not deny, but ſuch Oblations had been properly 


Sacrifices, and were tobe made to God only : And that 
though it were Judaiſm to offer them at all; it were yet 


| [delatry to offer them to any but to God. But what ſhould 


make any ſuch difference, between Slaying of Viftims, and 
turning of Incenſe ; that the former ſhould belong to. God 
only, and not the latter, I cannot comprehend. For the 
Altar of incenſe was moſt-holy-unts the Lord; it was overlaid 


\ vith Gold, which the Altar of Burnt-Offerings was not ; - 


and it was more holy then the Altar:of burnt-Offerings, as 
ſanding in the more Holy place; and one but the 


| Seed of Aaron was to come- near to offer incenſe before 


the Lord, No wonder therefore, that AHezekiah brake 
in pieces the Braſen Serpent, when they burned Incenſe 
toit; for this was-no leſs than offering Sacrifice to it. - 
To conclude, the Idolitry which the Aeathens ſought 
to bring the Chriſtians to, was no other then'to take a 
little Incenſe in their hands, and throw it into the. Fire of. 
their Altars. But yet they burn Incenſe to the Images 
and Reliques of the B. Virgin and the Saints : - And then 
bow can they pretend to ſacrifice to God only 2 But, 

4 &tting all this aſide, let us conſider, that they grant 
Ncrifice is to be offered to God only, becauſe it is e/ta- 
thſhed to make a publick Acknowledgment, and a Solems 

OR > Proteſtation 


Pro. 


Prayer, a Proteſtatation of God's Soveraignty 
Proteſtation of Gods Soveraignty, and of our abſolute Depey. 


dance. Now if this be true,then whatſoever is eſtabliſhed | 


for the ſame purpoſe, is holy ro the Lord alſo. . And there. 
fore Religious Invocation by Prayers for good things, by 


Confeſſions of Sin, by vows of Repentance and Duty, ang 


by Thanksgivings for benefits received, 1s to be offered to 
God only. For in truth, theſe are acknowledgments a 
Proteſtations of Gods Soveraiguty, and of our abſolute De. 
pendence. Nay in truth, they are more noble and excel. 


lent Sacrifices,than thoſe Yitims and other more ſenſible | 
Oblations, which God required under the Law, or before Þ 
it, and which he does not require now. But that which] Þ 
lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon is this, That thoſe material $. Þ 
crifices,were ſo many Rites and Ceremonies of /xvocatim, 


diverſified according to the ſeveral ends of Invocation, e- 
ther for confeſling of Sin, or obtaining a benefit, or return 
ing Praiſes for Benefits received. Hence it is, that Prayer 


and Sacrifice are put- one for the. other in the Holy Scri- Þþ 


tures as when it is faid ; The Sacrifice of the wicked is m 
abomination to the Lord, bat the Prayer of the upright u 


his delight : By which words it is plain, that the Sacrifice Þ 


of the Wicked, is his Prayer, and the Prayer of the upright. 
is his Sacrifice. Now Prayer, and Sacrifice {triatly o cal 
ed,were both Acts of Worſhip ; but Prayer more excellent 
than Sacrifice, becauſe Sacrifice was the Rite of Prayer, 
and a Rite which God required no longer, than till that 
moſt precious Sacrifice of the Son of God was offered fat 
us; the Merit of which alone it is,that made the Prayers 
good men 1n all ages acceptable to God. 


And. by the way, it would be conſidered by the Gentk 


men of the Church of Rowe, That when» thoſe Imperket 


Sacrifices, which prefigured the oblation of Feſ#s Chriſt ontt: 


for all, were offered under the Law ; the Prayers of God 


People were then made only to God. Ard therefore Fw 
that 
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 - » Noleſs then other Sacrifices. 
hat- the Prayers. of the Church are-ſanCtified, by the ac- 


| confpliſhment of the Sacrifice of the Son of God, to offer 


any of them to a Creature, is rather a greater Diſhonour to 
God than, it would have. been before. For if the Patri- 
rchs and the Jews were to pray to him. only, ty whom 
ilone- they offered Sacrifice, /. e. to God ; much more 
hall the Sacrifice of the Son of God, which hath been actu- 
ally offered for us, infer our Obligation to make all our 
Prayers and: Religious Invocations to God only, tu whom 


ve have Acceſs by the merit of that Sacrifice. 


But this T inſiſt upon, That. if-we compare the legal Sa- 


| erifices, with the Prayers of Gods People under the Law, 


theſe were noleſs Proteſtations of Gods Soveraignty and man's 
abſolute dependence then thoſe were ; and that the ZZou/? of 
Ged, was 00 leſs denominated by a Service peculiar to him, 
in being, called a» Zouſe of Prayer, then if it had been cal- 


| kd an Houſe of Sacrifice, as it was an Houſe of Sacrifice 


too, A Houſe of Sacrifice to the Fewes, and a Houſe of 
Prayer to all Nations. 
Now,if theſe more Spriritual and reaſonable Sacrifices of 


| 2 Penitent and broken Heart, a believing and humble 


Heart, a devout and thankful Heart: offered in Religions 


| Invocation, are ſuch Acknowledgments as M. de M. ſpeaks 


of; then are they not to be offered to the B. Virgin and 
the Saints, but to God only. And what now is it that M. 
& M. means,by terminating the Honour they render to th: 
5. Y. upon God 2 Is it this, That the Honour done to her, 
by Invocating her with Prayers, Hymns,Confeſſions of Sin, 
Vows, and Devoting themſelves to her Service, is all inten- 


© &dby the Church for the Honor of God 2 I would then 


kaow,why any Sacrifice may not alſo be offered diredtly 
to the Virgin, the Church intending , that the Honor of 
t ſhould terminate upon God, and believing that he has 
al the Honor of it at laſt. No, ſay they, Sacriffce 3s e/ta- 
tiſhed 


ZI 


The Jealouſie of God is provoked. 


Hifhed to make a pullick acknowledgement of Gods Sqye- 
raignty. But then [ add, that Religious Invocation is eſtz. 
bliſked to make ſuch an Acknowledgment too. So thatif 
Terminating Religious Worſhip upon God, will warrant 
giving it to the B. Virgin, andthe Saints,their Church may 
give to them that Worthip of the more ſenfitle Sacrifice 
which yet they pretend to deny. And if no Worſhip is tg 
be given to the Saints, which is eſtabliſhed to make a $6 
lemn Acknowledgment of Gods Soveraignty,and our depen. 
dance, they muſt deny to the B. V. and to the Saints, thy 


more Spiritual Worſhip of Prayers, Hymns, and Vow, Þ 


which they give. Nor will they ever be able to avaid 
theſe difficulties, but by coming out of the Clouds, and 


confeſſiing according to the plainneſs and the ſimplicity « Þ 


the Scriptures, That all Religious Worſhip is due to God 
and to him only, inaſmuch as Rel:gious Worſhip is eſtabliſh 
ed to make an Acknowledgment of Gods Soveraignty, and 
our abſolute Dependance: And pa#lick Ads of Religiowlhr 


/hip,to make publick and ſolemn Acknowledgmentsthered 


| 6. 6. 
Thus I have conſidered the Defence, that M. & 


has made of the Worſhip of the B. V. and the Saints, ai Þþ 
is practiſed in the Church of Rom2 ; and I promiſe my | 


that whoever ſhall ſeriouſly conſider what has been faid 
willnot be encouraged, by the Zxpoſrion of this Pradtic 
to venture upon it. I know that many of the R. Churd) 
fortifie themſelves, againſt all our Arguments upon thel 
Points, by this Perſwaſion : That ſo long as they do Il 
make Gods of the Saints, but believe and profeſs, tl 
there is but one God, infinite in all Perfe&tions ; all the Be 
nors they give to the B. Virgin and the Saints, are to by 
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terp reted by this Proteſtation : That they have. no _ ; 


By the Religious Worſhip of Creatures, 
God, but the Creator of the World, nor Lord, Lut the 
Gviour of mankind. But if they in this manner aſſure 
themſelves, and would encourage others : I beſeech them 
tn conſider,and would to God, they would all conſider but 
this one thing : That if the Sin of Idolatry cou'd not take 
place, where there is ſuch a Profeſſion, and ſuch a Faith in 


one God (though I more than fear the contrary ;) yet the 


Saint-Worſhip of the Roman Church, does approach to very 


- near it, and is fo very like it, that even this, (if no more 


were tobe ſaid) ſhould be a ſufficient Reaſon to deter us 


* from /#, A Woman that is faithful to her Husband, will 


not only forbear doing the utmoſt Injury to him, by giving 
his Bed to another ; but ſhe will avoid all thoſe Familiart- 


Jous, which lead to the laſt Treachery, and which would 
provoke her Husband's Jealouſie. Now God has deſcribed. 
his peoples Relation to him, by the Relation of a Wife to 
her Husband, not only in the 0/4 Te/tament, but in the 


\ New; from whence it is, that the Worſhip of other Gods 


5 called Fornication , Whoredom and Adultery. "Thus 


mer every green Tree, and ſetting up their Beds upon 


= ery lofty and high Mountain, and enlarging their Bed, 
tÞ Fecauſe they had many Idols. Thus it was faid of //?aet, 3,2, ..« % 
a that ſhe had zhrough the Lightneſs of her Whoredoms, de- | 
18 fd. the Land, and' committed Adultery with Stocks and 


Stones,” This is the Language of the whole 16:þ. Chap of 


'Fiek, were God threaten'd'to jud:;e the Jews, as Wome 1 


that break Wedlock are judged, and would give them their 
Reward in Fury. 

_ Now noofing. that there were no. other 1dolatry in 
tle-Nature of the thing; no other ſpiritual Whoredom 


adFornication, but Worſhiipping that for God, which. is 
00t God ; and thar if: we do but-make'this difference, be- 


WEEN 


ties and Careſſes with any other man, which are ſcanda- - 


| God charged the Jews, *for inflaming themſelves with tols, Ia. $7. 8 %s. 


; 


_ The Jealoufie of God provoked. - 
tween the Worſhip that we give to God, and that whig 


we give. to his Courtiers and Favorites, that ſtill we a, 
knowledge them to be Creatures, and not Gods, Servang 


. and not Lords; and fo do not give them that laſt ang , 


ſtinguiſhing Honor, which to give would , by the Cy, 
feſſion of all, be ſpiritual Adultery in the higheſt deg. 
Suppoſing this, Ifay ; yet let us in the Name of Gad 
{ider, that to give Religious Worſhip to Creatures, as yy 


'as toGod ; to fall down to Images, as well as to God; ay 
to give almoſt quite throughout the fame outward Exprif 


ſions of Honor, of Faith, 'of Love, of Religious Expet 
rion and Dependence to the B, V.and to Saints and Any 
which we give to God ; if it be not downright whoredan 
is yet a whoriſh Behaviour, and more than ſufficient y 
provoke the Lord to Jealouſie. © I cannot bur ſpeak.in t 
Language of the Scripture, upon an Argument that i 
Scriptures ſo largely treat of in this Laoguage. _  . 
It is worthy of much Obſervation, that God gives ti 
very Reaſon, why he prohibited the Worſhipping of 11 
ges:® Fer I the Lord thy God, am a jealous God. Andti 
we might not think it a light matter, to provoke his] 
louſie ; he adds, and I vifit the Sins of the Fathers, ualſh = 
the Children to the third au1 fourth Generation of hn 
that hate me. Iknow who they are, that would fain It 
lieve the Worſhip of no other Images, but thoſe of th 
Gods of the Genti/es,to be forbidden in the ſecond.U 


A 


mandment. But I muſt needs fay, upon this Occaſion ;thitiſ | 


that had been the only deſign of that CommandemeliÞ : 
it 1s very ſtrange,that God ſhould note the Worlhippin 

the Heathen Gods, with no other penalty , than ti 
which his Fealou/ie would inflict; For, to' have any, ol 
God's beſides him, is without .all queſtic 5, ſpiritual Wha 


| 


dom ; and had been threatned;with Diyorce,. if. then 
hibition of fo great a Crime, had needed the of Sandtionlfy £ 


. as 2-EBLd y 
A” 


By giving Religious Worſhip to Creatures. 33 
any expreſs Threatning, But .when he threateng the Wor- 
| ſhip of Images, with the Etftects of his Jealouſie : it ſeems 
tÞ plain, that he means ſuch Image-Worſhip, as is conſiſtent 
G6 with qekngW engine him to be our Only God. And yet 
0 this is the leaflt of all thoſe Reaſons, by which it appears to 
me, that he forbids in this Commandment, the Worſhip 
0-Þ * of all Images whatſoever. I deny not therefofe, but a man 
ay may kneel, may kiſs, may incenſe, may proſtrate himſelf, 

oy pray before an Image; and all this while aſcribe no 
| Divinity to it, nor take it to be his God, So likewiſe he 
«| may Pray, and make Vows, and offer Thanks and Prayſes 
«| to the Saints, and to the B. Virgin, and not take them nei- 
| ther far his Gods. But becguſe God is the peerlefs Majeſty 
tif of Heaven and Earth, he will be ſerved with a peerlef 
Worſhip ; he will therefore have no ſych things as theſe 
irs done in Religion, nor Creatures, to have Reſpect: ſhawn 
-K them, that look fo like to the Worſhip which he requires 
wk himſelf. Why do I fay, /o ike > That which they give to 
I theB.V. and to the Saints, is almoſt the very ſame. Burt if 
il we do ſuch things: as theſe, it will not ſerve. our turn, 
kd That weſtill keep the inward Adoration of Spin 
\ and Truth intirely for him, though we thus honor, his. Cree: 
'* tyres with Religious Rites, and Services; "any; more than it 
| vould-excuſe a Woman, that had given alh the Favors and 
Liberty to another Man, that could provoke her Hushand's 
Jealouſie, to fay, (though ſhe could fay it. with 'Eruth) 
29d whatever Liberties beſides the; uſed, that- thei had ſtill 

ths Bed: yndeffled... uu bs ob 

- This Conſideration. þ could. not forbear-to uſe ; and that 
1n Compaſſion to thoſe, whoſe Prejudices, will not let them 
ſ kelthe:Senſe of thoſe Reaſonings, by which we prove. the 
OE omar Church to. be guilty of downright Idolatry. For 
ion Ne fear of God's Jealaufte, would keep. them from gixing 
| nant, tnole 


"The Authority of the Three Firſt Ages 


thoſe Honors to the Saints, which look fo like Divine Ho. 
nours, if they are not ſo ; we ſhould gain our end upon 


them, though not by the force of the beſt arguing the | 
Caſe will bear : And this 1s our End, That God m:y nothe | 
any more diſho-our'd, and their Salvation hindred, by the Þþ- 
unchriſtian Doctrines and Pradtices of this fort. I have þ 
therefore now proceeded upon this Suppoſition, that by | 


are not guilty of perfect Idolatry, in t..ofe things whic 
we complain of, and yet ſhewn what urgent Cauſe ther 
is upon another Account, for a Reformation of them. Bu 
I conclude this, with profeſſing, That I have ſuppoſed then 


not” guilty of that fearful Crime, only to make way for Þ 


another Argument, ſince all Arguments are to be ufedin 


fo important a Matter, that have a Foundation of Truth; Þ 
but not in diſtruſt of thoſe Arguments, which prove then | 


guilty of it. 


The ſecond thing I propounded was, to ſhew the begis 
nings of this ſtrange Worſhip amongſt Chriſtians, whi 
they offer in the Church of Rome to the B. Virgin, andto 


the Saints. For I muft not forger, that M. de Meauxpt 


tends, that his Church in theſe things teaches as he Pri 


mitive Church taught, and that ſhe does what ſhe reacts 


with all Antiquzty. / v7 
But what if nothing of all this,waseither Taught or dar 
1n the Church for 360 years after Chri/f > M. de M. lays 
that thoſe of the Pretended Reformation (obliged by i 
Brength of Truth) begin to acknowledge, that the cuftm 1 
"Praying to'Satnts, and honoring their- Reliques,was Eftablif 
ed even inthe fourth Age of the Church. This he takes Ls 
oceaſions to inſinuate ; and with. theſe: colours he fer 
limfelf' to repreſent the Reformation as odiouſty- ts *Y 
OY ev 
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Preſumed upon by M. de M. without any color. 


Jeviſe. Thus he tells us in his Paſtoral Letter ; But above 
all what horror are they worthy of, who caſt the Accuſation 


3) 


[of Idolatry] upon the whole Church, aud alſo on the Church ® oft. I. p. 29. 


of the firſt Ages 2 Where he takes it for granted, that the 


-. Honour and Innocence of the frſ# Azes muſt ſtand or fall 


with the Cauſe of the Roman Church ; and ſo takes occafi- 
on to accuſe us of a great and fearful Crime, viz. That we 
caft the accuſation of [dolatry upon the whole Church, even 
the Church of the firſt Ages : He had obſerved but juſt be- 
fore, that zhoſe who b-ar falſe and ſcandalous Witneſs againſt 
an Inmcent Perſon, are Condemned to the ſame puniſhment 
which the Crime of which they bear Witneſs, did deſerve, 
had it been found true. And therefore we deſerve before 
men, the Horror which is due to Ido/atry, and ſhall receive 
the juſt puniſhment thereof in the fight of God. If this Rule 
be true, and we muſt incur the Penalties of 7dulazry, if 
we falſly accuſe others of it ; M. de Meaux ought to re- 
flet apon himſelf ; who having accuſed us of falſly accuſing 
the. Fir#t Ages in this matter, ſupports his Accuſation by 
taking theſe two things for granted : Firſt, that we ac- 


knowledge the 1lluffrious Fourth Age to have: requeſted the Did: 


Prayers of Martyrs, and honored Reliques ; as the pretended 


Catholicks have done ſince: Secondly, that the Fourth. Age 


being granted them, the firſt Three muſt. be theirs in 
courſe, If M. de Meaux be faf: upon theſe Grounds ; we 


have no great cauſe to apprehend the Zorrors and Puniſh- 
 tments.of falſe Accuſation: And if this be all he hath to fay, 


tisbut a very ſlender ground for.an Appeal: to thei Primi- 
tre Charch, and to all Antiquity. For neither, have the 


Reformed acknowledged heretofore, nor do they now 2egin jz, p. 8, 


to acknowledge, that the Cuftoms of the Romany Church ia 
theſe points, were. eſtabliſhed in the Fourth Age of the 
Church. Nor if they did acknowledge it, would his Ac- 
acknowledgment give away the Primitzve Church, and all 
F.2 Antiquity, 


The Authority of the Three Firſt Ages, 


Antiquity in favour of Praying to Saints, and worſhipping | 
of Images and Reliques; unleſs the firft three Apes wer | 
leſs Antient and Primitive.than thoſe that followed. 

That which we acknowledge, 1s not rhat Sain?-Worſty | 
was E/tabliſhed in the Fourth Age ; but this, that towns Þ 
the latter end of the Fourth Age, ſome unhappy occaſion; | 
were given, for the Eſtabliſhing of that Worſhip in aft 
Ages; which we could with had never been given, a | 
which the Great Men of thoſe Dayes (we have reaſon to hs Þ 
ſieve) would have prevented, if they had been Prophet 
as well as holy Men, and forefcen the Miſchieſs, into which | 
they were ripened,by the Superſtition of after-times. 

I ſhall therefore demonſtrate, that 'tis a vain thiig f( 
the pretended Catholicks to preſume, that they ave thi 
Authority of the three Firſt Ages,for the worſhip of Sant 
Images and Reliques, upon ſuppoſition that the Dotton, Þ 
rowards the clofe of the Fourth Age, were theifs in thik 
Poirits. And then Tſhall not fear, to give the trueft -\'Þþ 
count I can,of thoſe Practices at that time, which grew 
terward into the Superſtitions we now corfplain of. | 

Monfieur de Meaaux ſayes, It will not appear very ttt 
that M. Daille ſhould underſtand the ſentiments of the 
thers of the three firſt Ages, better thin thoſe who gatheril, 
as I may ſay, the Succeſſion of their Doftrine after thei 
deaths. Theſe Gentlemen, I perceive, will content - tht 
ſelves with any pretence, to ſhift off the Tryal of their Db 
rines and PraQtices, by the Authority of the rhree Fit} 
Apes. For whether that be /ikely, or not which M. 
 Meavux here puts ; yet I hope we may look into the Writ Þ Þ 
ings of the moſt Primitive Fathers, to fee how things welt 
in their times. And 2 is very Likely that M. Daille might 1 
underſtand the fentiments of the Fathers of the 7hree fl] tin 
Ages, as well as he underſtood the Sentiments of thoſe a} of 
the Fourth. And fo long as we can have tecourſe to ti} Si 
| undoubtel 
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Preſumed upon, &c. 


 andoubted Writings of the three firſt Ages, we may get 


the Dottrine of thoſe Fathers this way, with a little more 
Affurance, then by gueſſing what their Sentiments were, 


| from the Books of their Succeſſors : Which every reaſona- 


ble Man muft acknowledge, unleſs it be reaſonable to ſup. 


| poſe that the Fathers of the Three firſt Ages, did not wader- 


| Sirceinthieſe Cafes, is unreaſonable; becauſe no fatisfatto- 
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fd their own Sentiments, ſo well as the Fathers of the 
| fourth anderſtood them. 


Now in the firſt place, the profound Silence of the three 


| Firſt Apes, aid the better half of the Fourth, as to. the 
| Worſhip of the B. Yirgiz and the Sainrs, and their Images 
| and Reliques, ſhonld be enough to determine the firſt Point 


jn queſtion. And this Silence is not only dire&ly confel- 


| fed by ſome of our. Adverfaries, but as effe&tually confefled 


by the reſt, that labor to find ſome hints of theſe Practices 


in theſe primitive Fathers ; but by fach Interpretations and 


Conſequences, that 'tis almoſt as great a ſhame to conkute, 
tsto make them. Now the Silence of theſe Fathers ought 
fiot to. be rejeted, as an incompetent Proof, becauſe it is 
but a Negative. For ſince we pretend, that theſe Praftices 


| tte tovations and were never heard of in the Ancient 
| Uhitch': Tt is not reaſonable to demand a better Provf *6f 


t, than that in their Books, ſorhe of which give large 
and particular Accounts of their Worſhip, and of their 

Xarines concerning Worſhip, we can no whete rheet 
with the leaſt Intimation or. Footftep of , therri. -Wotild 
our Adverfaries have ns bting expref; Teſtimonies but bf 
the Fathers againſt theſe things, as if they wrote and dif- 


 puted by the Spirit of Prophecy, againſt thoſe Corruptions 


tlat ſhould ariſe, ſeveral Ages after they were dead 2 We 
have; 4s l ſhall ſhew, other ways. ot difcovering their Sen- 


F fiinents, befides this, that they make not' the leaſt mention 


i theſe Services. But to demayd morethan their perpetaal 


ry 
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The Silence of the Three Firſt Apes. 


ry Account can be given of it, but this, That the Worſhy 
we ſpeak of, was'indeed no part of their Religion, Hy 
it been ſome indifferent Rite or Ceremony, that we 
tend about ; this Argument from the Silence of the þ, 
thers, againſt its Antiquity, might with ſome Colour 
rejeted ; becauſe it were unreaſonable to expect, that th 


ſhould take notice in their Writings, of every Cuſtongf 


how little moment ſoever. And yet we find, that inmy. 
ters even of this ſlight nature in compariſon, they have ng 
been wanting,to give us very much Information. Butitz 
a]together incredible, that fo notable and famous a Partofth 


the Worſhip of Chriſtians, as that which 1s now giveny| 


the B. Virgin, and to the Saznts, ſhould not be mentioned 
any one of them, if it had been the Cuſtom of thoſeting 
Tuſtin Martyr, Athenagoras, Tertullian, Minutins Fils 
all the Apelogi/ts, or at leaſt oe of them, would have t 


ken ſome notice of it ; eſpecially, ſince this part of thaſ 


Religion, would have needed Expoſition and Defence, mar 
than all the reſt; for it would have made them obnoxiny 
to th: Recriminations of the Heathens ; and brought 
their own Arguments upon themſelves,which they haduki 
againſt the Heathens, in Defence of their own Woerly 
ping the one God, and him only. _ 
But perhaps they all agreed toconceal this Saint-Waſy 
fromthe Heathens, for the ſame Reaſon why Sa/meronthink 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts concealed it at firſt frombul 
Jews and Gentiles,becauſeforlooth,it had been hard to reqiit 
it of the Fews (who had been taught to pray to God & 


Tim. 2. Dip.8. ly, and to Worſhip none but him.) a»d by publiſhing iſ 


Occaſion had been given to the Gentiles to think, that na 


Gods were now offered them, inſtead of that multitue ij 


God's which they had forſaken. A very likely Reaſon, Wl 
far; That if this had been the DoArine of the Churt 
it was highly neceſlary to keep it ſecret, till Heathen 


al 
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A god Argument of their Sence i theſe things, 
latry were extinguiſhed; and none ſhould be left to up- 
braid. the Chriſtians, with removing the old Gods of the 
«| Heathens, to make way for new ones of their own. And 
F.Þ without all doubt, thoſe that were prevail'd upon in every 
-þ& Perſecution, by Force and Flattery,to revolt from Chriſtia- 
by nity ; though they had'been falſe to the reſt of their Reli- 
neſ gion, yet were true to this Secret of it ; and never diſco- 
| vered tothe Heathens, that (whatever the 'Church:pretend- 
wh ed,) they had been taught to ſay Ave Maries to the B. Vir- 
tzþ gin, and to Worſhip her, and the dead Saints and Martyrs, 
th with Prayers ani Zymns, &c. I thank this Feſuir howe- 
n#© | ver, for confeſſing ſo manifeſt a Truth, th:t this Adoration 
1 þ of Saints was not fit to be expoſed to the Gen?zles. But if 
ms | Matters were carried thus, I think they were not- carried 
cl; | with great Sincerity. This might be like rhe Policy of 
1 Jeſuits; but it did not by any means become the Simplicity 
her of Chriftzans. And yetT think, a Jeſuit would hardly have 
non Þ carried a Secret 72 his Sleeve, ſo dangerous to be diſcover- 
io ed; and fo impoſlible to be concealed. For that. the Church 
tf} ſhould have the good Fortune, to conceal it for above 300 
uſp Years, from the Idolatrous Philoſophers, and Prieſts of the 
hp Gettiles, was of all other things, that paſſed in that long. 
| fine; the moſt miraculous ; and requires ſuch'a Faithito-be- 
j| leveit, as believes 2 thing. the more, the more incredible. 
its. But though this, in the Opinion-of\ all indifferent 
perſons, will be a. ſufficient Prejudice againſt ſuppoſing, 
that the Church kept her Doctrine and Practice from rhe 
nowledge of hr Enemies ;.Yet I believe it will be aſtron- ' 
iſ 8-Prejudice againſt it; amongſt:thoſe-(of which number 
| ptotefs-my- ſelf to: be one) that: honor: the Memories of 
fe Ancient Martyrs, and-love them for their Conſtancy 
49 the Death, in adhering to our. dear'Lord and Maſter 
Zu ;. that this crafty: Deſign, is no: way reconcileable to 
n Wy} fat: Spifit of! Integrity,: which- the! Goſpel frames 'us th, 
Ci by 


Celſ. lib. 2.3. 


Tbid, lib. 7. &. 


The- ſilence of the three Firſt Ages, 


if we are True Chriſtians ; and of which they, if ay 
were undeniable Examples, One would think therefor, 
that if the ZZeathens knew no ſuch-DoCtrines and Pratiey 
amongſt the Chri/t;ans, that the Chrif7zans had none ſug 
to be known: And in the Opinion of Sa/meron himſelf, hy 
thoſe known any ſuch thing, theſe had not failed to hawf 
heard of it. Why then did they not charge the Chriſti 
with Worſhipping the B. Virgin, when nothing would hy 
been more; pertinent and appoſite 2 I will give one | 
{tance of this Queſtion, fo clear and full, that it fy 
render all others ne:dlefs. There was nothing that Celſwi 
ſiſted upon, againſt the Chri/tians Worthipping Jeſus Chrif. 
with more Spite and Triumph, then that Feſus way y 
he called him, a moſt vile Perſon; Taken, Beaten and 
cefied. Tt was for this he ſcorned the Chriſtians, thatths 
ſhould count him the Sex of God; and Worſhip hh 
now dead,who lived and died ignominiouſly. It muſt bew# t 
eaſie to a Chriſtian, to write or to.read his Blaſphemies waſp 
this Occaſion. But there is one place that I muſt not forber:Þþ 
and that is, Where the forefaid Wretch, brings in a Jew, ul h 
with the Jew, does himſelf upbraid Jeſus, That hewſ#® ” 
Born in a little Town of Judzea, and that of a wandrimW ® 
man, miſerably peor, that ſpan for her living ; whowab 
fo for Adultery thrown ont of  doars, by the Carpenter 
Husband ; and being thus driven away by bim, and wand 
up and down in a baſe faſhion, brought forth. Jeſus in a(# 
zer, Thus did that acc«rſed Fillain, blaſpheme the Bll 
Virgin, in deſpite to. Fe/as her moſt Holy: Son;; I ffi 
deſpite: to him, becauſe he' was worſhipped: by. the Chrh 
ans. By bringing forth: the Execrable: Stories of the # 
concerning the Mother, the Impious: Infidel defigned 
make the Church of God aſhamed of Worſhipping 
Son ; whom he ſought to difparage this way, as 'wel' 4 
by objecting the Poverty: of his. Life, and the IgnomWl 
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An Argument that the B. JP. was not then Worſhipped. 


hF of his Death. But ſuppoſe, IT beſeech you , that the 
"| Church in thoſe days had honored the Mother of Teſas, 
; little lefs than Peſus himſelf; that ſhe had been called the 


Queen of. Heaven ; that the Story of her Aſſumption had 
| been then invented; that ſhe had been Worſtipped as the 
Lady of th: World, and ſerved with Prayers, and Vows, 
and Incenſe, and with all, or with any of thoſe Religious 
Rites, that ſhe is now ſerved with : would that ſpiteful 
| Wretch, have failed to reproach the enemies of his Gods 
with ſo plain a matter of Reproach 2 Did he think they 
in} Pad reaſon, to be aſhamed of making ſo helpleſs and 


object of a moſt excellent Worſhip ; and would he not have 
i thought it a greater ſhame, if they had given a ſaperex- 
| cellext worſhip, to ſo helpleſs and fo ſcandalous a woman, as 

the falſe Miſcreant reckoned the Mother-to be 2 Did they 
{ inſult over the Chriſtians for making a God of the Sox of 
- ſuch a Mother > What would they have faid, if the Church 
tad given then the leaſt occaſion to ſuſpect, that it had 
m8 Mde a Goddeſs of the Mother her ſelf > But of this not 
m8 0 word is to be met within all the Reproaches of the In- 
tidal ; no nor of 7rypho or Czcilixs,or any of the moſt bit- 
ter enemies of the Chriſtian names, for the three firſt 
Ages ; where it lay as fair to be taken up, as Argument 
and Occaſion could make it. What Account then is tv be 
given of this Omiſſion 2 It was no Omiſſion of theirs at all : 


it ſelf: No ſuch things as theſe were known amongſt Chr- 
Aulſs #/a%5, and therefore, their Enemies did not lay them t5 
8 'beit Charge : Their Enemies, I fay, who falſly accuſed 
them, as to other matters, upon the moſt ſlight and frivo- 
low# Occaſions. They accuſed them of Worſhipping an 
il 4/e's Head ; of killing a Child at their Solemn Aſſemblies ; 
_ 21d of Adultery and Inceſt, as you may fee in ny oo 
Felix 


The Church had not yet given them this Handle againſt . 


41 


ſo unfortunate a man, as the Pagans took Feſzs to be, the 174, 15. 8. 


42 What was ſaid of the B. Virgm, 
Felix, and elſewhere ; and all this upon the moſt ridicylyy 
Grounds imaginable. But it ſeems the Chr/t:ans paid Rg 
ligious Worſhip to the Yirgin, and to dead Men and jw, i 
men; and their watchful Enemies were content to ſay me, 
ver a word of it. Alas! theſe wiſe Men did not knowhy þ !? 
the Chriſtians derided them, for ſuch things as theſe ; per. Þ &' 
haps they were always deaf, when it was told theni, thy 


the Chriſtians did the ſame things themſelves ; or they hy b 
quite forgotten it, when it was moſt proper to rememberit, s 
or were ſo ſilly, as not to diſcern the Advantage they wee ſÞ © 
to make of it ; or ſo imprudent, as to accuſe them of othy# © 
things which could be eaſily diſproved, rather than toacay Þþ 

them of thoſe things which could rot be denied. The Chil ; 


dren of this World,were now grown Fools intheir Generatin, 
He that can believe theſe things, let him believe them! Fe 
FO FE: ſhall add this only, that when the lealt Occafions wee l 
Julian 1.5, ONCe given,to fuſpect that the Martyrs were worfhippedhy p 
Sce Mr.#ede's the Church,the Heathens immediately laid hold on they * 


Apoſlacy & tence, eſpecially Falian and Eunapius, who urged thee p- 
times, cufation with all the ſtings of Malice ; as their PredexsÞ ,, 
ſors in this Cauſe againſt Chri/t, would certainly have dow þ 
had there been the leaſt Colour for it. | l 


But to return to the Virgin Mary: We have ſeen thatup 
theſe latter ages, the Doctrine of her Worſhip is grownuÞ ,, 
be no mean part of the Body of Divinity, with the Dodwp 
of the Roman Church. There is no end of writing Bow y; 
in her Honor, and to excite and direCt Devotion to It 
A Sermon cannot be preached, but ſhe muſt be addrelaſh} 4, 
to with an 4ve Mary : Nor a large Volume Written, Wh q, 
tis odds, that it is concluded with Praiſe to God, and tot 
Virgin Mother Mary. One would therefore expe, to fn 
4ll things full of Veneration and Addreſs to the B. Vuſſ 
in the Writings of the Primitive Fathers, that is, to mF 
with it at every turn i their Expoſitions of the Faith, ( 
(08 
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heir Exhortations to Devotion and Piety, and in all their 
Homilies to the people. But if you look for any ſuch 
thing, I will be bold to fay, you will loſe your labour ; un- 
lit were ſome SatisfaCtion to find, that the World is ve- 
yy much altered from what it was, and the State of Reli- 
on not 2 little changed. | | 
But the worſt is, that what theſe Fathers ſay of her, is 


| but very little in Compariſon; and that not of ſet purpoſe, 

but incidentally and occaſionally, as they were led to it 
Þ by other things. I know not how the Fathers can be ex- 
 cuſedbut that the Scriptures ſpeak, as ſparingly of her,asthey. 


It were ſomething however, if their occaſional Paſlages 


| concerning her, intimated a greater Regard to her Ser- 
'Þ vicein their PraCtice, than they have ſhewn in their Wri- 


tings ; or if they diſcovered but ſome obſcure Prints and 
Footſteps of ſuch a Devotion to her, as we ſeek for. 
Let us therefore ſee, after what manner they ſpeak of the 


| B. Virgin. 


[ obſerve, that rhe higheſt Strains in her Praiſe, run up- 


on a Compariſon between her and Eve. Thus Juſtin 
| Martyr, who fays very little elſe of her tells us, that Eve 


being a Virgin conceived by the Word of the Serpent, and 


| lrought forth Death : But the Virgin Mary receiving the 


Meſſage of the Angel, concerved in Faith , therefore that 
which was born of her was Holy, viz. the Son of God. He 
proves alſo againſt 7rypho, that Chriſt was to be born of a 


; Virgin, according to the Prophets. | 


After Ju/tin comes Trengus, and with greater circum- 


FaſtinDial.cam 
Tryph. Þ. 327» 


Paris. 


Þ» 290. ; 


ſtance purſues the forementioned Compariſon, againſt theſe 


| ſtupid Zereticks, that denied God to be the Creator of all 


things, and that he uſed his own Works. For againſt 


tlcſe /reneus amongſt other Arguments,produced this, That 


Chriſt took Fleſh of Mary. And then he proceeds to ſhew, 


þ low convenient it was, that he ſhould be: Born of a Y7rgzn. 


G2 Firit 


44 
. Teen, ltb. & 


Q, 


we. A Bs I'9, 


The Word which I tranflate Comforter, is good Angel. And, fa es he, as bir Þ 
in La:in Advocata, from whence Bellarmin - zpas ſeduced and forſook God, lo Ms | 
and Fevardentius conclude very ablurdly in | 
tchalf of Invocation of Saints, rho Ireneus org ; 
had meant, what we uſually underſtand by LV, Ir gtn Mary might be a Comforters 


Advocate, Bur by the fidelity of the Latzr- Rye, : af 8 
Tranſlator in keeping ro the Eccleſiaſtical the Virgin Eve: and that as Mantil 


ule of words, 


Greek word in Ireneus was r4ggxnuTys, Death o the ould be rele 
which how it is to be Tranſlated ſee M. 4 ſe oF We ded 


Daille, who has heyely rtreared this matter, 77r0ugh a Virgin. One t hing bem | 
ana I doubt not to 


What was ſaid of the B. Virzin, 


Firſt he oppoſes the diſobedience in the caſe of the Forhjy 
den Tree, by which Syn came into the World, to that y, 
dience which was performed upon a 7 ree, by him thy 
bronaht Liſe to the World, He oppoſes alſo the Cheat thy 

was put upon £ve, to the Truth that was told Mary, WI 
oppoſes the Virgin Eve, now deſigned to be a Wife, to thÞþ 
Virzin Mary who was alſo eſpouſed; and the Virgin By 

deceived by an evil Angel, to the Virgin Mary believing; | 


ke. toms 8Þ a. an. tt. 


ry was induced to obey God, that th 


ic ſeems evident, thar the was through a Virgin bound over y 


ld. inn. Sn. na __ —— _m_ _ <4 PArw_m, gg" [WY " ry 


ay, has made an end of ?has rightly ballanced againſt andtht, 


ir, De Relig. Cultus ObjeF, p. 41. &c. the diſobedience of a Virgin, by tk 


Adv. Her, ib, 
go Co: 32» $3; 


the Obedience of a Virgin. The ſum of all is this, That the | | 
appeared a notable Congruity in divers reſpects,that as iu | 
2 Virgin led the firſt man Adam into tranſgreſſion,in what 
all Mankind fell; ſo the Virgin Mary brought forth kn { 
into the World, the ſecozd Adam, the Lord from Heawn 8 | 
who was to redeem all Mankind. No honeſt Man wil |} 
go about to make leſs of theſe Paſſages, but he muſt kei | 
very. ſubtle man, that can make more of them. | 
And yet Fevardentius triumphs in this Teſtimony, wiſh ; 
he had found here the Primitive Church,and all Antiquyi 
for the Invocation of the B. Virgin. And no leſs ſatis + 


he was, with a like ſtrain of /ren2us againſt thoſe Heretic ; 
in another place,who ſaid, 'That ChriF# took nothing from tk } 
Virgin Mary, and by conſequence that ſhe was not rellſſ » 


his Mother, nor he really, but only ſeemingly, a Mat 
Now amongſt other things /renzus argues the contrary, 


w—__ 
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the congruity of our Saviours being born of a Yirgin, that 
2 Virgin might bring as much good to the World, as a Virgin 
a | had done mz/chief; whereby it became plain, that God de- 
itÞ feared the Dew// in a congruous way, who by the Virgin 
&| ZFve had ſeduced 4d.m, and brought death upon his Poſle- 
*Þ rity. But why did not 7rexzus complaſh, that this Hereſy 
«| overthrew the very Foundation, upon which the Church 
1 gave 2 ſuper-excellent Worſhip to Mary, viz. becauſe ſhe 
#Þ was the Mother of God 2 nay, why did not he ſilence this I 
| wild Conceit, by alledging the Worſhip which ſhe every | 
i» where received upon this account 2 Fevardentius elſewhere 
#F makes a mighty matter of /renwus his' preſſing Herericks 
uk with Catholick Tradition. Why therefore was not ſo ob- 

"# vious and convincing an Argument, as the Catholick Tradi- 
tio and pratice of worſhipping the Yirgin Mary, brought 
"8 forth upon this occaſion 2 Even becauſe there was no ſuch 
",& Tradition or Practice to be alledged, as any man that is not 
i overruled with prejudice muſt confeſs. *Tis a ſign that an- 
«a cient Teſtimonies run very low with them, when they are 
vB faintomake much of theſe. 
00 But if Zren@s forgot this Argument , 'tis ſomething 
wy frange that 7errwlian after him ſhould forget it too. For 
my writing againſt the ſame ſtupid opinions, he uſes juſt the 
WE Arpument that /reneus had done before him. The Tmaze- 
vil and Simzlitude of God, faith he being captivated. by the 

| Devil, God recovered it by * a Work that defeated the Devil * #mula ope- 
x s ' his own way. For the word that was a Foundation of 7... je care 
wy Death had crept into Eve,being yet a Virgin,and agreeably by Chriſti. c. 27. 
il the word that ſhould reſtore life, was to be received ly a *: a 
Virgin ; that Mankind who by means of that Sex fell into © F 
 Perdition, might through the ſame Sex be recovered to Salts 

vatzon. Eve had believed the Serpent, Mary hath believ- 
ed Gabriel, The Offence which the former hath committed 

a believing, the latter hath blotted out by believing. Ang 
| | What. 


Strom, lib. 7. 


In Lic, Hom,7. tath theſe paſſages. 


Contewpl, of 


Life, &Cc. 


What was ſaid of the B. Virgn, 


” what he tneans by blotting out Eve's ff ence ; Is plain from 


what follows, that Mary brought forrh him who was to ſay 


even his Murderers, and that Chriſt was to come of her fy, | 
the Salvation of Man. What Tert:/lian ays of her beſide | 
is very little and by the bye; as that ihe was a Yz7rgin,becaup þ 


Chriſt was ſaid to b2 made of a Woman : And that being 


born of her, he was therefore of the Houſe of David; ani | 


the like. 


Clemens 4lexandrinus, to illuſtrate a Moral Leſlon, telk 
us, That Mary was a perfcCt Virgin afrer the Birth of he 


So”, and mentions a ' particular proof of it, which fone Þ 


ber. 


ginity of Mary : And in his Zomilies upon the: firſt Chap 
ter of St. 7. ute, where he could not avoid ſpeaking, of here 
Some bodyfayshe,1 know not who, huth 
run into ſuch a madneſs as to affirm that Mary was renount 
Ly our Saviour,inaſmuch as after his Birth, ſhe was joy 
to Joſeph. Now it the Church had then believed the 
Story of her 4{/amprion { which hath been ſo poetically db 
ſcribed to vs of late : ). If the Church had then, for an hun 
dred and fiity years together ſerved her as the Queen of Het 
221, with ſolemn Rites of Worſhip: That man who venture 


todiſparage the B.Virgin in this faſhion, was foolith ro Adi 


ration. But it Origen knew, that the © hurch had give 
her theſe Honors from the beginning ; he wiſe was enoupl 
to have {topped this Madman's mouth with th:t Argument 


or rather to have faid nothing of him; ſince no body could 


necd any inſtruction to hold him for a ridiculous Fellol 
But he thought fit to inſtruct the people,how they ſhoull 
aniwer this man ; and that in this manner:: 7f Mary w 
pronounced Bleſſed in thoſe hymns that were uttered I) 
the inſtinct of he holy Spirit; How can any man ſay, thi 
our Savin denied her. | 


affiro'd. And farther he fays not, that I can remen Þ 


His Scholar Orizen acknowledged allo the perpetual Vir 


Or: 
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' 0rizen ſpeaks very honorably of the B. Yirgin ; but 
yet he repreſents her as an inſtance of humane Frailty , 
1nd one that needed Forgiveneſs of ſins, as well as the 4- 
roſtles: and that becauſe ſhe was offended,as he (it ſeems) 
was perſwaded at the Paſſion of Chriſt. What, ſays he, 4» 
we think that when the Ap ſtles were ſcandalized, that the 
Mother of our Lord was free from it > And fo he interprets 
thoſe words, 4A Sword ſhall pierce through thy own Soul 


alſo, by this paraphraſe, 7he Sword of antelief ſball pierce thy 
 « own Soul, and thou ſhalt be ſmitten with the edge of Doubtful- 
| neſs, I doubt it will not be convenient, toenquire of Or- 


gen any further. | 

As for Athenagoras, Minutius Felix, St. Cyprian, Arnobi- 
us Laftantins ; they have left us nothing at all concerning 
her; unleſs St. Cyprian ſays ſomewhere that Chri/t was 
conceived in the Womb of a Yirgin, &c. But if that be all, 
[lam ſure he neglected. ſome very inviting .occaſions of put- 
ting his People in mind of a great deal more ; which. he 
ought not to have neglected, 1t the DoCtrine of the Primi- 
tive Church concerning the-B. YV:rgin, had been the ſame 
with that of the pretended Catholick Ohurca at this day. 

- And {> we are gotten out of the three firſt Ages. Bur per- 
haps Athanaſius makes amends for all that were before him, 


ln the Sermon upon the 4nunntiation of the Bl:ſſed Virgin. 


That Sermon I confeſs 1s a very ſurpriſing thing to any 
man, that conſi.!ers there was not. the. leaſt preparation 
tor the Do@trine it would pretend to eſtabliſh, in the fore- 
going Ages. But then this (as well as many other things, 
that go under the name of Athanaſius) is none of his ; as 
Bellarmin, and others of his party (o!liged by the Strength 
of Truth) have aCtually confeſſed. And in all probability, 
It Was written no leſs than- 348 Years aſter his Death. In 
lis genuine Works, there is more frequent mention of the 
Virgin, then in the Fathers before lum ; eſpecially in his 

Orations 


4, 
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Orations againſt the Arrians, which he wrote about the 
Year 360. But we muſt go further down, to find whey, 
her Worſhip began, for as yet there is no Appearance þ 
it. 
Hilary, who wrote. about the fame time, fays nothing | 
wit.v. pi.s, DEW in this Matter. He does Induſtriouſly aſlert the Viz 
Com. im Matth, Sinity of Mary, which, and the like things, were donety Þ 
P- 497- ſome of thoſe that went before him. But of her Workhy Þ 
not a word. | 
To conclude, the Fathers do generally ſpeak of he, 
without the Addition of any Title of Honor. For th Þ* 
molt part they call her Mary : ſometimes the Y:rgin ; th 
Mother of our Lord rarely, and the mother of God never] 
think, till the Church was obliged to guard the belief ofth | 
Divine Nature of Chri/?, by all kind of proper Expreſlions 
And even then, this honourable Appellation, was uſed na Þþ 
for her ſake, but to ſecure the right Faith of our Lords) 
vinity, eſpecially againſt the Nef#orian Hereſie. In ſhot, 
the Proteſtants do cuſtomarily mention the Virgin Motte, 
with honorable Additions, beyond what the Fathers of tix 
Three Firſt Ages did. But we Worſhip her juſt as they dd 
Rev. 19. 10+ that is, not at all. For my own part, when I confi i 
that ſhe h:d the Glorious Priviledge to be the Motherſſſ 1 
Ged, 1 ſhould have much ado to forbear regretting thelt | | 
tle Regard wherewith ſome of the Fathers ſpeak of lnſÞ | 
e 
f 
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ſometimes , but that I find our Saviour himſelf, in thi 
* Luke 2.49. * three Sayings concerning her, which are reported intt 
c#, 11.27,28: Goſpels, not to Magnily her over greatly. And the Trill} 
79.24 is, I ſhould have wondred at that too, had not the exobſſþ q 
of later Devorion to her put me in mind, that the H. Wirlff ty 
ters were guided by a Spirit of Prophecy, and bave thr} to 
fore recorded nothing that Chriſt faid to his moſt H. Me . 
ther, but what mizht be of uſe in ſuch times as theſe. Þ «y 
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Concerning the Obje&t of Prayer. 
C 8. CN | 
Let us now ſee whether the Religion of Praying zo 

Martyrs and Saints, and Worſhipping their Images and 

Reliques, has the Authority of the Prim:t#ive Church 

and al Antiquity, It may very well be preſumed, that 

it has not, unleſs we think that the Fathers preferred 


| the other Saints before the B. Virgin. But to fay the 


Truth ; tho hitherto the Virgin and the reſt of the 


' Saints were equal, as to any Religious Worſhip, neither 
| ſhe nor they being yet thought of for that purpoſe ; 


yet when Superſtition at length: began to creep into 


* the Church, the Martyrs Bot the flart of the Virgin, 


In proceſs of time her Worſhip overtopped theirs; but 


| theirs began before het turn came. The moſt holy 
Religion of the Goſpel was delivered all at once; and, 


which is moſt conſiderable, it is the Religion which 


| God hath ſealed, and fo it was, and is all of a piece, | 


But the Corruptzon of that Religion coming an by de- 
prees, as contingent Occaſions gave Birth and Growth 
to it, could not be regularly contrived, but would 
teed a great deal of patching and mending, to' bring 


| toa Face of Uniformity. 


| As for Praying to Saints; I know not how an 

Man can imagin, that the Primitive Fathers . taught 
or uſed it, who conſiders in what Terms they taught 
that God only was to be Invocated ; That Fey count- 
ed the Worſhip of /ywocatign, a better Sacrifice: than 


thoſe which had beeg: offered to.God, as the Law-of 


Moſes required,:and which all acknowledge were to be 


ed to God only ; and that they argued the Divini- 
ty of Chr;/t, from hence that Prayers were to be offered 


tohim, 


\ Trengus tells us, that the Church did nothing by Inte 
Weations of Angels, or Incautations to them, or any 0= 


| ther evil Curiofity, Fevardentius pretends, that this 


CX= 
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excludes evil Spirits only from being invoked, By | 
Ten $6.2.6.57: Jet any unprejudiced Man judge by what follows. By | 


ſays he, ſhe diretts her Prayers chaſtly, purely, and ma. 


nifeſtly to the Lord that made all things. Now accord. | 
ing to Fevardentius he ſhould have added, and to gud þ 
Spirits alſo. For tis a vain thing to fay, that he in. Þ 
tended to oppoſe thoſe only that Worſhipped maliciow 
Spirits ; ſince if this had been his Intention, the plin Þ 


taws of Diſcourſe bad obliged him rather to omit the 
Worſhip of God in this oppoſition, than the Worſhip 


good Spirits. And doubtleſs upon this ſuppoſition, le Þ 


would have faid, that we do not uſe Prayers and Hym | 


to evil, but to good Spirits. 


I cannot but ſet down here the words of the Church Þ 


of Smyrna in their Golden Epiſtle,concerning the Ma: | 


tyrdom of Polycarp. It ſeems the Fews had ſuggeſted 


that if the Chri/#zans could gain his Body, they wall Þ 
perhaps forſake Chri/t, and Worſhip him, (theirTor 


and Reverence of that holy Man, their Biſhop, wah 
well known:) Againſt which ſuggeſtion the Smyrman 


thus declare themſelves. Theſe men know not that 


can neither for/ake Chriſt, who ſuffered for the Saluitin 


of all that are ſaved, the Tunocent for the Guilty; mi 


Worſhip any other. Him truly being the Son of Gia, it 


adore : But the Martyrs and Diſciples and Followen 


the Lord, we july love, for that extraordinary gu 
mind, which they have expreſſed toward their King 
Miſter ; of whoſe happineſs God grant, that we may 
take, and that we may learn by their Examfles. Il 
Teſtimony of the Church of Smyrxa T rather produt 
in this place ; becaufe in two Ancient Manuſcripts 
ted by 'the moſt learned Arch. B. @/her, the [ut 


See 48. uſer, Tranſlation of their Proteſtation runs thus. We Cn 
Polic, or Anſw. ſt jans can never forſake Chrift, who vouchfafed to [uf 


to th its ; ; = 
Clin fo great things for our ſins, nor- give away the OR 


ing to Saints, Prayer t0 any other. 
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Concerning the Objeft of Prayer. 


Clamens Alexandr. defines Prayer by its Relation 
to God, in which (as (a) B-Zarmin acknowledges) he 


But nothing can be more plain, than this Paſſage of 
his. Since there is but one good God, both We and An- 
gels pray to him (b ) alone; that thoſe good things 
may be given us, which we want, and thoſe continued 
which we have, If half ſo plain a Teſtimony could 
have been produced out of the genuine Writings of 
theſe Fathers, for praying to others beſides God, as 


\ theſe are for praying to God alone ; I fear we ſhould 


have been counted very impudent, in our Appeals to 
the Primitive Church, and the beſt Antiquity. The 
fame Perſon had ſaid not Jong before, We do j»/tly 


| honor God by Prayer, and with Righteouſneſs we ſend up 


this beſt and moFfF Holy Sacrifice. 

And I find this to have, been another - gene- 
ral Notion of the Worthip. of Prayer amongſt the An- 
cients, that it was a Sacrifice much better, than thoſe 
more ſenſible Sacrifices, that were either offered by 
the Gexti/es,or required by the Law of Moſes;and more 
plaſing to God. Thus ſays Tertullzan; We ſacrifice for 
the Health and Safety of the Emperor,. but we do it 


(a) 5piAia 
was followed by divers Fathers in the Fourth Century, 79% 7 di3v- 


(b) AAP euTy 


[40V8, 


Strom, |. 7. p. 


721, 


10 our God, and his God; and we do it, as God hath 


commanded, with (c) pure Prayer,or purely with Prayer : 
for ſo he is to be underſtood, in as much as he oppo- 


kth the Purity of Prayer, to the (d)) Sacrifices of 7n- (4) ogris ae 


cenſe and Yittims. ' And therefore, ſays he, We pray ſenguinis. 


rather for the Health of the. Emperor, defiring it of 5" 4 Sap 


bim who can give it. This ſmart Writer, did in his 
Way, very plainly repreſent our Doctrine in the fore- 
mentioned Saying. We Sacrifice, ſays he, but 70 our 
God, and his God, There he repreſents Sacrifice, as 
due to God only : But we do it, as God hath command- 
ed, with pure Prayer. There he repreſents Prayer as 
2 a Ia- 


(c) Pura prece. | 
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thing be more evident, than taat he appropriates thi 
Sacrifice ſo to God, that it ought not to be given 6 


any elſe > Thus alſo he proves againſt the Fews, Thy | 
we muſt now ſacrifice to God, not earthly, but ſpiritu | 


' Sacrifices ; for "tis written, A contrite Heart, an jy 
Ad. Fud.c, 5, humble Heart,is a Sacrifice to God'; and elſewhere Off 


the Sacrifice of Praiſe,and pay thy Yows to the moſt Fig, 


And therefore, a little after he affirms Chri#f to 
the High Preift of eternal Sacrifices, in Oppoſition 


to thoſe that are aboliſhed. Nay, he ſays that th fþ 


(e) Simplex & pure Offering, (e) foretold in Malachy, which all Ny 
ors rg tions ſhould bring, is the Smplicity of Prayer fon 
' the pure Conſcience, which he elſewhere deſcribes by 


Bleſſing, and Praiſe, and Hymns ; and fo is the fant 
with Pure Prayer mentioned betore. This is enough | 


to ſhew ,, that in his days, the Church would wg 

more have offered J4vocations of Prayer or Praiſe ty 

any but to God ; then they would have offered Viftim 

to any but to him, if they had been continued in the 

Service of the Church. o 

And by this we may ee, in what fort we are'tv 

o underſtand that Offering for the Martyrs, which we 
= _ <3, read of in Ter'ullian and St. Cyprian. Says Terwllian 
, =, Demen, © We make Oblations for them that are departed, in I 
mory of their Birth-aays, i. e. of the Days wheat 

they were crowned with Martyrdom. - And this 


Cyprian writing to the Church of Carthge, conteth Þ 


ing Celerinvs, and making mention of his Uncles Las 

{oh Epift. 34+ rentinus and Tonatias ſays, We offer Sacrifice for thi 
E you may remember, as often as 'we celebrate the Di 
pou which the Martyrs ſuffered, with an Auniverſi) 
Commemoration. And thus he writes to the Clergy « 

_ Carthage, concerning the Confeſlors, that ſhould of 


a Sacrifice more Excellent, than that of Ocors "y 
Blood, which the Gentil-s offered. And can any 


* => S S -_ ee — 3 ” & >» @& 


== SEAT EET cS, 


Concerning the Obje of Prayer. 53 


-1 Priſon. Note down the days of their death, that we 74. Ftift, 37. 


may C elebrate their Commemorations amongſt the Mema- 
ries of the Martyrs, Sc. The meaning of which is, 
that they gave Thanks, and offered Praiſes to God for 
thoſe holy Perſons by name, who had conſtantly ſuf- 
fred Death, for the Faith of Chriſt. Theſe were 
the Sacrifices they offered for the . Martyrs, the Sacr;- 
fees of Praiſe ; not excluding, what by other Autho- 


| rities is evident enough, the Sacrifice of Prayers for 


them too, and for all the departed Saints, that they 
might at length obtain the promiſed Refurre&ion. I 


| donot fay, that the Worſhip of Chriſtians conſiſted on- 


ly of theſe Sacrifices. They had the O#lation of Bread See Mr.. Mede 
and Wine beſides, before the Euchariſt; and the Re- __ Mincha 


 preſemative Sacrifice of our Lord's Body and Blood in” 


the Exchariſt. It is enough, that the Religious Invo- 


| extionsof the Church, were held to be the Worſhip of 


Gaerifice, and that of (f ).a more excellent Kind, then (tf) Sacrifein- 
the earthly Sacrifices of Jews and Gentiles, as Zertul- [7 fi po- 
lian calls them. And let the pretended Catholicks tell wa. © 
us, to whom the Worſhip of Sacrifice ſhould be offered 

but to God. They have, I confeſs, kept the Stike of 

theAntient Church ; and pretend to Sacrifice to God, 


and to him only. But the Change which they have 


- made in the Doctrine and Practice of the Charch, hath 


obliged them to apply that Sr1/e, otherwiſe than the 
Antient Church did. When they ſpeak of offering 
Sarrifice, as Monſieur de Meaux does in his Expoſition, 5? S: 3+ 4+ 


| ve are according to the uſe of that Phraſe in their 


Writers, to underſtand nothing but the pretended $4- 
ofice of th2 Maſs. But why muſt not the people be 
taught, that the Worſhip of Prayers and Hymns is a 
Nacrifice too 2 For this was the current Doctrine of the 
Primitive Church. There is a good Reaſon for it ; be- 
ule they do not pay this Worſhip to God alone, as 
tie Primitive Cl;urch did. And. 
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And now as for thoſe paſſages, concerning Ollatiyy 

See Conſtit. 4-and Sacrifices already produced, and many more to thff 1, 
_ "9.7 like purpoſe, that might be produced out of the Father 
I do not know how far a willing mind might go, vf xe 

apply them to the Sacrifice of the Maſs. And whentlyf th 

is done, it is but a little {training more, and they yy of 

interpret Gregory Nazianzen to their own mind tw,f 

whoin his Funeral oration upon St. Bafi/, thus ſpeaksyſÞ 

(8) 5s Tmahim. And now he is in Heaven, (g) as I think of 
gf offers Sacrifices for us and Prayers for the Peqle. aff x, 
1 am confident Nazzanzey, did not fo much as tif F 

that Baſil faid maſs in Heaven for him and the Peojk Þ 

To proceed, Origen is as expreſs to this purpÞ  ;; 

as his Maſter Clemens Alex. He faith we mult yl 

(h) Moww 38 to him {h) alone that is God over all, and we mi p 
Ter T%, pray to the word of Gol his only begotten, and the fiſh 4 
6:5.0rig.contr, born of every Creature ; and we mult humbly biſeiffÞ þ 
Celj. 1b.8: him, as our high Prieſt, to preſent our prayer (faitiſÞ 4 
known to him) to his Father and the Father of tinſÞ 7 

that live acccording to the word of God. A 

This is enough for one man to fay, in fo plainackÞ® g 

And yet I will add, what he fays about this nat 

frem another common Argument, v/z. that the Dir tj 

nity of Chriſt is clearly gathered from our making pup to 

ers to him. For upon thoſe words of the Apollkſy s, 

With all that call upon the Name of the Lord Feſus, kW th 


orig.in Decim, faith, that the Apoſtle pronounces Jeſus Chriſt to bei 


© 
«d Rom. lib. 8. ;y that his name is called upon ; and that ?o cali yt F 
the name of the Lord, and to adore God, is one andili th 
ſame thing. The Reaſon of this which I have venturi th 
to offer is, That Prayer does: aſcribe, Omnipreſerce, i 4 
well as other divine Perfe&ions, to the Being to wid pr 


it is made. And this is that reaſon which 7ertulal cf 

as I think, hath expreſſed in theſe 1/0rds : That Fa 

offers its Religion to him only, of whim it is coufi i L 
t ( 


Tert. de Orat: 
cap. I. 


| that he ſees and hears every where, For by Relizion- 
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he meant Prayer, which is the Subject of that diſcourſe 


to which thele words belong. Thus Novatian alſo: 


If Chriſt be only a man, how is he every where preſent to Nov. de Trin. 
is 


| thoſe that call upon him; ſince this is not the nature” 
| of Man but of God to be preſent in all places! And in 
| the ſame place, It Chri/? be only a Man, why is a Man 
| inked as a Mediator in prayers; fince the Invocation 
of Man, muſt be judged ineffeftuil for the procuring of 
| Salvation? And to name no more, Athanaſius frequent- 
| uſes this kind of Argument. For ſpeaking of pray- 


ers, made to the Son of God, he fays, the Saints do not Athan. Orar. 


'- think it juff, to invoke him to be their Helper and Re- © Amtan. 
| fuge, who was made or created. And no man would 
- pray to receive any thing from the Fathers and the 
angels, or from any of the other Creatures ; from whence 
| beconcludes that becauſe the Apoſtle in x Theſl 3.11. 


2. 4+ 


docs not only pray to God the Father, but alſo to our 


| Lird Jeſus Chriſt, that therefore Chri# is God. It 


kems 1t was not then the way of Chriſtians to joyn 
God, and St. Michael, God and. the Virgin, God and 
al the Saints, in Invocations of prayers. There were 
then no- ſuch- things known, as Confeſſion to God and 
to St, Michael, and to the Bleſſed Yirgin, and to the 


| Saints; as giving Glory to the Holy Trinity and to 


the Virgin ; as ſaying Jeſus Mary help: &c. had a» 
Ny thing of this Nature been done in thoſe times; I 
doubt here had been a good Argument loſt, by-which 


the Fathers proved Chriſt to be God. Nor would 4- 
Y !harafus have been: ſo meer a Child, as to attaque the 


Arrians with an Argument, to which the Doctrine and 


Þ Pradtice of the Church, had afforded ſo obvious and 


efleQtual an Anſwer. 
To all which 1 ſhall add but that Canon of the SOmod.-Land, 


Laddicean Synod, that Chriſtians ought not to Iorjar caps 35s 
—_— - 
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the Church of God, and depart afide and Invecate Aw | 
Therefore if any man be found ufing this ſecret Idolatry, 

let him be accurſed, becauſe he hath forſaken our [y] 

Feſus Chriſt. IT make no queſtion, but 1t there had been 

occaſion Saints had been put into the Canon as well y þ 

Angels. But then. what word could they havethougy 

of, inſtead of Saints.to anſwer Corners | Angalos] which | 

Crab thruſt into the old Latin Tranſlicion inſtead of 

Angels [ Angelos] is not very ez'y © imagine. Concerg, 

ing which pleaſant Forgery, ſee 3p U/hers Anſweryff 

the' Fe/uirs Challenge. p. 469. Gcc. 

And now if we conſider, the DoEtrine of theſe pi. 

mitive Fathers concerning Prayer,l[ ſuppoſe we ſhallng 

wonder, that in thoſe places where we might yel 

have expected ſome inſtance of praying to Saints, 

car. de Lap, Tome Recommendation of it (if any ſuch Pradiice lf 
Pp. 197+ been amovgſt them) that I fay there is nothing at | 
no not the leaſt intimation of it. Not where $048 * 


prian ſo vehemently admoniſhed thoſe, that were ful 


in perſecution,to pray to God for themſelves,and tois 
Tirt. de Penj. treat the Brethren to do ſo too : Not where 7ertuliu 
rentia. c. 9, deſcribes the Humiliations and Proſtrations of thePen 
zents ; in both which places one would have expert 
that the Interceſſion of the Sazuts and Martyrs, ſhall 
have been implored : Not where Juſtin Martyr &Þ 
cribes the Service of the Church in her Religious 4 
ſemblies ; nor in any of the ancient Apologies, not 1 
any ancient account of the Religious Worſhip of ( 
408. cnfiit, J##4ns 3 no not in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions (tho 
i6.7,89, a later work then it pretends to be) where theo: 
of the Churches Service is very particularly deſcrit 
Weare not to wonder at it. -I fay for the declatt 
Doctrine of the Church was againſt it. 


Concerning Images. 


$ 8. 


As for the Worſhipping, or as M. de Meaux calls it, the 
Honouring of Images, we might: ſpare the pains of inqui- 
ring what the ſence of the Ancient Church was concern- 
ing it; it 1s fo hard to believe that they ſhould worſhip 
the Images of the Saints,, who did not ſo much as pray, 
or give any Religious Worſhip to the Saints themſelves. 
But this praCtice 1s fo far from having the Countenance 
of the Primitive Charch, and A/ Antiquity ; that in 


- the beſt Ages, there were men of great name in the 


Church, that did not believe ſo much as the Ar? of /- 
magery.and. Picture lawiul to be praGtiſed by a Chriſtian. 


. Saith. Clemens Alex. We are plainly. forbidden to medale Þ rotreyt. ad 
_ withthat cheating Art. : For the Prophet | Moſes ] ſaith, 9": 


Thouſhalt not make. the likeneſi of any thing, either in-Fea» 


. ven oriin Earth. Tertullian hath a. great deal to this pur- 
poſe 1n his Diſcourſe of 7dolatry. But thoſe words are, 


to my thinking, very remarkable. We did the ſame 
God require the Lene of a Serpent. to. be made by an ex- 


traordinary Command, who By is Law forbad the making of Tr. ae 1det. 
any, likeneſs. 1 f thou obſerveſt the: ſame God, thou haſt his © 5» 5: 


Lip: Make no likeneſs, If alſo thou lookeſt to the Precept 


wh of making an Image afterward, do thow alſo imitate Moſes : 
| Mate no Image whatſoever againſt. the. Law, unleſs God alſo 


command thee. in particular ſo.to do: . Which words are ſo 
plain and Full, that they leave no room for that frivolous 
pretence, .that theſe Fathers intended no other Images, 
but thoſe -of the Heathen Gods. And that inſtance of 
the Brazey Serpent, which was no Idol, till rhe Jews 

made it one, clearly; ſhews the contrary. 
But if it. be faid; that the Authority, of theſe men is to 
0 for nothing, becauſe they were miſtaken in condem- 
I ning 


oY 


Toid, C. 2» 
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ning Image-Weork fo univerſally as they did ; I grant, that 
their zeal againſt Image-Worſhip tranſported them be. 
yond the bounds of Reaſon ; eſpecially Zertulan, why 
in the forefaid Book tells us , that Artificers of Statues 
and Images, and all carved or engraven works of this kind 
were brought into the World by the Devil. But this I ay, | 
that if Images had in thoſe days been uſed in Chriſt;gy 
Churches, ſo much as to excite: the Devotion of the 
Faithful, much more to receive their Adoration ; nej. 
ther would theſe Fathers have condemned the mak 

of Images; nor, if they had, would the Church have | 
born with fo great an Outrage upon their Doctrine and 

Pra&tice. Some one at leaſt would have appeared inbe. | 
half of the Cazholick Church, as Melchior Canus has done 
in behalf of the Roman Church againſt the Eliberin 
Council in this matter ; who ſticks not to fay, that 
Their Law for taking away Images, was not onely imprudent 


OG S4-64: 4 , Gut impiouſly eſtabliſhed. The Cenfſure which he 6 


ong after paſs'd upon that Council, had been faſtned up. 
on theſe men preſently, by more than one, as good x 
Canus, if Image-Worſhip had but been allowed then, x 
it is now eſtabliſhed in the Roman Communion. ' They 
were not fo tame as to ſuffer their Worſhip to be affron Þ 
ted by their own Members, without- taking notice of it. 


be Hiſt But the truth is, the Monuments of the Ancient Church 


Tren. 1.1. c.24. affords us no accounts of Images any where, but either 


* Concerni 


| rhe Imageo 


in Libraries, or * at a Houſe-door,or in the Holes of He 
"8 reticks,or in the Temples of falſe Gods. We read indeed 


the Syropheni- Of one Pifture of Chriſt, or ſome Saint, which Epiphaniu 


"yn 45mg found in 2a Curtain of the Church of A»ab/atha ; but he | 
Still. againſt took it down and tore it in pieces. Such accounts # 


1,G.p.25 


3 this are not for the credit of Image Worſhip; which us 
deed came into the Church at the tail of other Corrupt: 


ons. And the Fathers are ſo unanimous and mat + 
gain 
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gainſt it, that I will ſhut up this matter with the tefti- | 


mony of a great many Fathers in one teſtimony, vx. 
thar of the Eliberine Council held about the beginning 
of the fourth Age. 12 is our pleaſure, that Piflures ought Concil. £136. 
wt to be in theChurch, leff that which ts worſhipped oy a. Catt 36 
dored, ſhould be Se upon Walls. 

As for the Re/zques of Saints and Martyrs, we hear of 


none for the three firſt Ages, but their Bodzes ; nor any 


thing concerning them, but that they were interred with 

all poſſible Reſpect that could be expefted from Mev, 

and which is more, from Chriſt;ays. The honour which 

by the cuſtom of the World we learn is proper to the 

Bodies of the Dead, is to give them a decent Interment. 

This was maintained and cheriſhed by the ancient Chri- orig. contre 
ftians, not onely becauſe reaſonable Souls once lived in © 1.5. 
thoſe Bodies which they committed to the ground, xinz. 
which wasan Inducement common to men; bur becauſe 

allo thoſe Bodies and Souls were to be once again joyn- 

& at the Reſurre&ion, which was an Inducement pro- 

per to Chriſtians. Tt was the fame kind of honour 

which they ſhewed to the Bodies of Martyrs, though 


 heightned with the expreſſions of a more than ordinary 


love. . Thus, after the Martyrdom of St. Stephen, De- 

wut men * carried him out to be buried, and made great * ovuiuns. 
lamentation over him. T- awechs 
The like account did the Smyrnians give of their dif- 

rolng the Bones of Polycarp, which they reckoned more 

valuable than precious Stones, more precious than Gold. 

M. de Meaux ſure would not defire a tarther progreſſion of 

Live and Honour. But with this degree they contented 
tiemſelves : for fay they, + We committed them to bu- Fig dur ny 


. A I A Y 
rial where it was uſual. 8000 wall "if 


And thus Pius the firſt of that name, Biſhop of Rome, 5" #iiſ-lupr: 
Take care, faith he, of the Bodies of the Holy Martyrs, & 
I 
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Curz, quemad- of Gods Members, after that manner that the Apoſtles tak 


mModum cura- 
verunt. Curare care of Stephen's. 


here, is the Thus the Clergy of Rome in their Epiltle to the Cler. 


fame with gy of Carthage, when St. Cyprian was abſent : To ſpeak 


Pius. Epiſt. 2. 
Tom. nah Martyrs or others 


wrSevemrs of a matter of wy great conſequence. If the Bodies f | 

e not buried, it is a very dangerous fayy | 
=_ Cypr. EP. in thoſe that are to look after this buſmneſS. So thaty | 
lock Epiſt, 2. thoſe days, it ſhould ſeem to be a Charge entruſted t9 | 


ſele&t Perſons, that the Bodies of Martyrs and other 
Chriſtians, ſhould be buried; and this not onely at Cyr. 
thage, but at Rome too. 


But why ſhould I multiply Teſtimonies 1n fo plainy | 


caſe? Had the Reliques of Martyrs and Saints ber 


worſhipped in thoſe beſt times, as they were afterwar, | 


how come it to paſs that in all the Monuments of thok 


times, no mention of any ſuch thing 4s to be found? | 
When the Trade of Reliques began in the Church, there Þ 


was noiſe enough made of it, and the-beſt Authors a. 


quaint us with the News. But it had been-no News, if 
the Trade had been begun betore. Why was no fuck 


thing obje&ted to the Chriſtians, 'by their watchful Fre 


mies, for three hundred years together 2 For'we no Þþ 
ſooner come to hear of Stories of Reliques inthe Chart, Þ 


but we find the Pagans at the heels of this Innovating 
and upbraiding the Chriſt;ans with the ſuperſtition'#t. 
Why meet we not with ſome intimation of laying upRs 


liques in Churches under the Altar 2 There was roo Þ 
enough for ſo conſiderable and neceſſary a circumſtance, 


( and the Church of Rome makes more than a cireut 


ſtance of it ) «in that particular deſcription of the-fafhwn Þ 
and Ornaments of the Church built by Paulinw Bilby 


£4ſeb. Hiſt of Tyre. Why meet we with no Tranſlations of Boi! 
20:5 4 from -one place to another , for their -preater honour? 


Perhaps we ſhall-be told of the-men from the Zf, tit 
Oo mi rn Wo Wi! Wee came 


Vc. rnd. al. mms pore. in on 


— > £55, es. 
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eame to Rome, and challenged the Bodies of St. Peter and 
St.Payl , as of right belonging'to\'them ; and of their 
carrying them two Miles out.of Town to a place called 
Catacambe, and all theother Adventures that Gregory tells 
upon this buſineſs. But then there will ariſe a great 
queſtion, whether we are to believe with Gregory that 
they were Eaſtern Believers, or with Baronius, that they 


were Thieviſh Greeks 2 or rather itwill be no queſtion, 221. N. 4. 


thatthe whole Relation is fabulous from one end to the 
other. 

In ſhort, why have we all this time no account of 
Miracles wrought by Reliques , -of carrying them about 
in/Proceſſions, of expoling them to receive-[the Adorati- 
ons of the-People, 'of wearing them as a ſpecial ſecurity 
opainſt Spiritual and Temporal Evils,or-of any inftance 
of thiskind of Religion > 1 anſwer, It is a(fond'thing to 
image}, that the Religion -of Worſhipping: the-iRe- 
lizzes of the Saints, ſhould be in uſe arnongft "them, 
= gave no Religious Worſhip to the Saints them- 
elves. 

But it is not tobe wonder'd at, that they who pray 
to'the Souls of the Saints and Martyrs, who are ſo far 
abſent from us, that they hear us-not, ſhould be guilty 
ofenother weakneſs, and Worſhip their: Bozes: and other 
mg which neither hear norſee,thoughthey are! pre- 
ent. | it; GIA £2841 | 
This account-of the Sentiments:of:the 'Three firſt 4- 
2es;and indeed of the better half of the Fourth wegather 
trom the Writings-of the Fathers, and: fromxheiundou- 
bted' Monuments of thoſe: Tirnes. Monſieur &e Means 
knew that theſe things had been diligently exp#unded 
by 'thoſe- of the Reformation ,” and particularly by MC. 
Dail” '' And what does he oppoſe tothis, to fave his 


any 


Cur: 


Bereſius de 
Tradition. 
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any farther examination what might be the Sentiment 


the Fathers of the Three firſt Ages, I will content my ſel 


with what M.Daille # pleaſed to grant,who allows us ſo Way 


great men who taught the Church in the Fourth 4p, 
Now M. Daille neither made any ſuch allowance, ny | 
had he any reaſon to make it. But ſuppoſe he had, mug | 


all that he had written concerning the ſence of the Thrg 


firſt Ages, about the Objett of Worſhip, go tor nothing) | 


If this example of Writing is fit to be followed, I knoy 


not why I ſhould give my ſelf any farther trouble, ang Þ 
not rather conclude thus : That without any farther exz. | 
mination what may be the Sentiments of the Fathers of th | 
par. 3- &c. following Age, I ſhall content my ſelf with what ſome yrex 


men of the Roman Church are pleaſed to grant, and whichz 
evideutly proved again(t all the reſt that deny it, viz. Tha 
the Fathers of the Three firft Ages muft be allowed to u, 
And fo leaveit tothe World to judge who has moſtre 
ſon to be content. | | 2M 


9 9- 


But having undertaken to give ſome account of the 


beginnings of the preſent Superſtitions of the Church f 


Rome, in the matter of Saint-Worſhip, and the Adoration 
ofthe Imagesand Reliques of the Saints : And becauſeit 
is impoſſible to do this, without going beyond the firl 


Ages, till we come to the Reign of Julian ; I mult ver | 
ture beyond him, and conſider the ſtate of the Churd þ 


toward the {atter end of the Fourth Century , with we 
ſpe& to theſe queſtions. Sowe of the Romaniſts pretend 
that Antiquity tobe on their ſide, which I have ſhewns 
with us. But as far as I can perceive, they all pretend 


to be very confident they ſhall carry it thus high at kealh 
and Monſieur de Meaux takes it for granted , _ 
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done tothe Martyrs. 
begin to allow them thoſe later Fathers. 1 ſhall endea- 
your to repreſent the caſe as impartially as if I were yet 
to chuſe my Opinion ; and I am very much miſtaken if 
it will not appear in concluſion (though there is a little 
more colour for their challenging the latter end of the 
Fourth Age , in favour of their Dodrine and Praftices 
in theſe things, than for appealing to higher Antiquity) 
that upon a true conſideration of the grounds upon 
which they challenge theſe later Fathers as their own, 
it had been more adviſable for them to have come down 
much lower to find Preſidents whereby to juſtifie them- 
ſelves. It had been a very Ancient cuſtom of the 
Church for Chr:if:ans to meet-at the Cemzteries or Bu- 
rying-places of the Martyrs and the reſt of the Faithful, 
there to celebrate Anniverſary Commemorations of the 
Martyrs. ' Thus the Church of Smyrna having intimated E 


that they had buried theBody of St. do in the uſual 


place, they added, that in that place, God willing, they 
ſoould aſſemble together to celebrate the Birth-day of hu 
Martyrdom with all the joy they could expreſs: And the 
reaſon of this Cuſtom they expreſs in this manner : Both 
toCommemorate thoſe who had already undergone- the 'tryal | 
of Martyrdom, and to exerciſe ad to prepare thoſe that 

were to follow, for the like Conflis. But they did not 
metthere to celebrate the Memories of the Martyrs one- 
ly, but at other times alfo for the celebration of Divine 


| Gervice. For we find that Yalerian and Gallien forbad 
| the Chriſtians to celebrate Aſſemblies, or to meet atthoſe 


Places which they called Cemzteries, which paſſages and 
the like imply that it was ordinary for them to Aſſemble 
tlere: And it is not improbable that they uſed thoſe 
oo for more privacy, when there was danger of per- 

ution ; and that the prohibition of Aſſemblies in thoſe 
Cemiteries, was the utmoſt ſtritneſs of prohibitiog _ 

Aſlem- 


Eyſtb, Hiſtdib# 


Id. 11.8, c. 1. 


_ The Growth of _ 


Aſſemblies : For it is plain, that they had their Churche,. 
beſides in Cities, which they, built and repaired according 


to their ability. And fo in that favourable time he. 
tween Gallies and Diocleftan,we find that they added new 
Churches in every. City, to thoſe which they had be. 
fore. But whether-they were wont to meet at the Ce. 
miteries (at other times beſides the Anniverſary days of 


the Martyrs) for privacy, or perhaps tor the Gommagj. | 


ouſneſs of thoſe places, when they did not conſule. prj 


vacy,.as ſome think, or whether'it was out of ſpecial re. ſÞ 


ſpect;/to the Memories of thofe Martyrs, I ſhall not need. 


to diſpute; for ir.is a clear caſe that. they fervently loye 


thoſe excellent menand women, and honoured their Me. 
mories, who had laid down their lives for the Teſtimo. 
ny of Jeſus. This was one reaſon of celebrating thei 
Anniverſary Commemorations,in which they did.yhy 


highly became:them, and carcfully kept themlicives with, 
in this Compaſs, that Religious Worſhip: was.to be gua, 


toGad only. ' . 


But, when under Conſtantine the Great the. pro 


of Chriſtianity: was not: onely fafe., but the wayito.He. 


nourand.Greataeſs, the Memaries.of the Martyrs.wee, 
more frequentedthan they had formerly been, and lp 
ly Churches were built. ayer their Sepulchres ; and ths 


Emperour , the Clergy, and the | People . ſeemed ton \ 
with, one:another wha ſhould expreſs. the. greateſt zplſÞ 


in carrying omſo. pious. a. work; which extraordingy 


fervor, - conſidexing the time, was,not to be wonderedat 


for. the Church wasbut now.deliver'd not onely outotz 
raging Perſecution, but-from the apprehenſion ofa 
more; and therefore could: not but; refle& upon the My 
z3rs:; with: all; tenderneſs of aftetion, And ſince thef 
were not nowalive , to partake in the proſperous al 
triumphant ate of the Church, it was natural to.gus 
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Thoſe Honours in the Fourth Age. 
their Names and Memories all that ſhare in it which was 
poſſible to be given ; eſpecially ſince the preſent peace 
andglory of the Church, was under God, fo deeply ow- 
ing tothe noble examples of their Fortitude and Pati- 
ence, The Commemorations of the Martyrs had $de- 
formerly a double end, to do honour and expreſs a dear 
affetion to them; and withal to prepare and to excite 
the Virtue of thoſe that were to ſuffer afterward, which 
latter end without all doubt was the moſt neceſlary ; 
but there being now fo little occafion for that, the piety 
of theſe proſperous times ran out more plentifully in do- 
ing honours to thoſe Champions of Chr/, that had born 
the heat of the day, and left this Age to enjoy that vito- 
ry and ſweet peace wherewith God had now crowned 
his perſecuted Church. 2h 

And as this Zeal was no more than what might be 
expected from Humane AfﬀeSion , raiſed by Chriſtian 
Piety ; ſo if men could have told where to ſtop, it had 
beenas much for the honour of Chri/ſtzanity, as the ex- 


celſes to which it grew afterwards were a diſgrace to 
it 


Reign of Julian, there paſſed above fifty years; and in 
this time the Reverence of the Martyrs was grown to 


* fome exceſs, beyond Primitive Examples. For it was 
fot onely thought reaſonable to build Churches over 


their Sepulchres, but it ſhould ſeem there were many: 


| that thought their Prayers would ſpeed the better for 


being made over the Tombs of the Martyrs; and not 

content with this, they began at length to ſearch for 

their Bones ; and it grew to bethe Piety of this Age, to 

diſturb the Aſhes of the Dead, which it was the Piety 

of the former Apes to leave in their Graves without di- 

ſturbance, But as yet their Prayers were = ag » 
| K herd 
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- From Conſtantine's coming to the Empire, to the *-- 


Apud Cyrill.1, 


[d. lib. 6, p. 


The Growth of 


God onely ; we have yet no examples of calling up, | 


the Saintsand Martyrs. Julian himſelf who aggravag þ 


the reſpe& ſhewn to the Martyrs to the utmoſt , couly 


not charge them with this, and he very well underſtogd Me 
their practice. But, ſays he, Since Feſus has ſaid thy Þ 


Sepulchres are full of uncleanneſs, why do you call upon Gu 
over Sepulchres 2 It's true, he alſo charged them with 
Worſhipping the Martyrs, and upbraided them, that hy, 
ving forſaken the Religious Rites of the Gentiles, the 
. had gone over to the Fews, and yet had not kept to thay 
Religion neither, which had been ſomething. For, they 
ſays he, you would kave worſhipped one Ged inſtead of may, 
and not one man | Jeſus] or rather many miſerable my; 
meaning the Martyrs. But this was onely a fpitch] 
conſtruQion of the cuſtom of Chriſtzans 1n paying their 
Devotions to God over the Sepulchres of the Myz 
tyrs. i 

Not long aſter Julian, comes Eunapius, a molt bitte 
wretch; by whole Cenſures we may eafvly obſerve, tht 
the Devotion of Chriſtians towards the Martyrs ws 
ſtill growing toa greater height. I perceive he is cal 
bothby Proteſtants and Papiſts; by Proteftants, ;@ 
ſhew the beginnings of that Superſtition we compli 
of ; by Papiſts, to ſhew that the Invocation of Saints 


and the Worſhip of Reliques, was at leaſt ſo Ancient ſh 


This Infidel ſpeaking of Monks (a ſort of men which ths N 
Age firſt brought forth) ſays, that they heaped togetin i 

Bones and Sculls of men that had been puniſhed for man 
Crimes, holding them for Gods ; and proſtrating themſelut 
before ſuch as had been chaſtized by order of the Courts 
Fuſtice ; and believing the better of themſelves*for bein if 
polluted at their Sepulchres. So that they who were but mit 
ſlaves,and thoſe none of the belt, but ſoundly laſht,and carry 


fill the ſears and marks of their villany in their very Ghoſts | 
qt art 
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thoſe Honours in the Fourth Age. 
are now called Martyrs, and made the Miniſters and Meſ* 


ſengers of Prayer to the Gods. Thus did the baſe Villain 


reproach the bleſſed Martyrs of Feſus , in contempt of 


' the Monks, and.indeed of all the Chriftzans in thoſe times. 
\ For though it ſhould ſeem that the Trade of Reliques 


was chiefly driven by the Monks, yet 'tis evident that 
preat account was made of Reliques in almoſt all pla- 
ces; which together with the daily refort of devout 
Chriftians to the Memories of the Martyrs, gave occaſion 
to this Infidel thus to upbraid them. For no man will 
believe all to be true which he here charges even the 
Moyks with. A malicious Enemy always fays the worſt 
that he has any colour or pretence to ſay. And if ſuch 
occaſions and pretences had been afforded by the Ancient 


| Chriſtians, as by theſe, we ſhould certainly have heard 


the ſame objeftions from Lucian or Celſus , or ſome one 


' Pagan Writer of thoſe times, who were as able , as ſpite- 
| fuland vigilant Adverfaries as Fulzan and Eunapius. 


But whereas Eunapius pretended , that theſe Monks 
alled the Martyrs, Miniſters aud Meſſengers of their 
Prajers ; he might poſſibly have no other reaſon for it, 


| butthe common obſervation that Chriſtians went to the 


Spulchres of the Saints, there to make their Prayers. 
for although they direAly applied themſelves to none 


| but God when they were there ; yet the chuſing of thoſe 


places for their Devotions, eſpecially witha profeſſion of 
hoping to ſpeed the better for ſo doing, was occaſion e- 
nough to Eunapzus to ſay, that they made the Martyrs, 
the Miniſters and Meſſengers of their Prayers, But for 


- Oghtany man can tell, Eanapius might come to under- 
| Tand that theſe Monks did, what I queſtion not was the 


cuſtom of ſome Chriſtzans towards the latter end of this 
Age ; that is, that they called to the Martyrs at their 
Memories, as if they were preſent there, of which I ſhall 
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Of Miracles done by 


give a farther account in its proper place. Ttis certain 
that many Miracles were ſaid to be done upon Prayer 
made where the Reliques of the Martyrs were, thar js 
at their Memories. '| 

And ſome thereupon believed that they were done 
at their Interceſſion , and , joyning thetr own Prayer, 
with the Prayers of the Chriſtian that came thither. | 
which they were more confirmed by ſome confident Re. 
orts of Viſions and Apparitions of the Martyrs to thoſ 
that had obtained their ſuits. Now of thoſe who belj. 
ved the Martyrs were within hearing, 1t is very like 
that ſome called to them with an Ora pro #obss ; and then 
no wonder that Eunapius charged the Monks with raking 
for dead mens Bones,. and making dead men 7he Meſky 
gers of their Prayers. . © 

As for the Miracles faid to be done in thoſe times, they i 
are urged by the Rowaniffs as an invincible argumen i 
of Gods approving the honour that was given to th 
Saints and their Reliques in that Age of the Church! Bu 
I wiſh they would attend to what St. AugaS7ine ſays, wii 
after a pretty large account of Miracles that wer 
wrought in his time, and ſome too at the Memories d 
Martyrs, plainly ſays, that whether they were wrouglt 
by the Miniſtry of Martyrs or Angels (for that he kney 
not) they were wrought to give Teſtimony to tht 
Faith for which the Martyrs led and particularly toti 
Reſurre&ion of Chri#?, and to our Reſurretion at the 
day. There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe that every circut 
ſtanceof the Devotion of Chrif#ians that received min 
culous relief, muſt be atteſted by thoſe Miracles whid 
God wrought in farther confirmation of the truth oF 
Chriftianity. God has made uſe even of wicked menid 
the working of Miracles ; and 1 cannot underſtat 
why a Miracle may not be wrought in behalf of a/*f 


an 


the Reliques of Martyrs. 


cere many Without approving his weakneſs, any more than 
the others wickedneſs is approved by Gods making uſe of 
him to teſtifie the truth. But I would be content to let 
them uſe this Argument from Miracles, without contra- 
dition, if they would extend it no farther than in fa- 
vour of that uſe of Reliques which we yet meet with : 
In the fourth Age they ranſacked all places for them, 
and when, as they thought, they got 'em; they put them 
in fine Linnen, or in curious Boxes and Repoſitories, 
and laid them up in the Church. But whatever good 
they expeted from theſe Treaſures, they did not yet 
worſhip them ; they did not zcenſe them, and expoſe 
them to receive the Adorations of the People. YVigilan- 
tius, it ſeems, had asked, with ſome derifion, Why doFff 


thou kiſs and adore a little Duſt put up in fine Linnen ? Himn. 44v, 


To which St. Zerom, that went as high as any in the #74 Tom. 2. 
P. 158. Colon. 


Ape for honouring Reliques, anſwered, Who, O thou gid- 
dy-braind man, ever adored the Martyrs 2 Who has taken a 
man for God? Tndeed St. Zierom thought that holy Re- 


ligues made the Devils roar for very pain ;- but yet he 
- did not think that they were to be adored, no not the 


Martyrs themſelves, but God onely. We could wiſh that 
all Superſtition were baniſh'd from amongſt Chri/tzans ; 
but if the Church of Rome would be content with ſuch 
things as St. Zierom blames in ſome filly men and religi- 


0 women, that had a Zeal, but not according to knowledge ; 


viz. burning Wax-Candles by day-light in honour of the 
Martyrs, we would be content too: for theſe are tole- 
rable faults, and fuch as ſhould not break the Peace, 
though they were better mended. I would fay to any 
contentious man, What St. Fierom ſaid to YVigilan- 
trus, What doſt thou loſe by it, if others are a little 
fooliſh 2 ES. 

[1 


Ibid. 


Ibid, 


Ibid. 


Of Miracles done 


I confeſs, T ſhould beg of theſe Gentlemen, for the 
honour of our Religion, and of the teſtimony of Miracles, 
not to pretend the Miracles of the fourth and fifth Ages, 
as a teſtimony toevery Punitilio of Honour done in thoſe 
times to the Reliques of the Saints,& to the opinion which 


ſome conceivedof them. © And as I faid before, it would 


be more diſcreetly done to let thoſe Miracles go, as St 
Auſtin did, for a notable confirmation of the Truth of that 


Religion for which thoſe Martyrs died, by whoſe dead 


\ Bodies God was pleaſed to do ſome wonderful things, 
But it is by no means adviſable to ſtretch them in favour 
of ſome other things ; whereof the lighting of Candles 
for the Martyrs may go for one ; and the unwillingnels 
of fome of 'em to build Churches, unleſs they could 
get Reliques to lay there, for another ; and the ſeats 
tcring of Reliques 1n little pieces up and down, may pak 
for a third; and ſtealing them, for a fourth ; which[ 
know not how came to be excuſed at leaſt, as an effet 
of great and religious Zeal, by ſome men of no men 
note. Ido not think ſuch things as theſe are very eaſt 
to be defended ; and therefore it were much better that 
Miracles were not brought in to juſtifie them. But laſt 


of all ſhould they be urged in favour of that kind of I 


Worſhip which-the Church of Rowe now gives them; 
and not onely to the Bodzes, Boves, or Aſhes, but to the 
Girdles, Slippers, and little /renfils of the Saints and 
Martyrs; which kind -of things anciently were not 
thought of. God wrought Miracles by the hands. 
St. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, when they were 
. alive, Now if we had their Bones, or ſome pieces df 
them, and God ſhould be pleaſed to work Miracles by 
them ſtill ; there would be, I am. confident, no mote 
reaſon upon this account to give their Reliques any Re 
ligions Worſhip, now the Apoſtles are dead, than there 
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by the Reliques of Martyrs. 
ws to worſhip the Apoſtles themſelves npon the-ſame 
account, when they were alive. Moreover, God wrought 
Miracles by the Brazen Serpent, and yet when the Peo- 
ple had faln to Gur Tnceyſe to it, it was broken to pieces, 
to his great honour, who oppoſed a Zeal with know- 
ledge, to the blind Zeal of the People. 

But to deal freely, I am not fully fatisfied that theſe 
Miracles by the Bodies of Saints and Martyrs, were half 
ſo frequent as the noiſe that was made of them in this 
Ape, ot in the next, would make us believe. I more 
than fear that thoſe times were too credulous, or that 


the Writings of thoſe Fathers have met with more foul 


play, than has been yet diſcovered, though no {mall dif- 
coveries of that kind have been made ſince the Reforma- 
tion, It is ſome prejudice againſt the credibility of thoſe 
relations, that in the three firſt Ages, we hear nothing 
of Miracles wrought by Reliques; which we are not to 
wonder at, becaule they lay quiet in their Graves: and 


the Ancient Church was ſo little concerned in this Reli- 


gion of Reliques, that the Bodies of Martyrs that ſuffered 


under Dzoclefran and Licinius, that is, at the end of the Ambroſ. de 
—ou/a ag 
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vered,, till Chance or pretended: Revelations brought $0zom. lik. 5, 


them tolight ; which is a manifeſt Argument; that the © > 


third, and the beginning of the fourth Age, lay undiſco- 


Ancient Church knew nothing of theſe matters, and-that 
they had their beginning in the declenfion cf rhe fourth 
Age. Again, If' the Bodies of Martyrs ordinarily difca« 


* Vered themſelves by a gift of Miracles; I wonder -how 


it came to be fo ordinary a thing to counterteit Reliques, 
as1t was, For who would dare to put oft the Bones of 
a Malefa&tor for the'Bones of a Martyr, if it was known 


| fhat true Reliques would diſtinguiſh themſelves from 


alle, by true Miracles > And yet. St. Au/in. himſelf 
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that were ſcattered up aud down in the habit of Moyks, 
wandering about from Province to Province, ſent no whj. 
ther, fixed no where, ſtaying no where ; ſome of which pry. 
feſſed the Trade of ſelling the Bones of Martyrs, if you wil 
believe they were Martyrs Bones. It would require a Vo. 
lume ro ſhew the boldneſs that was taken in after-timeg 
God has given to a man but one Head, and one pair of 
Hands ; but the Religion of Reliques has found more 
than one a piece for many of the Saints and Martyrs, 
And when they all work Miracles, I muſt needs belieye 
that ſome of 'em are counterfeit Miracles; and if I can 


' yet diſcern no difference, I would know why they 


ſhould not all go for counterfeit. For when God works 


Miracles, they are too plain for the moſt part to be d& 
nied, even by thoſe whoſe intereſt 1t is to deny them, | 


Bat when I conſider St.-Chryſoſtome's Judgment in the 


caſe, I muſt conteſs my ſelf to be under a mighty preju 


dice againſt the credibility of-moſt Relations of this fort 


that went in that Age. I well remember that he ſome- 
where gives expreſs caution againſt liſtning after Mir 
cles. But in one place, never to be forgotten, very per- 
tinently to the occaſion of his diſcourſe, he argyes in 


Chryſ. Hom. 6. this manner : Becauſe NOW there are no Miracles wrowt, 


in 1 Cor. 2. 


do not thou take this for an Argument, that none were 


wrought T HEN {in the Apoſtles days: ] Por thenit 


was profita ble that they ſhould be wrought, but now it i 
profitable they ſhould not be wrought. But how, fays lt, 
does it come to paſs, that Signes ſhould be profitable Then, 
and not ſo Now 2 Then he ſhews, that the continuance 
of Miracles would leſſen the Rewardableneſs of Faith: 
and for this reaſon, ſays he, they are not now wrought 
And that this is the Truth, you may ſee by what our Lind 


(aid to Thomas : Bleſſed are they who have not ſeen 


and yet believed. By how much therefore a more comut 


conf 
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ing Miracle is ſhewn, by ſo much is the praiſe and reward of 
Faith leſſened ; wherefore, if now alſo Miracles were done, 
the ſame inconvenience would follow, But for a farther 
Anſwer, he adds, that although they had now no Mira- 
cles, yet ſeveral Prediftions had been. accompliſhed, 
which was a continued confirmation of the truth of Chri- 
fiavity ; and moreover, that the good Lives and Exam- 
les of Chriſtians, were now more neceſſary for the con- 
viction of Unbelievers, than Miracles : For ſays he, *7: 
the want of Primitive Sanfity, rather than of Miracles, 
which makes men ſtill remain in their unbelief. 

Which Teſtimony of ſo Judicious a man, is a plain 
Argument that Miracles were at leaſt very rare in his 
time; and that every Martyrs Bones did not do the 
lame Wonders that Babylas his Bones were faid to have 
done in Fuliax's time. | 

[ may therefore be well excuſed, if I impute that 
noiſe of Miracles which was ſo loud in this and the next 
Age,in great part to the credulity of the Age, and to the 
difficulty of ſtanding againſt that Torrent of Zeal for 
the honour of the Martyrs, which had carried moſt men 


already. beyond the bounds of Antiquity. 


What ſhall a man make of that Story which St. Z7e- 
rom tells of F7ilarion's Reliques > How Heſychius a holy 
man ventured his life to ſteal the Body of Z7larion the 
Monk out of the Garden of Cyprus where he was bu- 
red, to carry it to Paleſtine ; and how Conſtantia took 
to to heart, that ſhe died upon it. For this Religious 
Woman was wont, it ſeems, to watch whole days and nights 
at his Sepulchre, and for the helping of her Prayers, to talk 
with him as if he was preſent. 1 ſhould think it is not v9, ,, 


{ ch. for the Credit of Religion, to repreſent a holy vita Hilari- 


man plundering a Grave, and a holy woman breaking "* 70m 1- 
her heart for the loſs of the Body : But if we muſt bee® ©" - 


L heve 
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Of Miracles done 


ſieve the Story, Miracles followed the ſtoln Body, ang 
yet they tarried in theplace from whence it was ſtolq, 
So that FHeſychius indeed, and they of Paleſtzne, were con. | 
ſiderable gainers ; but Conſtantia was not ſo great a loſer 
as ſhe thought. For thus the Relation goes on : }; 


ſee to this day a wonderful Contention between thoſe of Py, 


leſtine aud 7hoſe of Cyprus, one pretending to his Bod, thy 
other to his Spirit. _ in both places there aregreq 
Miracles done every day, but more in the Garden of Cyprus, | 
and that perhaps becauſe he loved that place beſt. 

If Miracles were done in both places, I am pretty 
well ſatisfied that God did not thereby intend to.demon. 
rate either the clearneſs of Zeſychius, or the diſcretion 
of Conſtantia in this buſineſs, nor the violent paſſion of 


. either of them for Reliques. I do not deny but they 


Ang. ae Unit. 
Ecclef. C. 16, 


might both of them be holy Perſons, but it was not for 
ſuch things as theſe; and if this part of their Story had Þ 
been omitted, their reputation for SanCtity had loſt no 
thing by it. What therefore was 1t that God teſtified 
by theſe Miracles 2 Tanfwer with all ſubmiſſion, that he 

teſtified the truth of that Religion in which Hilariondied; 
of that Religion for which the Martyrs died, the moſt 
holy Religion which was firſt taught by Feſus, then by 
the Apoſtles, then by the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity 
after the Apoſtles; not of any Sentiments or Praflits 
which neither the Holy Feſus taught, nor his Apoſtle; Þ 
and which the Primitive Church was a ſtranger to. 
This I am ſure I have learned from St. Auſtin 1n the 
place before-mentioned, who makes the teſtimony of 
thoſe Miracles that were wrought at the Memories d 
the Martyrs, to aim at nothing but the confirmation 
the Faith for which they ſuffered. And if I ſhould fay, 
that they who can be content with the old Religion, may 
and ought to be content alſo with the old Mn 
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by the Reliques of Martyrs. 


ſhould fay no other thing than what I could juſtifie by 
his Authority. - And which is ſomething more, that we 
are now to try Doctrines not by new Miracles, but by 
the Scriptures, which we are ſure deliver to us the Will 
of God teſtified by Miracles. But if God 1s pleaſed to 
add new Miracles out of his abundant goodneſs, Ido not 
doubt but ſuch Miracles are a Confirmation of the 01d 


Religion, as St. Auſtin tells us thoſe were which God pecivit.D: | 


75 


wrought by the Memories of the Martyrs. But thoſe > 22- © 9+ 


Miracles did by no means Canonize the weakneſs of an 


holy Perſon in the matter of Martyrs or Saints, and Re- 


liques ; not the indiſcretion of Zeſychius or Conſtantia ; 

nor did they give any Authority at all to ſuch Exam- 
les. | 

; [ ſuppoſe the Gentlemen of the Church of Rowe will 

grant this, without any trouble; but queſtion whether 

they. may not be diſpleaſed at the producing of this 

Story, which without any more ado, looks fo like a Sa- 


. tjr upon the great Author from whom I had it. But 


what a hard caſe is ours! Monſieur de Meaux and the 
pretended Catholicks, think to bear us down ( who ho- 
nour the Reliques of the Saints no otherwiſe than the 
truly Primitive Church did ) by the Authority of the 
later Fathers that lived towards the end of the fourth 
Age. Tt has been often ſhewn, that the Judgment and 
Praftice of.that Agein the matter of Relzques, 1s very dit- 
ferent from. what we now ſee in the Church of Rome. 
But the Argument is ſtill urged upon us, as if nothing 
had been ſaid to it. What have we therefore to do, but 
to ſhew that ſo far as there is any Agreement between 
the Church of Rome, and that Age of the Church in the 
uſe of Reliques, they ſhould urge it very modeſtly, and 
without boaſting. We do profeſs a Reverence for thoſe 


excellent men, as M. de Meaux grants ; we acknowledge £t p- 


L 3 their 
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their Sanity and Learning, and we praiſe God for the 
Benefits which the Church hath received by their meang 
But we do not think their Authority equal to that of 


the Apoſtles, or of the Fathers of the three firſt Ages, Þ 
And we are very forry that the importunity of our | 


Adverfaries puts us upon a neceſſity of conteſling that 
theſe Great Men ( as M. de Meaux deſervedly calls them) 
did in the heat of their concern for Reliques, ſometime 
fay and do ſuch little things, as plainly ſhewed they were 
but: Mey. We had been very glad if our Engliſh Roms. 
niſts would not have done this part of the Controverſie 
into Engliſh, nor obliged us to take off that Vail alittk 
wherewith we have covered the leaſt commendable Chz. 
raters of theſe excellent men. Nay we have that Re 
werence for their Santtity and Learning, that we are fil 
very willing to beheve their Writings to have been cor. 
rupted in thoſe places which afford this kind of Stories 
And though St. Zerom affirms that he wrote the Lifedf 
Hilarion, yet T muſt confeſs this is ſo weak a part of it 
which I have mentioned, that I am ſometimes almoſt 
perſwaded that ſome body has been making bold to mend 
him. TI am ſure there appears ſuch a Spirit of Superſtt 
tion and Credulity in theſe paſſages at the end of St, Hi 
larion's Life; of Superſtition in the Perſons ſpoken ol, 
and of Credulity in the Relator ; that St. Z7zerom 1s 1 
great deal more beholden to them that cannot be fatis 
fied they are his than to thoſe that can. 
But to proceed : I have already obſerved, that the 
AfﬀeCtion of this Age to the Martyrs, was expreſs'd by 


frequent and continual reſort to their Tombs or Memories. 


And that when Chriſtians obtained the deliverance 0f 
relief which they ſought, it was believed to be in grett 
part the effe&t of the Martyrs favour with God; 
which in many Perſons grew into a Perſwaſion = 


at the Memories of Mart JS. . 7 7 


the Martyrs were preſent at their Memories. And in this ON Curz 
perſwaſion they were confirmed byMpparitions, which 3 Rohan 
wereat leaſt believed to be ſeen ther, ſince it gave occa- 
fon to ſome queſtions then, and to a great controverſie 
afterward, whether they were the Souls of the Martyrs, 
or whether they were Angels that appeared. 

But the great queſtion is, whether in thoſe applicati- 
ons to the Memories of the Martyrs, they called upon. 
God onely, or the Martyrs alſo. For here it is that the 
pretended Catholicks muſt find colour of thus much An- 
| tiquity, ifany where. For their appeals to the Apoſtro. 
| phes of ſome of the Fathers in their Paxegyrical Orations 

upon the Martyrs, deſerve no conſideration. If indeed 

| the Faithful were wont to call upon the Martyrs at their 
| Memories ; this has ſome appearance of an Argument for 
the pretended Catholicks. | 

| ſhall therefore firſt lay down the Fa , remembring 
all along, that it is the duty of an honeſt man to deliver 
things as they appear to him , and not to attempt the 
defence even of Truth, . but onely with ſuch Arguments 
2s he is well fatisfied of the Truth of, himſelf. But when 
the FaQ is ſtated, I ſhall not envy the beſt advantages 
fiat our Adverfaries can make of it. 
- That account which St. AuFin gives of the Taylor 44 vigini 
tlat had loſt his Cloak, and went to the Twenty Martyrs Martyres ore- 
topray for another,has been often produced as a ſufficient ** 
demonſtration that the praCiſe of that Age, was to call 
ve | Von the Martyrs themſelves. But to this it is anſwer- 
; | <9 on the other ſide, that no more can be certainly con- Fiſs &þ a 
| cluded from hence, than that the Taylor went to the ir ad mene- 
or | {emory of the Twenty Martyrs, and there prayed to God: !an 4 4 
at 8 4s it is faid of others, that they went tothe Memory.of DG Joſe 
4; *t.Stephey, and there prayed that God would give them rea ove 

What they wanted, which is a defenſible gc BE 
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of ſuch paſſages. For the Application that was made 4g 
the Martyrs by Mog to their Memories or Churches, 
and the hope of prevailing, by their Interceſſions, did not 
neceſſarily unply any Invocation of the Martyrs: But 
the ſuppliant believing them to be preſent at their Mem. 
ries, and to obſerve the Prayers that were made to Gag 
there, might hope for the benefit of their Interceſſion 
without ſpeaking to them. As for St. AuF7in himſelf 
what his Opinion was concerning the preſence of the 
Martyrs, I ſhall ſhew in another place. 

But fome of St. Chryſofom's Homilies are produc 
with no little aſſurance, roſhew not onely rhat the Saints 
were invocated.at their Memories, but that he approved 
It too. And indeed St. ChryſoFfom's Authority in 1 
doubtful matter, would bear a little boaſting. That 
Are did not afford a man fuperiour to him in trueJudg. 
ment, perhapsnot his equal. But then it is but a fairre- 
que{t, that thoſe Homilies be not obtruded upon us fer 
his, of which it is very doubtful whether they be or not; 
thoſe for inſtance to the People of Antioch , the Gret 
Copies whereof could not be found in any AncientLy 
brary. TI interpoſe this,not for the ſervice of a Cauſe, but 
for the honour of St. ChryſoFtom, than whom, no man+ 
bounds more with exhortations to pray to God , upan 
ſuch conſiderations as theſe. 7hou may? always and in 
ceſſantly call upon God, and ſhalt meet with no dificulty ; fi 
there is no need of Door-keepers to introduce thee,of Stewart 

or Procurators, of Guards or Friends ; but when thou comtii 
by thy ſelf, then will he mot of all hear thee , even uh 
thou beſeecheFt none elſe. We do not ſo effefually indi 
him when we intreat by others , as when we do it by 
ſelves. How this can be reconciled with rwo or thi 
_ paſſages, (which, if they be his, 'do manifeſtly imply fus 
approbation of calling upon the Martyrs at their ”Y 
rit) 


at the Memories of the Martyrs. 79: 


ries) I cannot for my part underſtand ; eſpecially that in 

he Concluſion of the Homily upon Beraix, &e. which 

Tſhall examine by and by. . For to avoid contention a- 

bout a matter not neceſſary to the Cauſe in hand, I will 

proceed upon that Teſtimony , as if it were St. Chryſo- 

Fow's. But whatever St. Chryſoffom's Opinion was con- 
cerning the thing it ſelf, T think it cannot reaſonably be 

denied, that we have his Teſtimony that it was done : 

For deſcribing the magaificence of the Monuments cfthe 

Saints, which were more ſplendid than the Palaces Of Chryſ, in 2, 
Kings, not onely for the greatneſs and beauty of their building, _— Os 
but which was more , for the great reſort of devout people rinth. verl, fin, 
thither ; he goes on thus : For thither even he that is clo- 

thedwith Purple , goes to embrace their Monuments, and 


laying by his Ftatelineſs, he FFands intreating the. Saints, that 


they would intercede with God for him; and he that 
wears a Crown defires the Patronage of a Tent - Ma- 


| ter, and a Fiſherman who died long fince. 1 cannot ap- 


prove Chamzer's rendring of this place, who ſuppoſes the 
Emperour is here brought in (a) not 7»treating, but one- 0c) dhe 
ly needing the interceſſion of the Saints. His Criticiſm yam. = 
sto0 ſubrile, and does not well accord with the place. 
But be that as it will ; I muſt confeis a few intimations. 
ofthe Fa& will ſerve ro make me conclude, that very 
many devout people did, befides their Prayers to God, 
which they made at the Memories of the Martyrs, in- 
treat alſo of the Martyrs themſelves the benefit of their 
Interceſſions to God for them ; and that- becauſe it was 
generally believed that they were preſent at their Me- 
wories. 

For if fach an Opinion ſhould prevail amongſt any 
conſiderable number of Chriſtians any wher? , that the 
Souls of Martyrs or other Saints, were to b2 converſed 
with in any certain place where the People could' come 


withe 


YO 
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within their hearing ; it 1s hardly to be imagined that 
all, or indeed the nfoſt, ſhould reſtrain themſelves from 
going thither to deſire their Prayers. And their Guides, 
who themſelves believed the preſence of the Martyrs, 
would in all likelihood be more forward to commend 
them to reprove them for it, unleſs they ſhould be well 
aware of the ill conſequences it might produce. And 
therefore I do not wonder that this new concett of the 
preſence of the Martyrs at their Memories, ſhould carry 
the Chriſtians of thoſe times thither very frequently, and 
many of them to deſire the Martyrs to pray for them, 
This perſwaſion helped. forward the Devotion of the 
Age, and was apparently countenanced by ſome of the 
Fathers, and it ſhould ſeem was winked at by all, one 


ly St. Auſtin ſeemed todoubt of it , as we ſhall fee pr 


{ently. 

Bat St. Baſil made no queſtion of it, and therefore ms 
niteſtly approved the praiſe that was grounded upon 
it. For thus he ſpeaks concerning the Memory of the 
Forty Martyrs : Here, fays he, a Religious womas 1 
found praying for her Children, and defiring a ſafe retunfu 
her Hushand that is. abroad, and recovery for her fick Hus 
band. And then he adds, Let your Prayers be made nith 
the Martyrs. T1 know this paſſage enforceth no more, 
than that the Prayers made in thoſe places to God woult 


excite the Martyrs to joyn their Interceſſions with thok 


of the devout Chriſtian. And perhaps St. Bafil ſeems 
to approve this way, more than calling upon the Martyt 
themſelves, becauſe he ſays, Let your Prayers be made with 
(not zo) the Martyrs. But that ſome Chriſtians did ſpelt 
to theMartyrs too,and were not reproved-for it,is,I think 
very plain from what St. Baſil fays in his Oration up 
Mamas the Martyr : Tou remember the Martyr , fays 


as many of you as have enjoyed him in Dreams ; as mn 
. Wi | you 


\ at the Memories of Martyrs. 
you a4 coming, to this place , have had his help towards your 


Prayer ; as many of you as having called to him (b) by name, ®) iu 


Anders . 


have found him preſent by his works ; as many Travellers Bajil. Homil, 
u he hath brought home again, &c. For here Tcannot bur 25S Hen: 


think that Mamas his being called by name, ſignifies more 
than a bare wiſh that he would pray for thoſe that are 
ſpoken of : Eſpecially conſidering: how very natural it 
was for a belief of the preſence of the Martyrs in ſome 
places, to breed the cuſtom of addreſſing to them , as a 
man would 'do to his Friend that is within the compaſs 
of hearing. So that I will not go about to put any other 
conſtruction upon theſe words, than this plain one, that 
ſome of St. Baftls Auditors had called to Mamas by name 
to pray for them, and to aſſiſt them in the procuring of 
that which they had defired of God, or were about tode- 
fire of him. Fe 

| And here (to uſe the words of the excellent Biſhop 
Vſher) a man may eaſily diſcern the breeding of a Diſeaſe, aud 


@.it were the grudgings of that Ague, that brake out after lenge, y. 4445 
- wards into a peſtilential Fever. 


lamnot inſenſible what colours this plain and honeſt 
taling may afford to thoſe of the Roman Communion , 
who do not ſeek for Truth , nor are willing that others 
ſhould find it. What will they now fay , but that we 
beginto confeſs the eſtabliſhment of the Invocation of Saints 
"n the Fourth Age 2 Monſieur de Meaux has faid it alrea- 
dy upon teſs occaſion given. But we cannot help it if 
our Conſciences be miſrepreſented by the Arrifices of ſome 
oem, and ſuperficially looked upon by the reſt. For my 


On part , Thad rather another man ſhould make a dif- 


Wgenuous advantage of my dealing truly in defence of 
tie Truth, than 0 about to take away from him the oc- 
caſion of uſing a pious Fraud, by being guilty of a pious 
Fraud my {ſelf | 

g M | But 


Anſwer to Te- 
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Adare ſſes to the Martyrs in the fourth tne ; 


But I will now be bold to fay, that there. is fo vaſt, 
diflerence between the praQtiſe of ſome Chriſtians in the 
Fourth Age, who reconciled themſelves to the Prayey | 
of the Martyrs ; and between the Invocation of Saint, 
which is now practiſed and contended for in the Churg 
of Rome ; that the allowance of the former will by gg 
means infer the latter : The fore-mentioned great may Þþ 
has ſhewn the difference in ſeveral particulars well worth 
every honeſt and prudent mans conſideration, .that d; | 
ſires to inform himſelf in this matter. And to'himT ſh; 
the rather refer the inquifitive Reader for them ; he, 
cauſeI will here add two other differences which mayo Þ 
themſelves be ſufficient to ſhew that Monſieur de Mea Þ 
whe ſays we begin to acknowledge that the /rvocatiny i 
Saints was eſtabliſhed in the Fourth Age, would be yey 
much beholden to us, if we ſhould make ſuch an Acknoy, 
ledgment. For when the Truth comes to be under. 
ſtood, it amounts to this, and: no more: That that 
were but ſome beginnings and eps made towards thi 
praiſe, at the latter end of the Fourth Age; and that 
theſe beginnings were xot then eFatliſhed neither, 

For firſt, The inſtances produced to ſhew that deyout 
people were wont to recommend themſelves to- the 
Prayers of the Martyrs, do generally ſhew that they di 
it at the reſpefive Memories of thoſe Martyrs, where ts 
Martyrs were beiteved to. be-within hearing ; whucly 8 
[ ſhall preſently ſhew , makes a great difference in th 
caſe, Inthe meantime, Ido nor aſſert that it was unb 
verſally believed that the Souls of. the Martyrs wet 
preſent at their Memories; for St. 4uſtin himfelf dl 
not affirmit; and though ke thought men fared the bt 
ter for the Prayers of the Martyrs , yet whether tit 
heard thoſe who called to them at their Memories, 0 
Where-ever elſe they were thought to have appeart 
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made at their ReſpeSiive Memories. 
he profeſſed that it. paſſed the ſtrength of his Underſtan-. 
ding; and this although he allowed greater priviledges 
to the Martyrs than to other Saints. St. Auiz could 
not digeſt an Opinion , that St. Zierom indeed made no 
difficulty to admit, that a Martyr could at the ſame time 
be in places very diſtant from one another. He that 
will conſult St. Z7zerom about his reaſon, may find it in 


fied that I do not forbear the mentioning of it for any 


 difadvantage it would bring to our Cauſe. But that 


which I at preſent aſſert, is this: That where we find the 
Faithful deſiring any relief by the Prayers ofthe Martyrs 
(whether they prayed to the Martyrs themſelves,or not) 


| weſtill find them at the proper Memories of thoſe Mar- 


tyrs. Thus St. Bafi, juſt now quoted : Tow that coming 
tTHIS PLACE have found him an helper to your 
Prajer. Thus St. Hierom allo repreſents Conſtantia at 
the Torib of Zlar:on in the relation already mentioned, 
And thus St. AufFin in that famous Chapter of Miracles 


done by the Memories of Martyrs, where that relief 2<&v-Þ. 1b. 


Which was ſuppoſed to be obtained by the Twenty Mar- 
tyrs, was.asked at zthezr Memory, and not at St. Stephen's ; 
5 Xt, Stephen was ſuppoſed to help thoſe that prayed at 
lis Memory. Tn like manner St. Chryſoftom, who brings 
n the Emperour doing that honour to the Apoſtles Se. 
Feter and. St. Paul, as to./ipnd intreating their Prayers ; 
8. ChryſoFfom,. I ſay, introduces him to their Monuments, 
or Memories, where it was that. this honour was done 
to them. Andſointhe Oration upon Bernix, Proſdoce 


CDomnina,we find this exhortation : Let us not onely uÞ- C11 Tom, 
0 ths. [Anniverſary] Feſtzval, bat upon other days alſo 5- Hom. 65. 


Rick cloſe to them, and intreat them that. we may. obtain 
their Patrozage. 'The.ſame obſervation holds, it you go 
to. the Qration upon the Egyptian Martyrs, and: to that 

M 2 upon 
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; i Vigilant. Toms 
a little compaſs ; and when he has done, he will be fatis- 2- p- 158: 
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upon Jyrnatius; and indeed it holds ſo generally that it 
ſhould in reaſon interpret any place that mentions Inyq, 
cation of the Martyrs, where it is not evidently expreſſeq 


that it was done at their Memories ; I mean as1I faid he. | 


fore, their reſpetive Memories : Unleſs ſome other place 
be diſtintly mentioned , as in that place of St. 4ugjy 
now referred to, where the preſence of the Martyr out 


his Memory was ſuppoſed to be witneſſed by his appear. | 
ing, or by his works. But this was very extraordinary, 
The uſual way of folliciting the Prayers of a Martyr, 


was to go to his Memory. 


The hardeſt paſſage of all to be accounted for by ths 


Rule, is that of St. Ambroſe, where he tells the Widoyy 


that the Angels are to be intreated as well as the Mar. 
tyrs. - For though later times have found Reliques of I 


Angels, yet they had none then. The whole place 


Col. 505, 506, ſomething obſcure, yet I will try to give thebeſt account 


of it that I can. His buſineſs was to perſwade Widms ty 
continue unmarried;and he tells them,that by good works 
and deyotion,they would gain the afliſtance of the Prayer 
of the Apoſtles and Martyrs, who would now help thoſ 


that were not a-kin to them, as effectually as they helped 


their kinred by their Prayers, when they were upon 
Farth. And then he has theſe words : T ' would to Gul 


that there was ſomebody who could ſo readily pray for u; 
or indeed that very Peter whoprayed for his Wives Mathn, 8 
and Andrew his Brother; for then they were able to obtan if 


for their kinred, now they can obtain for us and for al. | 
can make nothing of this, but that St. Ambroſe was 0 
ſure St. Peter and St. Audrew were near enough to hait 


their Prayers defired, or to be ſpoken to ; though te 
beſt way: to engage their Prayers , and to have tim 
near us, was to abound in Alms and Devotion. bit 


then headds : The Angels are to be intreated, " 


Addreſſes tothe Martyrs in the fourth Age | 


' * made at their ReſpeSiive Memories. 


are given to us to be our Guardians : The Martyrs are to be 


intreated, whoſe Patronage we ſeem to challenge after a ſort, 
by having the Pledge # their Bodies. They can pray a- 
gainſt our fins who have waſhed away their own fins, if they 
bad any, by their own Bloud. So that the concluſion 
ſeems to be this : that although the beſt way of enga- 
ging all the Apoſtles and Martyrs, was to abound in 
Alms and Prayers, yet it would be very good alfo for 
every one to intreat his Guardian- Age! to pray for him, 
and to defire the ſame of thoſe Martyrs whoſe Reliques 
were a Pledge of their nearneſs and preſence. If this be 
not the meaning of St. Ambroſe, ( for I do not love to be 
confident about the meaning of a place that is not ver 

clear ) I ſhall be glad to be better inſtruted. IF it be, 
this is a farther confirmation of what I have obſerved, 
that the calling upon: Martyrs m thoſe days, went by 
their Reliques and Memories. And by the way, this 
ſingle inſtance of adviſing to intreat the Angels too, 
kems to proceed upon the common reaſon, vzz. a ſuppo- 
ſition of the preſence of thoſe Angels, that God had 
given for our Guard. And it was a current Opinion a- 


.mongſt ſome of the Greek Fathers, ( whom St. Ambroſe 


ſtudied and imitated very induſtriouſſy) . that every 
good man had his Angel ; though I am not ſatisfied that 
any but St. Ambroſe carried the Opinion to this conclu- 


| fon, that men ſhould intreat their Angels to pray for 


tlem. | 

- $0 that notwithſtanding the ſingularity-of St. Ambroſe 
In adviſing to call upon: Angels, I'ſee little reaſon why he 
ſhould be thought to ſpeak in this faſhion, meerly be- 


\ Qauſe he was in compariſon but a Novice in Chriſtianity, 
; When he wrote this Book. Towards the end of his life 


he ſeemed to be as fond as ever he had been of the Re- 


liques of Martyrs, and very deſirous to make his Prayers 


over 
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over them, if Pawlinys may be believed ; who obſerves 
that if the Holy Prieſt went to pray in a place at whicy 
he had never been ſeen to pray before, this was a token tha 
he knew by Revelation the Body of ſome Martyr ta lie kit 
thereabouts. So that although the Bodies he then ſpeaks 
of were ſoon tranſlated into the Ghurch of the Apoſtles 


yet St. Ambroſe would looſe no time, but went farth | 


with to fay his Prayers to God at the places where the 
lay baried, and probably enough to ſpeak zo them tu, 
believing that they were there near enough to obſerye 
and hear him, and that they would aſſiſt him with thei 
Prayers. 

Thus Sozomen tells us, that Theodoftus going, out of 
Conſtantinople in_ his Expedition againſt Eugenius, and 
coming to the ſeventh mile, there * prayed to God, and 


 Franzmde likewiſe + called to Fobn the Baptiſt to help him. Iihul 


$0%0mn. lib. 7. 
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not need to inſiſt upon the difterence of Expreſſion, 
praying to God, and calling to the Saint, though ſevenl 
inſtances might be produced in favour of ſuch an obſer 
vation. For here alſo we find that the place where the 
Emperour prayed to God, and withal cated upon i 
Baptiſt, was no other than that Church. which he had 
built for a Memory of St. Fohn Baptiſt, For -it ſeems 
certain; Monks of: the Macedonian, Hereſie were faid:to 
have found the Head of the Baptiſt at Hieruſalem; 
which after ſeveral removes, was at laſt: brought by 7ks 
odoftus to Conſtantinople, in the Suburbs whereof he b» 
ried. it, and erefted a ſtately Church, over it. So tlut 
here the Reliques of the Martyr were a Pledge of: hs 


Preſence and Patronage ; and: here it, was that Theodyþ 


s did not. onely. pray to God, but called. to the Saint for 
his Aſſiſtance too. Rufiuus indeed: tells us; thats 
ſought helpoby. the interceſſion..of other Saints; - but 


where was it?” Not here at St. Joby Baprift's Mem; 
. ? : & EI ES 2 ut 
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21406 at their ReſpeSiive Memories. 
but where the Reliques of the Apoſtles and Martyrs were 
kept, that is .in other Memories. But when the Empe- 
rour was come into /zaly, and had the Enemy before 
him in the Field ; though we find that he prayed, yet 
there is not the leaſt intimation of calling upon the 
Bajtift, or upon any other Saint-there. '. It is onely faid, 


that proſtitutin himſelf upon the groand, he prayed with Som. lib. 7. 
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tears, and God preſently heard his Prayers. But though ©** 


the Victory was without all queſtion to be aſcrzbed to 
God, yet Sozomen relates a ſtrange ſtory, which he had 
taken, as it ſeems, upon common report, how the Devil 
aſcribed it to Fobn the Bapiſt, For the fame day thar 
the Battel was fought,a man poſteſſed being in the Church 
of St. John Baptiſt, was heaved up very high from the 
ground, . and the Devil that was in him, razled ar the 
Baptiſh,.and reproached him for having. loſ#. his head ; but 
yet could not forbear confeſfing. to him in this manner : 
Thou overcomeſt me, and defeateſt my Army. T confeſs I 


am apt to ſuſpect foul play in this prank of the Devil, if - 


it were true ; and do believe, that God ought to have 
ed the Glory, not a whit the leſs for the Devils giving. 
It to the Saint. But ſuch kind of reports were made 


 ueofto' confirm People inan opinion of the preſence of 


theMartyrs at their Memories, ( for the Devil's ſpeak- 
Ws to Fohy the Baptiſt here, was his acknowledginent' of 
it) and in the pra@ice- of making-addreffes to: them 
tlere upon that account. | Ly 


y Nothing; yet appears: to the contrary, but that they 


vio thought the Martyrs heard when 'they were ſpoken 
to, believed their preſence to be liniited te-ſome- certain' 
Placks, in the compaſs of which-they were within hear- 
ng ButlT am not fo vairtasto undertake that there 


were none in thoſe day's who called upon the Martyrs in. 
al places indifferently: For. while the Great men' of | 


that 
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that Age ſeemed to give a full ſcope to that ſtrain of ze 
towards the Martyrs which was now going forward, it 
is to be feared rather, (though no ſuch thing appears) 
that ſome of the people made no difference between cal. 
ling upon their Martyrs at their Memorzes, or any where 
elſe. And fo it' certainly was when one of thoſe Ser. 
mons was written that are ſafely attributed to St, 4m, 
broſe. "ed on; 2 

But *tis enough for my preſent purpoſe, that the 
ſtom of calling upon the Martyrs at their reſpeQive Me. 
mories, was as yet very notorious. And this indeed 


was the ground of that Scoff of Y7gilantius, for which 


St. Hierow chaſtiſes him ſo ſeverely : What, fays he, ar: 
the Souls of the Martyrs therefore ſo fond of their oni 
Aſhes > do they hover about them, and are always preſent 
with them, leſt perhaps if any one comes to pray, th) 
ſhould be abſent, and incapable of hearing him > To'the 
matter of which Queſtion, St. Zzerom was almoſt ſilent; 
but he laſhes him for abuſing and laughing at the Rs 


liques of the Martyrs. The truth is, Yig#lantius had hit 


that Popular Opinion, that the Martyrs were very much 
preſent with their Reliques, and:conſfequently, that tie 
beſt way to be ſure of them, was to go to the Churcis 


where their Reliques were, unleſs ( which happenedvay | 


ſeldom ) they ſhould diſcover a particular affeQion to 


| ſome other place, as St. Z7larion did to the Garden dl 


Cyprus, after his Reliques were ſtoln out of it. 
Now therefore as the firſt Addreſſes that were malt 
to the Martyrs had not the nature of Prayer or Relrgzow 


Trovocation int any other reſpe&, ſo neither in this, that 
they aſcribed Omnipreſence tothe Saints or Martyrs. I 
not onely the Belief of that Age, but the Praftice oft} 


too, in ſeeking the Interceſſion of the Saints, limited thel 
preſence to ſome determinate places, and gener uy ; 
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made at their Reſpe&ive Memories. 


; their reſpeive Memories. They that called upon the 
Saints at all, did not indifferently call upon them in any 
place, but (1f we may gather the general praftice from 


ſuch particular inſtances as we have ) they invocated. 


them in ſome certain place onely, where they were 
thought to be within hearing. Nor can I find that they 
thought it reaſonable to ſpeak ſo much as to one Saint, 
at the Memory of another ; but rather to every Saint at 
his own. | 

Which makes the Addreſſes of thoſe times to the Mar- 
tyrs, very difterent from the Invocation of Saints in the 
Church of Rome, which hath let her Children looſe to 
call upon every Saint in every place, as occaſion re- 
quires; and has furniſhed them with Lz#anies of Suppli- 
cation to all the Saints, to be uſed in all places of the 
World. 

He that cannot ſee a wide difference between theſe 
two things, can ſee nothing. The firſt praCtice of all, 
ſetting afide the ill conſequences of: it, was to fay the 
worſt of it, but a harmleſs Superſtition; that is, when as 
yet the. Re/zques of the Martyrs were intire, and. there 
Was but one Memory toone. The next ſtep indeed was 
fomething dangerous, which began alſo in this Age, and 

_ that was allowing ſome of them ſeveral Memories in di- 
ſtant places, at every one of which, 1 believe they were 


well, that they confined them all within ſome bounds. 
But the laſt Praftice is an intolerable Afﬀront to the Di- 
Vine Majeſty, becauſe it does in effeC&t aſcribe Omnipre- 
ſence toa Creature. The progreſs of the miſchief from. 
ſo ſmall a beginning, to ſo ſtrange aconcluſion, was plain- 
fill ly this : By diſperſing the Reliques of the ſame Martyrs 
her Þ '9t9 two or more, and at length into many places, their 
_ Memories were by degrees ſirangely multiplied ; _ 
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ſpoken to by ſome or other ; though it was yet pretty 
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Theod.de Cur that to ſpeak the Truth, not inconſiderably in the next 


. Grec. Aﬀt. 
de Mart. 


' Age, as appears by Theodoret; and ſo by degrees they 


were allowed a greater ; and by the help of new Re. 
liques ( when the old ones would bear dividing no lon. | 
ger ) {till a greater compaſs of preſence ; till at laſt $y. 
perſtition and worldly Policy together, would not alloy 
any bounds at all to be ſet to their preſence, but wouly | 
have them called upon no leſs than God in all placy Þ 
whatſoever. 

This account of the latter PraCtices of the fourth Ape 
in this matter, and of the grounds of their PraQtice, may 
perhaps deſerve to be added to a great many other, 
whereby the difference of the Addreſſes to the Martyr 
in that Age, from the Rowan Invocation of Saints, hs 
been ſhewn. I ſhall fay no more of it, than that it my 
appear fair and reaſonable to any man that ſhall takethe Þ 
pains to compare one thing with another. At leaſt, t 
deſerves ſome conſideration, becauſe if the Addreſſes that 
were made in that Age to the Martyrs, were limited t 
ſome certain places ; it will deſtroy an Appeal to tht 
Age for an Invocation which is unlimited, and aſcribe 
Omnipreſence to the Saints. And therefore if in aſligh- 
ing this difference, I have proceeded upon a miſtake « 
the Practice of rhat Age, the Gentlemen of the Church 
of Rome are concerned to ſhew it. And when they. dot 
will be my part to ſhew that I am not fond of a Netin, 
but can with more eaſe reject it, when it appears tobe 
falſe, than I entertained it while it ſeemed to be true, 

But then 2. As the Addreſſes of the Fourth Age tot 
Saints were not properly Religious Invocations, fo nt 
ther were they eftab/iſhed in the Church. There was 00 

publick Rule or Order for them, but they were wholl 

the effe&s of a private and voluntary Zeal, encouraga 

by ſome of the Guides of the Church, and perhaps Kar 
Ts my 
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| nived at by all. They were, I fay, the a&tions of fo ma- 


ny ſingle Chriſtians in behalf of themſelves or their near 
Relations, but no part of the eſtabliſhed Service of the 
Church. The Lzturgies were every where ſtill the ſame, 
and none but God was called upon in the Service per- 
formed at the Religious Aſſemblies of the Church. If 
the pretended Catholicks 'could ſhew a Change in the 
Service of the Church about this time, favouring the 
Invocation of Saints, that indeed were ſomething. But 
then they muſt not refer us to the ſhameful Interpola- 
tions of St. Chryſoſtow's, and other ancient Liturgies. It 
were an eaſie matter to be very large upon this Head, 
but for a reaſon I ſhall mention preſently, we will for 
the preſent go no farther than to St. Auſtin. For if his 
Authority be of any weight with them, they will ſee that 
whatever was done in the: way. of private Worſhip by 
ſingle Perſons, there was no change of the Service of 
the Church in this reſpe&, but that God onely was invo- 
cated in the ſtated Aſſemblies of the Faithful. Let us 
therefore hear what St. Auſtin ſays, The Gentiles, faith 


he, have built Temples, raiſed Altars, and ordained Prieſts, j,, (:.;, n,; 
and offered Sacrifices to their Gods. But we do not erett lib. 22. c. 10. 


Temples to our Martyrs, as if they were Gods, but Memo- 
ries as .to dead men, whoſe Spirits live with God. Nor do 
we-erect Altars upon which to ſacrifice to Martyrs, but to 
one God onely do we offer, the God of Martyrs, and our God ; 
at which Sacrifice, as men of God who in confeſſing him have 
overcome the World, they are named in their place aud 


rang but they are not invocated by the Prieft who ſacris 
ces, | 


St. Auſtin plainly ſpeaks of the publick Service of the 
Church at the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, in which, if 
we will take his word, no Addreſſes were made, but to 
God onely. And he expreſly fays that the Prieſt who 
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adminiſtred the Service, did not invocate the Marty 
but named them ##. order, as men that had overcome the 
World , that is, gave Thanks and Prayers to God f 
them. And here I am much miſtaken, or elſe there j 
an obſervable difference intimated between the voluntz. 
ry Addreſſes of ſingle Perſons to the Martyrs at thei 
Memories, and between the mention that was made of 
the Martyrs when the Faithful aſſembled for the ord 
nary Service of God at the ſame Memories : For when 
in voluntary and private Devotion, the Saints wer 
ſpoken to, it was ſtill at their reſpeive Memories ; but 
in the Aſſemblies of the Church for Divine Service, they 
were indifferently mentioned in their place and order, 
at all the Memories of the Martyrs, but not invocated, | 
But that which I chiefly obſerve, is this : [That neithe | 
was the Martyr, whoſe Memory was the place of Gods 
publick Service, invocated in the Prayers of the Church; Þ 
ſo that even the Addreſſes of that Age to a Martrat i 
his own Memory, were not eſtabliſhed by the Order and 
Service of the Church, but left to the voluntary Zeal 
ſingle Perſons. | 
And therefore thoſe Paſſages of this Father refene 
to by M, de Meanx, make nothing for Invocation df 
Saints. St. Auſtin, it ſeems,-( though it was a ſingular 
Opinion of his) thought 7 an * znjury'to a Mariyrt 


pray for him, by whoſe Prayers we our ſelves are to be cw 


mended ; and therefore the Martyrs were not mentioned 
in that place of the-Service, where other dead Perjm 
were. commemorated, viz. thoſe for whom Prayer ws 
made. And ſays he, + At the Holy Table we do mth 
commemorate them as we ao others that re(# in peace, Vi. i 
as thoſe for. whom we pray ; but rather as thoſe that pro 


for us, that . we may tread in their ſteps. Now thougl 


St. Auſtin was one of thoſe that doubted wins the } 
| ei 


2 I, —_ bed. d 


Petitions of theFaithful arrived-to the knowledge of the 


Prayers, Praiſes, and Thankſgivings ofthe Church, which 


' meaninp-is this: That the Faithful being aſſembled at 
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Martyrs, yet he doubted not that the Martyrs prayed. 
for the Faithful , which 1s all that can be proved from 
theſe places. But what is this to. the' Invocation of 
them; which St. Auſtin alſo expreſly denies, in ſaying that 
they are not invocated by the Prieſt who Sacrifices ? 
 Andhere we muſt remember'whiat the Ancient Fathers 
mearit by the Chriſtian Sacrifice. Not only the Oblation 
of Bread and Wine brought by all the People, and pre-. 
ſented at the Holy Table, with the Prayers of the Prieſt, 
nor onely the Conſecration of thoſe Elements afterwards 
to be the Memorials of Chriſts Body and Blood, which 
they firſt laid before God , and then diſtributed to the 
Faithful ; Ifſay, we muſt remember that they did not 
onely mean theſe vj/ible Sacrifices , but likewiſe all the 


were Yocal Sacrifices, together with Contritzon of Heart, 
and all pious Aﬀettions anſwerable to the Outward Sacri- 
fices; by which the Faithful offter'd up * themſelves a * 4ug.de Civ. 
Gaerifice to God, This was that Reaſonable Service, and >: 1% ©+ 6+ 
mbloudy Sacrifice, which the Prieſt in behalf of all the 
People, ſolemnly offered up toGod. So that St. Auſtin's 


the Memories of the Martyrs for Divine Service, the 

Martyrs are not Invocated by the Prieſt in any part of 

tie Adminiſtration. - And" therefore the diſtin&ion' of 
Nerificial and-Extrafacrificial' Prayers will notavod'this. 
Teſtimony, ſince'the Prayers of the Faithful at their Re- 

lipids AfſetmBlies; were all Sarrificzal Prayers, as being 

part” of the Chriſtian Sacrifce. | 

- And St: AuFin, whoſe Teſtimony this is, did 'in this 

nokidniof Sacrifice 3 clearly follow 'the Dodrine of the 

more-Ancietit Fathers : - Le us obſerve, faith he, chat Ibid, c. 5. 

where God ſaid hewonld wot have Sacrifice, there it is __ 
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Ibid, Cc. 19. 


a ſlain Beaſt, «but he will have the Sacrifice of a contrij 
Heart. And afterwards he addeth theſe inſtances, 

the Ancients had done before him. The P/almiſt faith, 
Offer unto God the ſacrifice of praiſe , and pay thy vows y 


the Moſt - High, and call upon me in the day of tribwatin, | 


and 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me. 


'Tis true, that he ſometimes diſtinguiſheth the wif; 


Oblations of the Church, from Prayers and Praiſes ; 4; 


where he argues, that the vifib/e Sacrifices are to bet Þ 
fered up to God onely ; whoſe wiftble Sacrifice we out 
{elves are in our hearts ; as in vocal Prayer and Praje þ 
we pray to God, and praiſe him onely, to whom we of. Þþ 


fer the devotion of the Heart. But though in that plac 
he doth not call Prayers and Praiſes, Sacrifices , ashe 


doth elſewhere -very frequently ; yet even there he t 
keth it for. granted, that when the Faithful were aſkm | 
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that he will have Sacrifice, He willeth not the Sacrifice of 


bled for praying to God and praiſing him, they addreſſed Þ 


themſelves tonone but to Him. | 


It is ſo.-plain even from this Father, that the Invoctk |þ 


on of Martyrs and Saints, was no part of the Service| 
the Church, that I have thought fit to inſiſt onely up 
his Teſtimony ; eſpecially ſince; Monſieur de Meaux lus 
been pleaſed to bring in the words of the Councild 
Trent, explaining their praRiſe in Invocating the Saints: 
Becauſe, ſaith he, the Council doth - almoſt make uſe of th 
very words of this Holy Biſhop. Let us firſt hear the 
words of the Council: The Church does-not offer Sattiſ 
ces to the Saints, but to God alone, who has Crowned them: 
The Prieſt alſo does not addreſs himſelf to $t. Peter and Vt 
Paul, ſaying, 1 offer up to you this Sacrifice ; but rendri 
thauks to God for their Viftories, he demands T HEIk 


ASSISTANCE, to the end that thoſe whoſe Memory 


we celebrate upon Earth, would vouchſaſe to pray for wo 
: Wh ods 
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Heaven, Now let us hear the words 'of St. Aufin, in 
that place to which Monſieur de Meaux refers. But we 
do not appoint Temples, Prieſthoods, Hoy Rites, and Sacri- 


fees to the Martyrs, becauſe not They, but their God is our 


God, Indeed, we honour the Memories of the Martyrs as 
of holy men, &c. But who of the Faithful ever heard the 


Prieff, ſtanding at the Altar, though eretted for the Honour yyjq_jy, 6 % 
ind Worſhip of God, over the holy Body of a Martyr, to ſay 7: 


in the Prayers, I cffer Sacrifice to thee , O Peter, or Paul, 


| * or Cyprian ; when at their Memories *tis offered to God, 


who made them both Men and Martyrs, and aſſociated them 
to the Angels in heavenly glory ; that by this ſolemuity we 
may give thanks to the True God for their Vittories , and 
that we by renewing inour ſelves the remembrance of them, 
may be excited by imitating them to ſtrive for ſuch Crowns 
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and Palms as they have obtained FF THE SAME Tt Zodem in- 


ASSISTANCE. Irtſeems there is almoFt no difference 
made by putting the Saints inſtead of God, Let Mon- 
fieur de Meawux lay his hand upon his Heart, and tell us 
honeſtly for ance, whether Fodem iuvocato in Auxilium, 
do-not refer to the True God ſpoken of before, and not 
tothe Saints 2 And iffo, what there is in this paſſage of 
the- Zoly Biſhop , that makes for the Invocation of. 
daints ? ok | 
And now Monſieur de Meaux may go on as long as. 


' True God BEING INVOC ATED FOR O @R © indus 


xiliun. 


Paſtoral Let- 


he thinks fit to make Triumphs, upon our Acknowle dge- ter, þ. 29. 


ment, that during the Fourth Century , the Church . defired 
the Prayers of Martyrs , and honoured Reliques... For he 
2%s 0n in this ſtrain, -in lus late Paſtoral Letter, where 
le declaims ſo Tragically againſt thoſe that (if you will 
believe him) charge Idolatry upon the Zluſtrious Fourth 
Age ; yea that very Age wherein the Prophecies of the 
liingdom of Feſus Chriſt were accompliſhed more wa 4: 
(F2AP 


P. 30. 
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than ever : when the K. ngs of the Earth till then P erſecutor; 
of the Name of Jeſus, became according to the Ancient Oracle 
his Adorers. My Lord the Biſhop of Meaux knew when ir 
was convenient to uſe the ſtile of a perfe& Gentleman, 


But ſince he wrote his Expoſition, the Caſe of ſome of hiz 


Countrey-men is ſomething altered, though the Cay 
be the ſame. Now the Blaſphemies of the Proteſtang 
put him into fits of Amazement, and he cannot tel 
what Horrour they are worthy of. But to do him right 
he keeps true to one old principle, that. will I believe be 
dear to him as long as he lives : Once more , my Breth. 


ren, let us not diſpute, let us not run into Controverſie. No, 


by no means ; for it is much eaſier to declaim, than ty 


diſpute, to take things for —_—_ than to prove them; 


and to make geyeral flouriſhes, than to enter into examj. 
nation of particulars, What can be more eaſe thanty 
exclaim in this manner 2 The Ambroſes, the Auguſting, 
the Hieroms, the Gregories of Nazianzene, the Baſiliug;, 
and the Chryſoſtomes, whom all Chriſtians have reſpetted 
even till now as the Doftors of Truth ! But hold a: little; 
if great Names will do the buſineſs, let us ſee what: we 
can do in this kind: * Can you endure, my Brethren, thoſe 
* who have forſaken the 1renews's, the Juſtin-Marty, 


« the Clemens's of Alexandria, the Tertullians, the Origen, 


* the Cyprians, the Athanafius's, whom all Chriſtians do pre 
** Zend even now to reſpedt as Doftors of Truth > Thoſe, m 
* Brethren,that were more Ancient than the 4Ambroſes,s. 
«* and moſt of whom laid down rheir lives in a Glorious 
«© Martyrdom, which none of the other did? It is tru, 
* Brethren, that ſome part of the Prophecies was fulfilled 
* when, the Empire took the Church into its proteCionj 
* but we do not findit was foretold alſo, that the Glirt 
* ſtians of that Age would be'wiſer or better- than thet 


«Forefathers. Does not Monſieur de Meaux tell usthu 


Anti 


not equal to the Authority of the firſt Apes. 


_ ®* of Chrift and his ApoFHes. 


« Antichriſt muſt come according to the Prediftions of the 
« Apoſtles. But when that happens, the timesare not to 
« be much the better for it, It was the admirable good- 
« neſs of God, to Crown the Church at laſt with Peace 
« and Glory. But do not think the Authority of that 
« Age is to be regarded the more, becaule it was /luſtrious 


. « fox the Wealth and Splendor of this World, leaſt by the 


« fame reaſon you ſhould undervalue the Authority of 


 « the more Ancient Ages, which were //uftrious for no» 
| «thing but Truth, and Godlinefs, and Martyrdom ; which 


« if you ſhould do, my Brethren , might we not well 
« cry out , 0h prodigy, unheard of amongft Chriftians ! 
« that we ſhould begin to think it a better mark of a 
« pure Church, to have it in its power to perſecute others, 
« than toendure perſecution her {elf after the example 

It isan eaſie matter to-requite a Declamation. But 
would not the Biſhop of Meaux fay to this, that the /re- 
neas's, &c. do not condemn what is now practiſed in 
the Church of Rowe 2 So do we ſay that we are far from 
charging the Ambroſes, &c. with Idolatry ; and that 
the Dotrines and Praiſes of that Age, with reſpect to 
the points that we are upon, are ſo vaſtly diflerent from 


| What We now fee in the Church of Rome, that if the 
\ Churchof Rome be Idolatrous, it does by no means fol- 


low, that the Fourth Age was ſo. So that we muſt come 


to-diſputing at laſt, whether we will or not, if wetalk of | 
| Urkequeſtions.to any 


Kc queſtions. to any purpoſe. 04.5, 1:9ithe. 

ſhave ſhewn the FE ſteps that were made towards the 
Irvcetion of Saints,which 1 confeſs is an Innovation main- 
tuned by the Church of Rome,that of all the reſt bids the 
rr for Antiquity : Becauſe there wasa certain Addreſs 
to Martyrs uſed by many Chriſtians, and commended by 
Omeof the Fathers:towards the latter end of the hy 
| | O gc 
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Inages diſallowed 


Age, which looks ſomething like it, till you come ney 
to examine the matter throughly. But then you mz 
diſcern ſo conſiderable a difference, that *tis a vain thin 
to pretend that the /nvocatzon of Saints, as now praiſe] 
in the Church of Rowe, was as Ancient as the Concluſign 


of the Fourth Age. All that we need to grant, is thi, Þ 5 


That thoſe beginnings are ſo Ancient , which firſt gg 


give occaſion to it, and which with the help of Igmraw þ 


and Superſtition did at length bring it into the Church, 


9. IO. 


Hitherto the Honour done to the Martyrs was thate Þþ 


Founding Churches upon their Relzques, and frequent 


them both for the publick Service of God , and for yr. 


vate Devotions, in which the Martyrs themſelves we 


ſometimes called upon, as if they were preſent at thi; Þ 


Memories. But this was done before their Imaxs 
came to be ſet up in the Church, ſo much as for Ons 
ment, and long before they were thought of for Wor 


ſhip. We have already noted the ACt of Epiphaniu, n Þþ 


tearing the Picure of Chriff, or ſome other Saint, (fr 


he knew not well what it was ) which he found upon i Þ 


Peil: Ana of Indignation ſo much the more rematk 
able, becauſe the Church where it was done was 1n th 
Dioceſs of John Biſhop of Hieruſalem, to whom therefore 
Epiphanius thought fit to give an account of it in that 


piſtle which is to be ſeen in Sr. Z7erom's Works : Ani 


the reaſon he gives for what he did, is as remarkables 
the Aion was. When I ſaw this in a Church of Chrifh 
that the Pifture of a man ſhould be hanged up there,aganf 
the Authority of the Scriptures, 1 tare it, &c. And agal, 


T intreat thee to command the Presbyters of that place 1Þ 


provide for the future , that ſuch Feils being contrary : 
wha 
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in the fourth Age. 
what our Religion allows, may not be hanged up in the 
Church of Chriftf. 

But as for the Images of Martyrs and Saints, why 
ſhould I go about to prove that they were not yet 


- brought into Churches, when the pretended Catholicks 


are fain to give reaſons why they were hardly to be met 
with amongſt Chriſtians even out of Churches. Petavi- 
us excuſeth the matter thus: The Images of Chrif# aud 
the Saints were not uſed, left they ſhould be taken by the 
rude and unskilful people, for Idols, to which they ſhad been 
accuftomed. And afterward : Images are not evil 
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of Petav. Dog. 


themſelves » #0r forbidden by any Law of God - nevertheleſs, _— 448-4 
that +, apc keg ag aud Tdolatry, might give of- Part, 2. C. 13; 
1 


fence to the ten 


Chriffians , and that the Gentiles might not objed to thoſe 
of our Religion who abhorred Idols, and diſſwaded men from 
themthat themſelves alſo bad certain Images of their own ; 
# likely they were but ſparingly uſed for about the firit Four 
Ages, all which time the abominable Worſhip of Devils in 
Idols, together with a mo} cruel vexation of the Chriftian 
name, went on. At length the Fifth Age being come, after 
that the Church had gained her freedom, and began boldly 
to Firetch forth her arms, Images began to appear in moSf 
Places, and were ſhewn in Temples and Oratories ; whereas 
vitherto though they had been in ſome uſe, yet they were not 
to be ſeen ſo promiſcuouſly and frequently. In good time ! 
'But iffuch a man as Petavius could have ſhewn any ſe 
of Images all this while that any Art could draw to his 
Purpoſe, he had not ſerved the Cauſe with this miſera- 
ble account of the late ſetting up of Images. With the 


like to which Salmeroy ſatisfied himſelf, as to the ſilence 


the Scripturesabout the Worſhip of Saints, as we have 
| already ſeen, Now to make this appear /ikely, he-inſiſts 
Upon 1t, that the Ancients diſputed againſt the TRoeues 
| O 2 .. 


P- 582, 583- 
r, and, as I may ſay, the unſetled minds of | 
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Image-Worſhip 


and Altars of the Heathens , though when peace and 1; 
berty was given to the Church, the ChriS7;ans had mag; 
ficent Churches and Altars of their own. But nothing oy þ 


be more vain, for from the firſt the Church had its aj. 


tars or holy Tables, and its holy Places too, ſuch as the Þ 
times would permit. And therefore this Inſtance doth Þ 
not reach to the Caſe of Images which they had ng þ 


But where the ſtate of the Controverſie lay between the 


Chriſtians and the Heathens about Temples and Alta, 
and what was the difference between the oneand the. 
ther, is too long to inſert here ; and therefore I refer th Þ 


Reader to Mr. Mede's Diſcourte concerning Churchs 


Par. 1. Book 2. where *tis handled with exquiſite; ; 


ligence. . 
But if Petavias his reaſon hath any probability, why 
werenor Images brought in preſently upon ConFamtings 


coming to the Empire, at leaſt after the death of Jul; 
For then the Church enjoy'd Peace and Power ; une | 


were to be ſaid, that by ſtepping boldly into that prafli 
(aſſoon as they had gained power) which they had utter: 
ly condemned. in their diſtreſs they knew that thy 


ſhould bring the reproach of inſincerity upon ther 


Profeſſion, ' and that therefore it was more adviſable to 
ſtep into it by degrees. But he that can believe this 
the Ancient Church , muſt not pretend any. great Res 
rence for it. 
But whereas Peravius thought this to be the lilth 
reaſon , why we hear not of Images fo long togetli, 
viz. that it would furniſh the Heathens with objedow 
I ſhall not fear to oppoſe this Conjecture with anothe, 


and to fay, that it is more /ikelp-and credible, thtif 


the Antient Fathers had thought it lawful to bow dow 
to Images, and to Worſhip them, they would have brougl 
this practiſe in with one conſent ; and that becauſe tir 
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a Notorious Innovation. 


Gentiles had been accuſtomed to. the worſhipping of 


Images : For it is incomparably more eaſie to-bring men 
from worſhipping ſome Images to worſhip others, ( as 
the Jeſuits knew by experience ) than from worſhip- 
ping Images, to worſhip none at all, Nay, it is yet 
more likely that Images were brought into ſeveral 
Churches in the fifth Age, in compliance with the incli- 
nations of many of the Gentzles ; who, now the Church 
ſhined with the Glory of the World, thronged into it, 
before they had worn off their Superſtition and fondneſs 
of Images ; and that the reaſon why it was done no 
ſooner, was this : that the Zeal of the Ancient Church 
apainſt [mages being yet freſh in the minds of men, muſt 
needs hinder their coming into any uſe immediately, and 
lave it. tobe a work of ſome time. And it is not n+ 
likely that Petavius himſelf was. well. aware of theſe 
things, for otherwiſe he was not-likely to confeſs, that in 


this Controverfie about Images, we are not to have regard 


to the Examples and Orders of the more ancient Church, 
but rather of latter times ; which is in more civil terms 
to confeſs it was an Innovation: for ſurely this learned 
Jeſuit knew better, than to. ſay that in a Controverſie 
about the Antiquity of wor ſhipping Images, we ought r4- 
ther to regard latter times thau the Ancient Church. 

But they that will find Church-Authority for Image- 
Worſhip, muſt go down yer lower, even beyond the 
ith, Gixth, and ſeventh Ages of the Ghurch, _ PiCtures 
werein the fifth Age: brought into divers Churches, for 
Ornament andi[yſtruftion. The Hiſtories of the O/d and 
New Teftament, and- at length the Paſſions of Martyrs, 


| and ſtoties of Saints, were:to be:ſeen upon the Walls of 


Churches. Indeed .when:. the feventh Age was now 


eoming- in, we find-the People of Marſeilles: began to © 52+ lib.s. 
worſhip Images; | which Serexus * their Biſhop duſcern- -- of hg 
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Image-Worſhip a Notorious Innovation. 


10g, broke 'em down, Which breaking of them, Gregg. . 


ry the Great diſallowed, becauſe he thought Images were 
inſtead of Books to them that could not read ; but the 
worſhipping of them he diſallowed as much as Seremy, 
It is likely enough that ſome unwarrantable regard tg 
Images, began about the ſame time to obtain in other 
places. For in the ſeventh Age there were warm Con. 
troverſies about it, which grew to ſuch a heat in the 


Reign of Leo ſaurus, that he commanded the Images ty - 


be broken down. But Superſtition had gotten ſuch an 
head, that this would not do ; but his Son Conſtantine 
was forced to call together a Council, ( which conſiſted 
of 338 Biſhops ) to put an end to thoſe Troubles, ifit 
might be done. And they did their parts effeually: 
for they did not onely decree againſt the worſhipping of 
Images, but the retazning of them. Now thurty yeats 
after this, towards the end of the E:ghth Age, another 
Council was aſſembled at Nzce , by the promotion 
of the: Empreſs Irexe ; in which Image-Worſhip wa 
ſtoutly maintain'd, but with ſuch kind of Agar 
that if I were for the Worſhip of Images, I ſhould k 
very well content to loſe the advantage of the Council 
Authority, provided I might never be reproached with 
their Reaſoning. The Cauſe was .upheld by Adriasl. 
then Biſhop of Rome, who ſent the Acts of this ſecond 
Nicene Council to Charles the Great. Charles. calls1 
Council of talian, German, and French Biſhops at Frank 
ford, in which it was determined againſt the Conſtantive 
politan Council, that images might be retained; and 
| ſmartly concluded againſt theſeNicene Fathers, that with 
out impiety they could not be worſhipped. It was Ul 
lucky that the late beginning of Antzquity for the Wot 
ſhip of Images, ſhould be diſcredited by ſuch an-Autiv 
rity, and; robb'd_ of all-pretence to Vniverſaltty. And 


there Þ. 
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of No Addreſſes to the B. Virgin in the 4th Age. 


therefore Petavius, as others had done, comforts himſelf 
with that vain pretence that the Council of Frankford 
*nderſtood not the ſence of the Nzcene Biſhops. It is 
a vain pretence, becauſe the Ads of the Nicene Council 
ay before the Fathers of Frankford. But the Nicene 


1.03 


* P etav. Dog; 
Th. Tom «. 
Par.2. Lib. 15; 


' Doctrine was condemned about 32 years after this at. 


Paris, and was indeed generally oppoſed in the Weſter 


Clirches. So that it ſeems there is ſome reaſon why 
Image-Worſhippers ſhould not regard the Examples and: 
Conſtitutions of the Antient, but rather, of the latter 
times of the Church. 

But when' began the Worſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin ? 
And why have we forgotten her all this while 2 Even 
becauſe the Pathers forgat her firſt.  *Tis true, we find 


in Gregory Nazianzen's + Oration upon St. Cyprian, the + Greg. Naz... 
ſtoty of Fuſtina the Virgin, calling upon the Virgin Ma- Ofa-18. Tre. 


xy to defend her againſt-the unchaſt deſignes of Cyprian, 


| who, if we may believe the Tale, was once-a Conjurer at 


Antioch, 8c. But by St. Cyprian's Life, written by Pox- 


tis his Deacon, it is evident that this ſtory is void of all 


circumſtance of Truth. * Baroxius himſelf confeſſes as *,Bar. A. D. 


' much: And by the endeavours that have been uſed to 25%N: 


Je 
| = | a So» © See Daille de 
mend the. Tale for the: credit of G. Nazzianzey, *tis plain 0bjef. Cultus.:. 


that there is no remedy, but it muſt go for an inexcuſa-?P: 51&* - 


blebuſineſs. And therefore if ever there was cauſe from 
tie matter of. a Writing imputed to a-man of great 
Name and Authority to conclude *tis none of his ;. this 


&quity-is to be ſhewn'to Gregory Nazianzen/; it being in- 


credible that-a man of his 
ther invent ſuch-a Lye, or be made to believe it. Icon- 
eſs 'tis hard on the one hand to believe that this ſtory 
Mould -be ſo dextrouſly ſhuffled into Nazzanzer's Ora- 


orth and Abilities, ſhould ei- - 


ton, that the Impoſtor' was never diſcovered ; yet on - 
ae-other. hand, ris harder to. believe that ſuch a-man . 


as. 


The Worſbip of the B. Virgin © 
as he ſhould lend his Belief and his Breath to fo abſurdy 
Fable. | 
Epiph. Heres, Epiphanius allo telis us of ſome Arabian Women that 
79. "Þ. 3: ,, Worthipped the Virgin Mary, by laying a Cake befor 
collyrid. her for ſome days, and offering it up ro her, and then 
eating. it amongſt themſelves. But that which he lays - 
upon this occaſion, is by no means for the comfort | 
her Worſhippers. Let ws, faith he, put on the Sprrits 
men, and beat down the madneſs of heb Women. TI knoy 
it will be faid, that this reproof of thoſe that Jacrifced-ty 
the B. Virgin, reaches not thoſe that do not \facrifice ty 
her, but worſhip her without ſacrifice. But I amfure 
Epiphanius makes no ſuch diſtintion. For, fays he, wh 
of the Prophets ever allowed that a Man ſhould be worſt. 
ped, mach lefS a Woman > If it was the DaQtrine of thok 
times, that the B. Virgin was more glorious than the 
Cherabim and Seraphim ; Ep:phanius did ſtrangely for 
himſelf, and the Perſon he was ſpeaking of, when he 
poſed a Man might rather be made an Objeft of Relþ 
gious Worſhip than a Woman , though the B. Virgu 
For thus he goes on : Though the Virgin be a chin 
Veſſel, ſhe is yet but a Woman.----The old Error ſhall ut 
reign amongst us to Teave the living God, and to wirſup 
things that he has made : For if be will not ſuffer the Anps i 
to be adored, how much leſs the Daughter of Joachimaw 
Anne, who was born to them as other Mortals are born, &t, 
of a Father and a Mother. If the Virgin had then be 
inyocated with-Prayefs and Hymns, 1s tt to'be thougl 
Her. 18. adv, that Epiphaniils , who in the foregoing diſcourſe rula 
Antidicom. the honour of the Virgin as high as Truth would fall 
him, would not have faid it there, or diſtinguiſhed it from 
Sacrifice here? He fays indeed, Let Mary be hontared; 
but let the Father Son, and Eoly Ghoſt be adored. Buti 
k it had been'therx as it is how, Zpiphanzzs could not = 
avory- 
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F* by the Colly ridians,oppoſed by the Catholicks. 0g 
avoided ſaying, Ler \Mary' be worſhipped with Religious — 


Twoecation indeed, but let God onely be warſbipped with $a- 
crifce. Bat does he intimateany thing of this nature 2 
Nay, he does as plainly. exclude all Religious Worſhip of 
her, as it was poſſible to exclude a thing which had not 
then abtained in the Church. - For ſays he, God did not 
commix the Power of Baptizing to Mary, or of Bleſſing his 
Diſciples, or any Authority upon Earth. This onely he 

odafed to her, to be aSantlified Creature, and worthy 
to enter into his Kingdom, But if ſhe had been then a- 
dored in any fort, and Fpiphanius had approved it, he 


was ſtrangely forgetful of rhe duty of a gaod Writer, 
'not to mention it in this place at leaſt; where the plain 


Rules of Diſcourſe obliged him, and would have led him 
toit, All which, makes it evident that we are to take 
Worſhip or Adaration. here in the proper ſence of the 


'- ward, and not for. vifeb/e Sacrifices onely.  And' the 


whole place 1s the more unlucky to the Worſhippers of 
the B. Virgin, becauſe no comfort is to be had from that 


expreſſion of * honouring her, which Epiphanius requires * nz im 
we ſhould do. For that by this he did not mean any **** 


Religious Worſhip, is I think reaſonably plain, from what 
he fays concerning Eve, in this very Diſcourſe: Let our 


Mother Eve + be honoured, as being formed by God. 1 donot + yaw 


know that Prayers are ſaid to Eve in the\'Roman Ghurch : 
But I am canfident Epipbanius was a ſtranger to any 
ſuch thing in his- time. So' that if we examine "theſe 


| Words of worſhipping and honouring, as they ſtandin Epi- 


Phanjus , never fo long, they will confeſs this! .and: no 
more, that we muſt think and ſpeak very honourably 
of Mary, as being a moſt holy woman, and the Virgin 


| Mother of Feſww; but that we muſt at no hand adore 


her with any fort of Invocation or Religious Rites what- 
loever. And fo I ſhall conclude this plain buſineſs yu 
P the 
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the words of Epiphanius : Although Mary be excellently 

good andiholy, and to be honoured, ſhe is not yet to be hy. 

noured ſo as to be worſbipped. By which we may judge 

of the modeſty or underſtanding of him,whoever hews, 

that clap'd the name of St. Ep:iphanius to that fulſome 

T De _ f Oration concerning the B. Virgin ; where the Angel, Þ 
Toma Eyiph, Cherubim and Seraphimare brought in adoring her, &:. 

As for what we have concerning the B. Virgin in the 

Liturgy ſaid to be St. Chryſoſtom's, and pretended to he 

tranſlated by Eraſmus, it is all manifeſt Interpolatin, 

being directly contrary to St. Chryſoſtom's DoGtrine in Þ 

his undoubted Writings. Could he that affirms, thatif Þ 

"6 029m,» Chriſt were not by * nature the Son of God, he bl Þ 

e ez, - been inferiour to the Angels, affirm alſo that the Bleſſe 
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ic) 6/hey. Virgin ( who is naturally no Goddels ) is incomparath 
Chryſ. 1 Her, core glorious than the Cherubim and Seraphim 2 Or thi 
# 1d. in Foan, ſhe was unſpotted, whom he plainly notes for + Ambz 
« 2, Hom-29. tion and Deſire of Worldly Glory, and ſuppoſes to te 
checked by Jeſus for it 2 Concerning the Bleſicd Vir 
gin, and the priviledge ſhe had by being the Mother 
Feſaus, they ſpake in thoſe days, as we of the Reforms. 
tion now do. St. Chryſoſtom be witnelſs for this, in the 
place laſt cited. *© When thou heareſt that Woman 
* ſaying, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare thee, and the Pas 
* that give thee ſuck ; and then himſelf anſwering, Te, 
* rather bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God and 
«* keep it.. Do not think that theſe words argued cor- 
« tempt of his Mother, but that he would ſhew how 
* little it would profit her that ſhe was his Mother, i 
* ſhe were not exceedingly good and faithful. But ii 
«. profited Mary nothing at all, that Chrif? was born d 
© her, unleſs ſhe had the virtue of the Soul, much {b 
« good Will it'do us, to have an excellent Father, br 
* ther, or Child; whilſt we have none of their Ma 
66 Val | 


as now by the Reformed Catholicks. 

« For we are to place our hope of ſalvation in nothing, 
« next to the Grace of God, but onely in our proper 
« good Aﬀtions and Qualities. For if that Relation 
« which Mary had to ChrifF, were a thing of it ſelf pro- 
« fitable, the Jews had found it ſoin ſome degree. 
« Chriſt was akin to them after the Fleſh ; and fo had the 
« City in which he was born, and ſo had his Brezhrey. 
«But whilſt' his Brethren did juſt what pleaſed them- 
« ſelves, the honour they had to be of kin to him, pro- 
« fited them not at all, but they were condemned with 
« the reſt of the World. A great deal more to this pur- 


- poſe you may find in this excellent Father, and that in 


the place by me cited ; by which you may ſee what the 
ſt:11n of that Age was, as to the Bleſſed Virgin, and how 


For © 
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very unlike to that which was taken up in following * 2! #0 Le- 


times; ſome inſtances of which, we have in FHomilies 
falſly attributed to * St. Chryſoſtom. | 

In ſhort, if we ſet afide ſpurious Writings, ſuch as the 
Sermon concerning the 4ſumption of the Bleſſed Yir- 
gin, publiſhed in St. Hierom's Works, and attributed by 
lome to Sophronius, but was moſt certainly written long. 
alter they were both dead ; and the two Prayers ( at- 


giſlatore. In 
Samaritanam, 
&c. Tom. 6. 


tributed to * St. Ambroſe ) Preparatory to Maſs; in the + gn, 4, 


ſecond of which, God is deſired ( according to the Ge- 
nius of after-times) to znſpire the Bleſſed Virgin firſt, 
and then the Apoſtles, and then the Martyrs and Con- 
feſors, with the thought of praying to God for the Prieſt : 
But the beſt learned amongſt the Papiſts have been a- 
ſhamed to produce theſe Prayers as St. Ambroſe's, they 
ae ſo evidently ſuppoſititious. If we ſet aſide alſo the 
Book of Meditations which the Latin Rhymes that are 


| tit convince of Novelty ; and the Treatiſe of the 4/- 


Jumption, attributed to St. Auſtin, and the Sermons un- 
er his name upon the Feaſt of the Anyuntiation, which 
P'2 could 
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could be none of his, becauſe that Feaſt was not then in 


being : And in one word, all thoſe Writings which 
Learned men of the Roman Communion have themſelyg, | 


confeſſed to be at leaſt doubtful, though they had 
ſome time gone under the names of Fathers of the 
Fourth Age. - Setting theſe aſide, I ſay, we find but mg. 
derate things ſpoken of the Bleſſed Virgin. 

After all the pains that have been taken to make 
ſome of her Feſtzvals Ancient, it- is more than probahle 
that as yet ſhe had none ; and that the Fathers of the 
Fourth Age, who are cited for one or two of them, haje 


been, without their conſent, made to ſpeak the fence of Þ 


after-Ages, that were loath to be deſtitute of all pretenc 
from Antiquity, for making the honour of the Bleſed 
Virgin out-ſhine all that was done to others Martyrs and 


* Coulile A- Saznts. For the * Conſtitutions do not fo much as mes 
Oe 633 tion one of her Feſtivals, where one would think they 


TN; 


ſhould have omitted none. 

The Salutation of Ave Maria has now for ſome time- 
run through the Religion of the Church of Rome, i 
publick and private Devotions ; but in this Age ns 
Example or Recommendation of any ſuch thing 1s toke 
met withal. | 

No, nor one Prayer to her, do we yet hear of; which 


plainly ſhews, that ( whatever the ſuperſtition of ſome | 


one private Perſon or other might be, of which we cat 
not affirm or deny any thing ) her Worſhip was nopart 
of the Religion of the Age. If you would know the 
firſt bold man, after the Co/yridians, that brought het 


into the Church to be invocated ; Nicephorus will tel 
44h. Hiſt, YOU it was + one Peter Fullo,a Bifhop indeed, but an Es 


l 15. c. 28. tychian, who found out four very profitable things,if you 


will believe Nicephorus ; one whereof, was, that the bv 
Name of the Virgin ſhould be called upon in every __ 
iba 0 


TOS AW ISA IHE 


GO = 


In the fourth Age, and long afier. 


How the invention of this man was entertain'd, I can- 
notfay : He lived near the ſixth Age. But neither is 
thus much Antiquity to be boaſted of, nor was it for the 
credit of the Innovation, to have an Feretick for its Au- 


© thor. 


The Church was full of 'the Memorzes of the Martyrs ; 
but as yet the Bleſſed Virgin had none. What a ſtrange 
thing was it, that Theodoret, who ran the honour of the 
Martyrs to that height, that it requires ſome Candour to 
bring him down with fafety and honour ; that he, I fay, 
| ſhould make no- mention at all of the Bleſſed Virgin, 


 - and the Solemnities that were due to her: and that in a 


DPEuERkSa TS = co ©” 


Diſcourſe where he profeſſedly brings in the Martyrs, 
ſupplanting thoſe Dzmons which had been fo long ſerved 


\ by the Pagan World. He could name * Peter, Paul, * Theod. dr 
Thomas, Sergius, Marcel/us, Leontius, Antoninus, and a” -"_H 
Mauritius, Do we think the Bleſſed Virgia had been Martyr adFin. 


left to be underſtood amongſt the other Saints that had. 
their Solemyzties alfo, if ſhe had had even if Zheodoret's 
time any at all 2 But why ſhould we talk of her Memo- 
ries, when as yet her Reliques were not found, nor in. all 
likelihood ſought for 2 ſince if they had, 'tis not to be . 
+ doubted, but thoſe Monks, or others like them, that 
_ wentup and down with the Bones of Martyrs, if indeed 
they were Martyrs Boxes, would have gratified the curio- 
ty of devout People, with fome of thoſe Reliques that 
Poſterity a long time after was bleſſed with ; v/x. forme 
_ Of the Bleffed Yirgin's Hair, her Combs, her Food, her 
dipper, her Eſpouſal Ring, nay and fome of her M6] too, 
with ſuch other things, which came not to light, till ſome 
Agesafter the zeal of Reliques began in the Church. 

But when once Devotion began to. turn towards her, 
no time was loſt ; and though it was late firſt, yet her 
Service preſently overtook, and. at laſt went bes the 

onour 


Anait, p. 73s 


* German. 1n ſe 
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honour that was done to the other Saints and Mary 
The Thirteenth Age produced a Relique of the B. Virgin 
ſo famous forthe Miracle that brought itinto Europeang 
for the Miracles that have been done by it ever ſince | 
rhat the Reliques of the other Saints are nothing to it. Þþ 
And that is her Houſe once at Nazareth, where ſhe wa; 
Born, and viſited by the Angel ; which Houfe was cg. | 
ried by Angels out of Paleſtine, into Dalmatia, and from Þþ 
thence into /taly, where it now ſtands, and is our Lad 
of Loretto's Chappel. By the: Forthteenth Century ſhe 
had gain'd no leſs than ſeven Feſtivals in the year, which 
I mention to ſhew the growing Devotion of the Remy 
Church w\vards the B. Virgin; not that we make thi 
any great matter of complaint ; no, though they were 
twice ſeven, if the Facts upon which they were grounds! - 
were true, and the grounds reaſonable, and God onely 
were worſhipped in the celebration of ſuch Feſſ; 
vals. | | 
The later Doors have made too much amend 
for the modeſty of the Ancient Fathers, who ſpake 
indeed of her very honourably , but within bounds 
The World was ſomething altered in the middle of the 
Seventh Age, if Pope Martin faid what we findn Þ * 
f Anaſtaſius : Whoever does not Flonour and Adore th i 
Bleſſed Virgin the Mother of God, let him be accu 
ed, Of which Curſe, *Germanus the Patriarch of Cor 
ſtantinople, was in no danger, if he addreſſed himfel 
in this manner to the Bleſſed Virgin : No body i replent 
ſhed with the knowledge of God, but by thee, O moſt Hih: 
No body is ſaved but by thee, O Mother of God, No but 


is delivered from danger, but by thee, O thou beloved f Þ 


God. Again : Thou having the power of a Mother with God, 
doft beyond meaſure gain Pardon for them who fin beyond 


meaſure. For it cannot be that thou ſhouldſt not be hear, Þ fi 


te 


after ſhe began to be Worſhipped. II 
becauſe to all purpoſes and in all things,and through all things 
God obeys thee as his true and immaculate Mother. This 
was pretty well for the eighth Age ; as likewiſe was that 
of Damaſcene, who calls the B.Virgin, + The Lady and Go- + Þvb.nanayc. 
werneſs of all Creatures. No wonder therefore that Cardi- 1h 4-c. 15. 
nal Peter Damian coming long after theſe, telleth her that 
ſhe comes before .the Altar of Reconciliation, not asking ons 
ly, but commanding"; as a Lady, not as a Servant. I know 
not whether he was the Author of thoſe glorious Titles 
which have ſince furniſhed ſome of the s that we 
meet with in the Offices of the Bleſſed v2. * The, Hong. de 
Queen of the World, The Window of Heaven, The Gate of ,. Th © 
Paradiſe, The Tabernacle of God, The Star of the Sea, The 105. 
Heavenly Ladder, by which the Feavenly King came down 
to us below, and by which man who grovelled upon the ground, 
aſcends in exaltation to Heaven. But Anſelm that lived 
in the fame Age with him, ſpeaks more fully : || 4s God || 41ſtn.Cant» 
5 the Father, and God of all things, by his power creating all - paprag 
things ; ſo Bleſſed Mary the Mother of God, reſtoring all : 
things by her Merits, is the Mother aud Lady of the Uni- 
verſe, Which agrees very well with that reaſon he had 
given before, why her Son went to Heaven before her : 


| + Perhaps, O Lord, leſt thy Court in Heaven ſhould and in T vid. c: 7: 


doubt whom it ſhould rat her go out to meet, thee their Lord Ms 


coming to take poſſeſſion of thy Kingdom , or her their Lady Feiſuits Chall. 


aſcendinggto that Kingdom alſo, which bi to | from p. 478. 
ſcendinggto that Kingdom alſo, which belonged to her by of Tak 


| Mothers right, To this nothing could be added in f© 


little a time beyond Bonaventure's Pſalter , who taking 
the Pſalms of David, put in Lady inſtead of Lord, in this 
manner : 0 come /et us ſing unto our Lady, &e. Let every 


ting that hath breath praiſe our x4” But not content * Palt. Boyay, 


With this, he framed the * Athanaſtan Creed to her Ser- Kone e149: 


| Vice too, beginning thus : Wheſoever will be ſaved, be- 


fore all things it is neceſſary that he ſhould hold a firm Faith 


C03» 


a” 
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and the vaſt number of Books of Devotion to her, and 


the Worſhip that is accordingly given to her in pretey, þ 
ded Cathelick Countries; whoſoever ſhall conſider what | 
they ſay to her in thoſe Prayers and Hymns, &c. which þ 
eate Virgjnis , juſt now publiſhed, has put Þ 


the Specul 
together, 


perhaps find there are Cauſes of Erry 


which Monſieur de Meaux is not ſo much concerned x | 
as hg ought to be: He may juſlly tear, that if the Ref. Þ 


mation did not give ſome little check., neither wouly 
theſe excelles { 

thing now remains to be done, but without any farther 
reſervedneſs, toereC Altars proper to the Bleſſed Yinn 


in every Church, as the + Feſ#ites began to do in (; 


Has 


' O Bleſſed God, look down in thy mercy upon th Þ 
miſerable eſtate of ChriFianity in ſo many parts of the Þ 
Chriſtian World! 


When the Bleſſed Virgin foretold that all Generatin 
ſhould call her Bleſſed, did ſhe mean that all Generations 
would Worſhip her ; would Worſhip her Images andP: 
ures; would make her a Mediatrix between God ind 
man ; would aſcribe to her the power not of prevailing 
with Feſ«s only for any thing, but of commanding hun 


too ; would offer Feſus himſelf a Sacrifice in her Honout 
ſhould burn Incenſe to her , would uſe Roſaries, How, 
and Pſalters for her eſpecial Invocation and Servic; 
would inſtitute and maintain Fraternities for that & 
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concerning the Virgin Mary ; which Paith except a may 
keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he ſball perifhery, 
laſtingly. And now whoſoever ſhall conſider the Zjz 
nies of the Bleſſed Virgin, and her Roſaries, and the Pray 
ers and Hymns of her Saturday's Office, and her Plalter, 


op here ; though- in many places nc Þ 


vic; 


W 


tle 


ous 
1008 
IP 
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bo Þ 
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vice; would'build Temples and Chappels'to her, and Al- 
tars, and by moſt ſolemn Invocation every-where, and 
by proper Rites of Religious Worſhip, and by letting 
Devotion' rin out to her- more than to--our Lord Jeſus 


' himſelf, to agnize her to be the Lady of Heaven and 


Farth, the Queen of theWorld > No , the did not. mean 
thus, inlaying that a/7 Generations ſhould call her Bleſſed : 
For thus all Generations have not ſerved her. Nothing 
ofall this was done to her for ſeveral Generations after 
Chriff ; nor any thing of it in compariſon till the dregs 


{ of Time, till the decay of Learning and Picty, made way 
 forgrols Superſtition. ; 


The firſt beginnings of theſe Corruptions were more 
general, but the Improvements of them were chiefly 
owing to the See of Rome, which as it grew in power and 
preafneſs, ſo it protected thoſe Abuſes more 'effeQtually. 
ACharaQer very ill-beſeeming a Church that pretends 
tobe the Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


viceable to Errour, to make it ſpread in the World ; and 
to fix it, than: that a powerful See graſping at Supremacy, 


and pretending to Zyfallibility, ſhould take it under her 
wing, 


This See is the Source of all thoſe Qppoſitions, which - 
tiey have met with that demanded a Reformati- 
on ;1t 1s" this See lone which! hath obſtructed x pee | 
ral Reformation , when Chriſteydow was atherwile well 


diſpoſed towards it. 


Therefore when Reformation by common conſent - 
as made Impoſlible by the See of Rome, what re- 
| Conn 


1112 The exceſſive growth of Dewotion tothe B.Virg, | | 


concerning the Virgin Mary ; which Paith EXCOPE a tay 
keep while and undefiled, without doubt he ſball periſh ever, 
laſtingly. And now whoſoever ſhall conſider the Liz, 
nies of the Bleſſed Virgin, and her Roſaries, and the Pra. 
ers and Hymns of her Saturday's Office, and her Pſalter 
and the vaſt number of Books of Devotion to her, and 
the Worſhip that is accordingly given to her in pretep 
ded Cathelick Countries; whoſoever ſhall conſider what 
they fay to her in thoſe Prayers and ZHymns, &c. which 
the SpeculgygBeate Yirginis , juſt now publiſhed, has put 
together, perhaps find there are Caules of Er 


' which Monſieur de Meaux is not ſo much concerned x 


f Trigautii 
Exp.ad Sinas- 
Ith. 5.C. 15, 
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as hg ought to be: He may juflly fear, that if the Ref. 


mation did not give ſome little check , neither would | 


theſe exceſſes ſtop here ; though- in many places ng 
thing now remains tobe done, but without any farthe 
reſervednefs, to ereCt Altars proper to the Bleſſed Viny 


in every Church, as the + Feſ#ites began to do in Ch: 


Has 


-O Bleſſed God, look down in thy mercy upon tle Þ 


miſerable eſtate of Chrif7:anity in ſo many parts of the 


Chriſtian World! 


When the Bleſſed Virgin foretold that all Generating 


ſhould call ber Bleſſed, did ſhe mean that all Generations 


would Worſhip her ; would Worſhip her Images and P 
Fures; would make her a Mediatrix between God ind 
man ; would aſcribe to her the power not of prevailing 
with Feſus only for any thing, but of commanding hun 
too ; would offer Feſus himſelf a Sacrifice in her Honalt 
ſhould burn Incenſe to her , would uſe Roſaries, Hows, 
and Pſalters for her eſpecial Invocation and Servic; 


would inſtitute and maintain Fraternities for that *P 
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vice; would 'build Temples and Chappels'to her, and Al- 
tars, and by moſt ſolemn Invocation every-where, and 
by proper Rites ot Religious Worſhip, and by letting 
Devotion' rig out to her- more than to-our Lord Jeſus 


' himſelf, to agnize her to be the Lady of Heaven and 


Earth, the' Queen of theWorld > No , the did not. mean 
thus, in laying that a/7 Generations ſhould call her Bleſſed: 
For thus a// Generations have not ſerved her. Nothi 
ofall this was done to her for ſeveral Generations after 
Chrif# ; nor any thing of it in compariſon till the dregs 
of Time, till the decay of Learning and Piety, made way 
forgrols Superſtition. 


The firſt beginnings of theſe Corruptions were more 
general, but the Improvements of them were chiefly 
owing to the Seeof Rowe, which as it grew in power and 
preafneſs, ſo it proteQed thoſe Abuſes more effetually. 
ACharaQer very ill-beſeeming a Church that pretends 


| tobe the Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


viceable to Errour, to make it ſpread in the World ; and 
to fix it, than that a powerful See graſping at Supremacy, 


and pretending to Zfallibility, ſhould take it under her 
Wing, 


Thus See is the Source of all thoſe Oppoſitions, which . 
they have met with that demanded a Reformati- 
on ; it is" this Fee lone which! hart obſtructed, & pres 
ral Reformation , when Chriſtendow was athetwile well 
Upoſed towards it. 7 


Therefore when Reformation by common conſent - 
Vs made Impoſlible by the See of Rome, what re- 
| Ge = 
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mained but that the National Churches ſhould. reform 
themſelves ? 


114 


Our Reformation was a return” to Primitive Anti 
quity ; and that it may prove a leading example, [+ 
us pray without ceaſing, That God - would bring:iny 
the way of Truth all ſuch .as have erred and are de; | 


ved. 


THE END. - 


"1467 (£01: 2! Pmults bg be Correced.” '*-- 

81, ſeventh line from the bottom, for Conſciences read Conceſſions. 
PFs: l. 3.'for Reconciled r, Recommended, . : | 
P. 80 I. 6. for them read then. = 
P. 881, 9. for ſafely r. falſly, 

P. 921, 3, for Prayers r, Praiſes. 
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A Catalogue of ſome Diſcourſes 


Sold by T. Baſſet at the George 
in Fleetflreet, 


9 Perſwafrve to an Ingenuous Tryal of Opinons in 

A Religion. 

2. The Difference of the Caſe between the Separation 
of the Proteſtants from the Church of Rome, and the Se- 
paration of Diſſenters from the Church of England. 

3- A Diſcourſe about the Charge of Novelty upon the 


Reformed Church of England, made by the Papiſts ask- 


ng us the Queſtion,Where was our Religion before Luther 2 

4. The Proteſtant Reſolution of Faith, being an An- 
[wer to Three Queſtions. I. How far we muſt depend 
on the Authority of the Church for the true Sence of 
Scripture. II; Whether a viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt 
to this day makes a Church, which has this viſible Suc- 
ceflion. an-Infallible Interpreter of Scripture ; and whe- 
tier no Church which has not this viſible Succeſſion, cat 
teach the 'true Sence of Scripture. TI. Whether the 
Church of England can make out ſuch a viſible Succeſli- 
on? 

5: A Diſcourſe concerning a Guide 'in matters of 
Fath ; with Reſpect eſpecially-to the Romiſh pretence 
of the Necgflity of ſuch a one as is Infallible. = 

| 6. A Diſcourſe about Tradition ; ſhewing what is 
meant by it, and wizat Tradition is to be Recieved, and 
What Tradition is to be Rejected. == -- 

7- ADiſcourſe concerning the Unity of the Catholick 

Church, maintained in the Church of England. " 


Books ſold by Tho. Baſſet. 


\ 8. A Diſcourſe concerning the Neceſſity of Reform 
tion, with reſpeC&t to the Errours and Corruptions of 
Church of Rowe. In two Parts. . 

9. A Diſcourſe concernifg the Obje&t of nel 
Worſhip : or, a Scripture-Proot of the Unlawfulagh 
giving any Religious Worſhip to-any other Bring bel 
the one Supreme G 

10. A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 

11. A Diſcourſe concerning the Adoration of 
Hoſt, as it is Taught and Praftiſed in the Churdi 
Rome, Wherein an Anſwer is given to 7.6. ont 
Subje&, and to Monſieur Bocleas's late Book de ; 4d 
tione Enchariltige. Paris, 1685. 

Iz. A Diſcourſe concerning Invocation of Sins 

I3. A Diſcourſe concerning the Devotions « 
Church of Rome. b 

14. A Diſcourſe concerning the Celebration off Nj 
Service in an Unknown Tongue, -, 

I5. A. Diſcourſe concerning Auricular Con 
as it is Preſcribed by the Council of Trent, and F . 
in the Ghurch of Rowe. With a Poſtſcript on of 
of 2 Book lately printed in France, called, Hiforil 
feftonis Auricularis.. 

r6. A Diſcourſe concerning the Worſhip of the ; 
Virgin and. the Saints ; with an Account of the 
ningsand Riſe of it amongſt Chriſtians : In Ani 
Monfieur de Meaux's Appeal to the Fourth: Agel 
THEO, and his Paſtoral] Letter. 


—— 


A Colletion of _ and other Diſcourſes latel 
recover Diflenters to the Communion of th ts 
Mags, by ſoms Droines of the City of London, - In tway 
lames in uar I's ; { 4 


